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PREFACE. 



IT will 1»€ perceived that the following Poera is but a 
sketch of some prominent features of the physical and mor- 
al character of rural scenes. The avocations of business 
bare prevented its being filled out in those proportions, mrtiich 
are necessary to complete the plan. It >viil, therefore, be 
subject to reproach for the imperfection of the |;Hcture, and 
the comparative diffusencss of the historical dstcriptions. 
The hoi>e is, however, indulged that the consideration of their 
impmlance, of their obvious intimacy of connection with the 
principal object in view, and of the general proposition^ in- 
terspersed, will furnish a satisfactory reason for the sin of 
omission or of commission, to the charge of which the Au- 
thor pleads guilty by anticipation. At any rate, the descrip- 
tions referred to, having been called forth by an ardent at- 
tachment to our political and reli^ous institutions, if, by the 
contrast which they present, they may tend to promote the 
same sentiment in others, the balm of that consolation will 
heal the wounds which the lash of criticism may inflict. 

The Appendix has been extended to considerable, although 

very inadequate limits, and will be found to be naturally con- 
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PREFACE. 

neeted with the Poem. The priraaiy object of the Author 
has been the prodaetion of useful informatioa to his ooun- 
txymen^ and the suecess of that object will be an am^e r«» 
mimentiGn finr his labour and researehes. 
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( B AN6E aftev range, sublimely pil'd oa high* 
Yon lofty monntams prop the ineumbent sky. 
Sneh eoantkss tiapi ascend, so vast the heap. 
As ii^ when gush'd the deluge from the deep* 
The rashmg torrents wreok'd the guilty world, 
And all Ae rocky fragments thither whirl'd. 

Anxmd their tops the gathering vapours driTeo, 
In cloudy flight conceal the face of Heaven. 
I see them mee<^ divide, collect, and spread. 
And last conyolve around the mountain's head ; 
While here and there the sun-beams glimmering through, 
Their borders paint with each prismatic hue ; 
Then gathering thick, in one black cloud they lower 
And pour impetuous down the liberal shower. 
Frequent and bright the forked lightnings flash. 
And loud and deep the heavy thunders crash ; 
By rushing winds the sturdy woods uptom. 
From crag to crag by roaring streams are borne ; 
Rebellowing echo swells the hills around. 
And every summit trembles at the sound : 
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But soon the elements are liush'd to peace. 
And rending blasts and pealing thunders cease. 
Harassed no more, and freed from dire alarms. 
Fair nature blooms in renovated charms ; 
The late dread scene the cheering sun illumes, 
And brighter green each beauteous plant assumes ; 
Along the mountain's steep and shelving sides. 
Amidst the rocks the murmuring rivulet glides. 
And, loanijr treasures plundering as it flows. 
Seeks the low vale, and there the spoil bestows : 
Their airy flight the feathered warblers wing, 
Or trim their plumes, and wildly, sweetly sing ; 
Wldle fur clad rovers leave their secret hur 
The simple feast of native fi:iiits to share. 
On leafy couches then reclin'd at ease. 
To guard from foes and watch their prey to seize. 

When power Almighty gave to Nature birth. 
And wrought this complex miracle, the earth. 
How came those towering cliffs, those ample moundi 
Those rough projections, and unequal grounds f 
And as the new form'd world came rolling here. 
Why was it not a smooth and equal sphere ? 
Not so allow'd the all controling laws, 
Impos'd on matter by the great First Cause, 
fire silent Time outspread his downy wings, 
Ere all this beauteous harmony of things. 
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Creation's shapelew frame lay floating o'er 

The m%hl^ void^ a sea without a shore. 

Jehovah's avfiil fiat thundered rounds 

Coofnaioii fled, all Nature felt the sound : 

Ethereal fires poured fiirth their solar blaze. 

And Heaven's vast concave gleam'd with stellar rajs : 

To concrete masses scattered atoms hurl'd 

Combin'd the craggy wonders of the world, 

Form'd the vast heights which now around me rise. 

Yon Hills sublime, which greet the sailor's eyes. 

As, fiu" firom home, he seeks his native land. 

And longs to mooc against the well known strand ; 

Whilst hope elates or apprehension chills. 

As clouds they seem or look like distant hills. 

Till, as the buoyant vessel onward rides. 

He marks with surer view their whitening sides. 

Ere fierce invaders, with unhallow'd feet 
And conquering arms, profitn'd this wild retreat. 
And dU'e exterminatioa's tides of blood 
Swept oi'sr these fields their desolaUug flood. 
Ethereal beings, so traditions tell, 
(And Indian hunters saw and knew full well,) 
High o'er the wide spread Sachemdoms around, 
Dwelt in that topmost height^ s em];^real bound, 
Watoh'd o'er the tribes, each wise design inspir'd> 
Advis'd in council and in battle fir^d. 
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Midst thickest forests and ths deepest tsD% 
O'er rooghest mountains and in darkest glent, 
Guided the ventarous huntei^s pathless way. 
And crown'd his keen pursuit with ample prey. 
Empowered by them, and widi then* wisdom fraught, 
Eadi future scene the gifted Prophet taught. 
Presaged the war, ere yet the wily foe 
Had plann'd the ambush or had strung the bow. 
And when Disorder's pestilential breath 
The people thinn'd and threaten'd gen'ral death. 
The heavenly Ketan* strove by prayer to please. 
Or savage Abamocho'sj* rage appease. 
With rites and herbs expell'd disease and pain,* 
And Health enchanted to her home again. 
The nation's boast, in undisturb'd repose, 
Pequawkett, then thy numerous wigwams rose. 
Thy active hunters, arm'd with bow and spear. 
The stately Moose pursued and bounding Deer, 
For howling Wolves contriv'd the secret snare. 
Or trapp'd the Sable, or waylaid the Bear, 
Or, whei*e th' amphibious Beavers liv'd combin'd. 
For mutual aid in social compact j<^n'd. 
With human prudence and contriving care 
Their little State erecting firm andfiur. 
Their dams demolish'd, swept their arduous toils, 
Desti'oy'd the tribes, and seiz'd the furry spoils. 
* The Great Good Spirit. t The bad Spirit. 
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Rnde ^as the Savage, but to friendship true. 

No fiekle change his fix'd nffeetion knew : 

In hatred firm, a fierce and fearless foe. 

He own'd no ampircs but his spear and bow. 

The warwhoop's discord was his soul's delight. 

His eye's first joy, the slaughter of the fight. 

Mcthinks I sec the warrior bands engage. 

The arrows hurtle and the coiifiict rage : 

The march of war no martial mu«c sounds. 

No load ailinerj through the sky resounds, 

'No art directs, no streaming banners wave. 

No pomp emblazons, and no bulwarks save. 

Degrees of office, order, rank, oomjnand. 

File, column, line, battalion, corps, and band, 

Are absent all ;• — ^Re?enge and Ruin reign, 

And sweeping carnage triumphs o'er the plain. 

Thrice blest are ye, whose life blood states the field : 

O worse than death th«r cruel fate who yield. 

Sullen and sad the captive victims go» 

To meet the direst ills, the deepest woe. 

The scoffing insults, the triumphant yell, 

Each mode of differing, and each pain erf* hell. 

The cruel conqueror dreadful vengeance takes ; 

Midst toituring fires he binds them to the stakes, 

Tears off* their flesh, cuts circles round their joints, 

lights all their frames with slowly burning points, 

B 
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In the regioiii of pleasure, afar to die west. 
Where rich are the fields and unolooded the San, 
Those warriors jreposc in the mansions of rest. 
And in trium];^ regcnce for the spfuls they have won. 

Each moon^ves tiieir hanrest,eaeh mead winres wilh eom. 
Plenty smiles at the feast, ro8|f Health nerves the frame $ 
The eyergreen Spring decks with hlossoms the lawn. 
Fish sport in the 6tream8,«nd the woods teem widi game. 

F(Mryoa, may bad Spirits, who hover around. 

Blast your lives with each «urse, and with plagnes tamt 

the air. 
May famine, disease, and contention abound. 
Till our lands you restore and our wrongs you repair.' 



>» 



Such is the Savage, audi is Nature's child. 
Where'er we look, unsocial, fierce, and wild. 
In temper rough, contracted in his view. 
His life is simple as his wants are few. 
E'en Love's bright flame scarce warms his creeping blood. 
And nothing rouzes but revenge or food ; 
While scarcely more has commerce ever brought. 
To tempt his wish, or wake an anxious thought. 
But poidj beads, the raeasoK of his wealdi. 
Or copious drans, the poison of his healdi. 
But hush, the mdaneholy scenes are past ; 
Ekldk gloomy aet was olos'd by death at last : 
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Time has o'erthrown their wigwams on the plams. 

And still ObliTion seiz'd their poor remains. 

Their retios long sinee moulder'd to decay. 

No stone informs where now their ashes \aj. 

Not such the end of proud Palmyra's name. 

Not saeh the down&l of the Grecian &roe : 

Remnants of Art their monuments arise. 

By Genius thus inscribM ; << Here Greatness lies." 

The solemn dirge the mournful Muses raise. 

And weeping Science swells the hymn of prtuse. 

When fidls the hero or expires the sage, 

His death n Faroe, his mourners are the Age, 

His life's his eulogy, and History rears 

A splendid cenotaph to future years : 

But for the thousands who inglorious die, 

Tis only private sorrow breathes a sigh. 

Thus when the seat of Trojan greatness fell. 

All Asia echoed the funereal knell. 

And still in verse the brilliant honors flame. 

Which beamM around her early orb of fame : 

But where these Tribes in barbarous rudeness dwelt. 

Not one regret has Art or Science felt, 

Tliougli melting Pity kindly saw and wept. 

As prey'd Decay or swifter Ruin swept. 

Around their graves has Desolation scowl'd. 

And prowling wolves the dokful requiem howrd, 

B2 
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The ahfond of darkness mantled all the wild. 
And Nature mourn'd her rough, untator'd child : 
But husy Art has wav'd her Mry wand. 
And Culture toaeh'd the fields vith magio hand : 
The Household Gods protect the social fire. 
And Architecture rears the frequent spire ; 
I/ixuriant harvests wave around the mead. 
And flocks and herds in verdant pastures feed. 

I^fidst scenes like these the wanderer loves to straj. 
Or trace o'er yonder heights his rougher way. 
Among whose rocks, in caverns dark and deep. 
Through winter's colds, die poisonous reptiles sleep. 
Till glowing suns retum'd and vernal air 
With genial warmth their torpid powers repair. 
Ajkcm, the feathered warbler round them flies. 
And meets the gazing serpent's fiery eyes. 
The charm is fix'd ; in vain it fluttei's round, 
'Till, fiunt and tir'd, it falls upon the ground. 
If tempted to explore their drear retreat. 
With listening ear proceed aud careful feet ; 
For ere the fierce, though honorable foe 
Attempts the fatal, the uneiTing blow, 
"With rattling laram first he warns to flight. 
Or gives a fairer chance for equal fight. 
And, coil'd around in close and spiral rings. 
His body swell'd with rage, at once he springs. 
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And brandishing his tongue, with Tenom'd fimgi 
Strikes a qni^ death in all its direst pangs. 
Thus, when our Fathers, from a poUsh'd realm. 
Banger in front and Terror at the helm, . 
The migrant Tessel launeh'd upon the wate. 
And dar^d tlie horrors of these wilds to hrate^ 
From se»et ambudi, lurking in the waj. 
The angry Native qirang and seiz'd his prey. 

Below those erags where gloomy Silence dwells, 
Far as the sight the varied prospect swells ; 
While Contemplation, musing and serene. 
Observes the busy tumult of the scene. 

Shallow and deep, hj tarns, and swift and slow 
There I behold the winding Saco flow. 
In early spring, when showers increase its tides. 
And melted snows pour down the mountains' sideq, 
Tve seen it raging, bdsterous, and deep, 
CVerflow its banks and through the upland sweep. 
The ^urmer^s hopes, the lumberers hard eam'd thrift> 
Logs, bridges, booms, and boats were all adrift ; 
Trees, fences, fields, whate'er oppos'd its course, 
IfVere torn and scattered by the o'erwhelming force. 

Loos'd ^m the fold to crop the tender feed. 
The hungry flock were grazing on the mead. 
Their saving Ararat, a trifling mound. 
Secured them from the deluge spreading roundel 
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'Till, taught no more to let the stragglers roam. 
The careless shepherd hore them to their home. 
And then, from spouting clouds no longer fed, 
Our little Nile retum'd within its bed. 

Along its borders, spreading far and wide. 
The tall, strsdght pines appear on every side. 
To these thick woods the hardy labourer goes. 
And rears his sheltering tent amid the snows. 
His couch the hemlock's twigs, his household ware, 
A jug and basket fiU'd with simplest fare. 
Ye, who indulge in indolence and ease. 
Whom spleen invades and moody vapours seize. 
To whom each day an age of trouble seems. 
Whose nights arp wakeful or disturb'd by dreams. 
Observe the happy quiet of his rest. 
And learn, like him, by labour to be blest. 
Ye bloated epicui-cs, diseased prey. 
Who waste irTvile excess your lives away. 
Observe his frugal board, be wise at length. 
And gain like him, from temperance, health and strong 
The frosty boreal blast, the pelting storm. 
Solstitial suns, or seasons mildly warm. 
The western breezes, or the southern air. 
Alike to him, wake not one passing care. 
With nervous arm he wields the keen edg'd axe 
And plies anew each day untir'd attacks. 
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TUl by his strokes the forest levell'd round. 
With prostrate trunks and branches heaps die ground. 
The oxen, faithful sharers of his toil. 
Drag to the river^s brink the heavy spoil, 

* 

Thenee floated downward to the distant mart 
And chang'd from Nature's form to works of Art. 

But not alone the lofty pine trees fiUl, 
''The axe unsparing strikes aUke on all. 
Now a rich treasury of golden grain. 
Few moons hare wax'd and wan'd since joibder plain, 
A shady solitude, a drear retreat. 
Had scarcely known the print of hUman feet. 
When, joining hand in hand, what charms impaila 
The potent touch of Labour and the Arts. 
Planted by them, the sweetly scented rose. 
On dreary wilds, in blooming beauty grows ; 
The fields^ where famine reign'd or wild beaits ranged. 
By them to peopled villages are changed. 
Their aid invok'd, with no retarding fears, 
ICs comber'd land the sturdy yeoman clean. 
Fell'd. by his strokes, the forest prostrate lies ; 
Its vital sap the glowing summer driest 
And last the bonfires bom, the boughs eonsume. 
And spreading flames the hemisphere illume. 
The fresh'ning breezes &n the growing blase. 
Bear the lig^t sparks, and cloudy columns nise. 
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Whene'er he steps upon our sacred fields. 
Their guardian Genius an asylum yields^ 
His chains drop from him, and on Reason's phuiy 
He claims the gi£t of God, the rights of man. 

O'er SlaYeiy's plagues, ye happy freemen^ pau3e. 
And learn to love your country and its laws. 
See how Oppression, ever nnoe the flood. 
Has fill'd the earth with tears, and groans, and hkxid :(1} 
See the poor Negro happy in his home ; 
Observe the manthieves through his country roam : 
Behold him seizM, from wife and children home. 
From country, fr-eedom, friends, forever tor% 
Yok'd like the ox, and fbrc'd through burning sand% 
To seek the distant shore, o'er desert lands. 
Then, with some hundred kidnapp'd wretches more» 
Stow'd in to fill the noisome vessel's store. 
Resolv'd on death, in sullen, fierce dei^air. 
He strives by suicide to end his care ; 
But watchful keepers guard from that relief. 
And save his hated life for deeper grief. 
For other tyrants, other modes of pain. 
For trade and traffic,— «ny tiling for gain. (S) 

How eagle ey'd, how jealous are mankind 
In selfish aims, to others welfare blind. 
Each, when oppress'd, with fierce resentment bani% 
Yet all uncheck'd are tyrants in their turns : 
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Each his pwn ri|^t8 will straggle to secure. 
Heedless of vrongs which sofiering crouds endure. 

Hence AlUon's sods, of wealth and fivedom proud, 
'Gainst their own wrongs exdaim in clamour loud, 
Tet, along Afric's long ensanguin'd shore. 
Have often ^rowl'd and ranged it o^er and o'er. 
The judges hrib'd, excited oi?il strife. 
Thousands enslaVd and millions robb'd of life. (3) 

Hence Gredan freemen, urg'd by vain alarmi^ 
Denonn^d the high in council and in arms, 
From fear their power might chance to grow too great. 
And haply threat the safety of the State ; 
Yet, e'en where Persian blood enrieh'd the s(u], 
Platea's fields were tilL'd by bondmen's toiL (4) 

Hence Sparta's Helots stiall in History's page 
Be still their tyrant's sport from age to age, (5) 
And atory tell how Roman slaves have toU'd, 
Of h(^ bereft, of every comfort spoil'd ; 
While lordly masters fearful vengeance took 
For e'en a plaintive s^h or hati^ty look. (6). 

Avenging justice follows iafter crime. 
And sure o'ectakes it in the lapse <^tirae. 
Oppress'd humanity its chains will spurn. 
And meanest slaves upon their tyrants turn. 
'This truth thy bondmen, struggling to be free. 

Imperial Rome, have often prov'd to thee. 

C 
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Oft did their rage in cloads portentous lower. 
And, charg'd with rain to thy pomp and power, 
Burst on thy head, swell high destruction's tide. 
In mourning whelm thee, and hear down thy pride. (1 

Should lawless RuHe, aspiring here to reign, 
Fair Freedom^s holy ^pire dare pro&ne. 
Thus o'er our fields would rush the crimson flood. 
And every spot he drench'd with tides of hlood. 
Too well, the deep, the numerous ills, which flow 
From tyrant power, our hardy yeomen know. 
To lose one right hy Freedom's Charter given. 
Or yielded mortals hy the Grant of Heaven. 
Not mov'd hy Fear nor hy Persuasion's lure. 
Long may they keep those sacred rights secure. 
And all the rural scene, as now, present 
The charming view of plenty and content 
Hope clears' the wild and ploughs the fertile plain. 
Fruition reaps and gamers in the grain. 
The watchful guard of all protecting Law, 
Secures the store and Rapine holds in awe. 
Invention free roams earth and ocean round. 
And tdling Arts their butfy hum resound. 
•Tis Freedom's boon.— Let once Oppresrion rise. 
And all the prospect like a vision flics. 

And is this truly Freedom's flivourite seat, 
Refuge of woe and mis'ry's safe retreat ? 
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^0 lomwB then should gush from Pity's eye, 
^0 erimes exote the qrmpathetio sigh : 
Chbomided loire should be the great employ. 
And even brates partake the general joy. 
Alai^ poor thingi^ noeharter^d ri|^ are their^ 
No kindness nurtures and no mercy spares ; 
The Uood hound man, for wanton sport, or food. 
Takes to destroy or kills to goi^ their Uood. 
See the proud eourser of a generous breed. 
As fire his mettle and as winds his speed. 
Docile and patient, full of strength and grace^ 
In war fierce charger, and mild slave in peace. 
Soon, worn by hardship, his exhausted frame 
Remains in nought but staring bones the same ; 
Still fierce Oppression like a Nig^t-hag rides. 
Adds heavier loads, and spurs his bleeding sides. 

Where flows the Nile majestically grand. 
And spreads diffusiTe plenty o^er the land ; 
"Where sacred Ganges rolls its lengthen'd way. 
And Burrampooter^s winding waters stray. 
The Bramina dwell, a race by Virtue lov'd. 
Whom every age has honoured and approv'd. 
With philosaphic lore divinely fraught. 
Them heavenly Bradmia holy science taught. 
How God's own soul, with animating foroe^ 
Supplies creatkn from its bonud^sssoarae. 
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Penrades all bong and all Itfb inspirei^ 
Endows with action and with reason lii^ 
And on one «lm|ite, onivertel plan. 
Alike etheiiali flowift in btitt^ find iban. 
Ye modern "Wflta, vkWe jimt seoflft reitraiii, 
Nor treat these i«verend predepttf with disdain. 
How few in man the traits of soal cfr fnind 
But still the same, though less, in bnites jan find 1 
Yoa saj- some innate^ Mind, instinctiTe fbree 
O'er rules their lii^ and destiniates their edorse. 
Does instinot teach Hie dog to know Ifis name^ 
Or the wild eoorser td oVedienee tame, 
Hang on the pratdihg parrotf s noisjr tongue. 
Or know the straits by tulorM moekbh^a scuig f 
Tis Art instracts, aad rajrs of mental li^t» 
Which flhiike in mortals more divinely bright, 
With feeble gleams the brain of btiites ilhime. 
And beam distmguish'd midst sorroanding gloom. 
Know then, O man, that Power which gives thee life 
Lives in the brute, which pants beneatii thy knife ; 
And learn, t^oa tyrant, that each emel blow. 
Each wanton ibjtary, and each needless woe. 
Is fraught with crime, is insolt to thtit R^ateiDt, 
Which woold not waste the bl^ssiiiigi It has given. 

But hark ! beside me, in the verdant btirfi, 
Perck'd on its lightest ^ray, ike lively Thrailh ; 
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Its muaie warUea^ itour and wildly free, 
Tariedand soft and full of faaniMmy. 

Not Oi'^ieiu' harp, norPindar^s golden lyre. 
Nor sfdemii organ, nor the chiming ohoir. 
Nor opera nor eonoerthoaits a note 
To equal ^boae, i^iieh swell diit tongster^B throat. 
And is it, like the Ante or viol, found 
A mere imni^anii]^ instrument of sound, 
Not mov'd bj will nor harmoniz'd bj mind. 
But play'd fay instinct, senseless power and blind ? 
O, no ! as strike the warbler's notes my ear. 
Fancy interprets thus the sounds I hear. 

O ! Why did Jehovah bestow on mankind 
Such woodrocis endowmentB of body and mind. 

Yet harden their hearts to destroy ; 
From thefirst of existence, Uie hqup of their birth. 
Coeval with nanire, and boundless as earth. 

Is the empire these tyrants enjoy. 

Is creation then £»rm'don so partial a plan. 

That the birds, beasts, and fishes are made but for mau 

To torture and kill for mere sport ? 

As he gazes in air, or surveys seas and land : 

All the tenants of these, he exclaims, I command 

For my pleasure, my use, and support. 
C2 
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Ye lords of the eMili, how t ggardleis ai 
Of what yoa vill find to jome woe to be 

That one God fa^e tiie Ihres of us all. 
And regards all hk creatnres with one e 
And with equal coneem b^Mildfl from a 

An insect or emperor falL 

Ah, mortals, how much are your talents 

Altho' leam'd you're not wise, tho* enri 

And your poVrs are the sources of w 

• 

While the poor little thrush, with deUgl 

Weighs her blessings with yours, and b< 

The beam of the balance unk low. 

Though your palaces tower in grandeui 
They're the seats df confusion, conten1i( 

Of riot, diseases, and pains ; 
While, remote in the woodland, my nea 
With peace is ad(Hii'd, and with innocen 

And the brood of affection contains. 

Though in science and arts you prcemii 
Yet advancing in those, you in virtue dei 

And Happiness flies from your clasp. 
My wants are but few, and I take what i 
With a heart full of thanks to that bouni 

Which offers its goods to my grasp. 
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'^^^ liow hmnjmaL mOaAAtnia^ riven of bkiod^ 
^ lUnUtknipaMQili^MdfcrpleMure and food, 

^^ latdy I hMard yov dread thnndera reaound, 
^^Hl mj poir atrialcMi iMle aaw drop OD tiie graond. 
And peririi ▼itk terror Md pain. 

-^I vlierewM her erime that yoa robbed heroflife, 
"WImiii ymt av'd ao rcrrenge, and whom battles and atrife 

Had nerer an enemy made ? 
^Otat\ man ! fay amoii wanton deitmotion, beware 
^ow the Ddty^ terrible Tengeanee yon dare, 

As that on his woriu yon invade. 

¥ly , Songster, fly ; oi'er hill and plain and bog 
The aethre hunter, with his gun and dog, 
His toilsome sport pursues^ with (atal aim. 
And sweeping carnage of the luckless game. 
The dramming partridge first, on whhring wing, 
Starts from the groand while all the woodlands ring 
^With eehttng yells : swift to the tree it flies. 
Ska a £ur mari^ is fir^d upon and dies. 

Down the recess of some time hollo Vd trunk. 
The playful squirrel's jcmesome nest is sunk. 
There from his loaded chc^ra, with care and toil. 
He stores the beechnut, as his rightful spoil; 
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Froni boogh to bough he lespB, or void of fear» 
Sits perk and he^ess of the danger near : 
Anon, the lurking sportsman's watchbg eye 
Condemns the crouching innocent to die. 

How humble sport like thiSy how vile and base. 
How much below the pleasures of the chase. 
There the swift stag presents a wcnilhj prej. 
And speed and spirit bear the palm away : 
The winded horn and deep mnuth'd hound's fall tn 
Awake each power to life and energy. 
While jolly huntsmen urge the fiery horse. 
As whirlwinds rapid in his headlong course, 
To leap the ditch, bound oi'er the lofty bar. 
And stem the tide; then, dashing on afar. 
The meed of all their toils and dangers past. 
They take th' exhausted fugitive at last. 
And at the festive board enjoy the bowl, 
<< The feast of reason, and the flow of soul.** 
Such sports give courage, enterprize and nerve; 
Thus far we yield the praises they deserve ; 
But, England, be the Nimrods of thy Isle, 
Thy cruel forest laws and game laws vile 
Afar from us : ne'er shall our yeoman's soil 
Be subject to a tyrant's lawless sp<Hl : 
Ne'er shall the pasture and the cultured field 
Subsistence to the deer be forc'd to yield. 
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^^ floeks and herds deptk'd of their support 
'^ spread extensiTe paries for royal sport ; (8) 
'^^t the prerogative of each shall be, 

^^t irONS BE PEITILEg'd, Aim ALL nt FREE. 

Enough ftf mountains, rocks, and woods, and strttaiits.; 
)¥e torn our view to more instructive themes 4 
The varied landscape let us cease to scan. 
And rtrive to sketch the qualities of man. 
Whilst from the camera of the faithful brain, 
We paint the little village of the plain. 
Let others trace a more extennve view 
And different scenes with higher aim pursue : 
Let them bec(HBe familiar with the great. 
And ope the hidden mysteries of state. 
Or march with conquering armies and rehearse 
The deeds o£ heroes in the epic verse ; 
My lowly suljects humbler strains invite 
And cheek the Fancy's more aspiring flight : 
Yet, though the numerous hamlets rise around, 
And many tempting charms in each abound. 
She will not stray from this her little sphere ; 
The brief epitome of all is here. 

'With admiration fill'd, by beauty fir'd. 
By virtue aw'd, by all their charms inspir'd^ 
With sacred tenderness and watchful care, 
First should 1 pay my homage to the £ur. 
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Satire ayaiint ! throw down thy poison'd darti, 
Forhear to fix thy woands in female hearts. 
Forbear to draw from Beauty's eye the tear, 
A scornful jest to barb^ or pcunt a sneer. 
True, some are mark'd by follies, suhjects fit 
For jeers and taunts, for laughter and for wit. 
A jilt may cheat you, a coquette may vex, 
A Messalina may disgrace her sex, 
A Clytemnesti*a may her husband kill, 
A fiither^s blood a furious Tullia spill, 
A cruel Mary light the Smithfield fire, 
Ahd numerous victims in the flames expire ; 
But is the starry firmament less bright. 
Or would you veil the blaze of solar lig^t. 
Because a transient cloud obscures the one. 
Or now and then a spot comes o'er the. sun ? 
Exceptions to their sex those monsters call. 
And for their faults and crimes condemn not alL 
For one of those a thousand you may find 
Of charming person and of cultur'd mind. 
Behold the politic, the good Queen Bess 
' By virtuous rule a happy nation bless, 
A Joan of Arc invading armies brave. 
And fall herself a tottering realm to save. 
See the Czarina, as her father great. 
In all the arts and pdicy of State, 
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Tlie heroine Roland tyrant power defy. 
The patriot Corde for her coantry die, 
"With learning fraught, Daeiei^s acholastic page. 
By female genhuugnalize an age, 
And^ in oar natiTC land, a Warren's name 
Rank near a Gibbon's on the roll of Fame, 
And Adams, rieh in histoiT's Tarioos lore, . 
The arduous paths of Literature explore ; 
With Shakespeare, great blasphemer of the fiiir, 
^* Woman thy name is Frailty," then declare. 
The ** semper Tarium " of the bard relate 
Who sang the loTely Dido's hapless &te, 
And let the strains of satire all be sung, 
iVom hitter Juv^ial down to pungent Young ; 
Those female worthies still shall live in &me. 
And honor's halos circle every name ; 
Still shall the virtues of a countless crowd 
Proclaim the bards malicious, false and proud. 
The fool injustice of their pens to show, 
Proo6, living proofs^ (ull many here I know. 
And now forgive, ye fair, if, bold and rude. 
The Muse unbidden on your homes intrude ; 
'TIS not to drag you to the common gaze. 
For modest merit shrinks from public praise ; 
'Tis not, with flattery's sycophantic guile. 
To smooth a frowning brow w win a smile ; 
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But 'tis to pay the homage which is due. 

To Truth, to Beauty, Innocence and Ypu. 

3ome could I name, who m^ver fail to please 

By manners joining digpity and ease ; 

Strictly correct in every thing they say. 

In Virtue's balance every act they weighs 

And while to all the social duties true. 

Good their delight and Heaven their hopeful view. 

E'en watching envy npt a fault can find. 

But owns them pure df heart and rich in mind : 

Censure is dumh, while &miUes and friends 

Revere those virtues^ which the world commends. 

Thrice happy he, by Fortune highly blessi'd. 
By such, as husband lov'd or child caress'd. 
And whom the ties of marriage or of blood 
Have made the guardian angels of his good. 
Ye meii of Pleasure, roving, wild, and gay. 
Can lawless riot these pure joys repay ? 
Say which, thro' life's great voyage, will rather please. 
Love's furious whirlwind or its gentle breeze ? 
Say, when enjoyments have the senses pall'd. 
And unimpassioned Reason is recall'd 
To hold again her abdicated throne. 
Do you not feel abandon'd and alone ? 
When on your spirits moody sorrow weighs. 
When on your health destructive sickness preys^ 



THE VILLAGE. 37 

When cm your lights intide mattgnant foes. 

Assail ^rour fiune^ and stab at yoor repose, 

Sorely no greater good by pHyiiig Heaven 

Can, in its vast benefieenee, be ghren, 

Tban one, tlie friend in all tiie seenes of life. 

The kind eompanion, and the loving ^ife. 

Tet troth must own such paragons are rare. 

And few so good, so lovely, and so fair. 

Thoog^ £reqoeot qoanies may the earth onibld. 

Yet rare are diamonds or the mines of gold : 

So we pereeife the mass of faoman kind, 

Thoogh fidr in spots^ is roogh and onrefin'd. 

Those blest with beanty and by virtae lov'd. 

Of manners poHsfa'd and of taste improv'd. 

Are preoioos gems, 'midst barren mountains found, 

Where dreary wastes and frowning eliffs aboond. 

'Xis hiqipily eontriv'd that man is made 

With tastes and powers of eveiy varying shade. 

Renee ev«iy one the other's wants subserves, 

And eaoh her <iwn peculiar praise deserves. 

As well the hoosewife 'neath the hamble roo^ 

Plying the wheel and labouring warp and woo^ 

As the gay eharmer, mistress oiFfhe heart. 

Who plays in h%her life a brighter part. 

Dot she above all competition tow'rs 

Who adds to other gifts high mental powers. 

D 
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Still would it seem the base, degradin|; plan 
Of selfish, prood, and domineering man. 
By edacation trifling and confin'd. 
To check the progress of the female mind. 
*< A learned woman ! I would spend my life 
« As soon with fierce Erinnys for my wife ; 
<* 'Tis ours to cull the sweets which science yiel 
<< And range alone its vastly varied fields ; 
*' From female weakness, far be such affairs ; 
*' Its only province is domestic cares ; 
<< These woman ne'er should seek to soar abov( 
" For lovely woman 's made for these and love. 
The Christian tyrant's Turkish doctrine this, 
Fatal to love and foe to human bliss : 
For know thatlpeauty's all subduing charms 
Secure no conquests without mental arms ; 
The fair complexion, and the eye's bright glanc 
And pleasing form may conquer in advance ; 
But Wit's munitions, discipline of Thought, 
With Caution's panoply, by Prudence wrought, 
And Virtue to withstand Seduction's shocks. 
Secure and strong as proud Gibraltar's rocks. 
Must be combined to form the perfect wh(^. 
And g^ve complete dominion of the aooL'. 
We ask not woman to partake our toD, 
To join in scenes of danger and tormoii. 
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^^^ Amazonia's maids the war to guide, 
^i^gae in senates, or. in courts preside. 

f*- boasehold Deity, with us she reigns, 

^^ 8oal*8 bttt part in pleasures and in pains, 
^t^t on social virtue's sweet employ, 
'^ejoy of life and life of every joy. 
^m commerce, conquest, politics, and war, 
"^ ^H domesde scenes remov'd afiu*, 
'temptation fidte its vices to impart, 
^o stain her native purity of heart] 
^ Bat this" you say " is dull, cold-hearted praise, 
** Platonic stnuns which any friend may raise : 

'* Give us the Bard, who glows with brighter fires, 

^ Lives by a smUe or by a frown expires, 

'* Who glows with passion and whose transports move 

** To pour in rhapsody the soul of love." 

Ah ! Yani^, thou gay enchantress, learn 
Thoae flitting meteors but a moment bum : 
The passions flarii and then in darkness die, 
WhUe love and friendship constant flames supply. 
This serious truth, ye charming Fair, attend ; 
He loves not truly, who is not a friend. 
Though round your steps may frolic every grace^ 
And Seraph's beauties brighten in your face. 
The heaven you give will be repaid with scorn. 
And you too late your fancy's fictions mourn. 
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To Friendship tarn, whose powers at onee impM 
To rule the judgment and enchain the heart : 
In Venus' cestus there the virtues beam. 
And Cupid's empire rests upon esteem : 
For there alone our highest prsuse will meet 
The virtuous mind and disposition sweet. 
'Tis lovely Mildness, homebred pleasure's Qoeei 
Alive to joy, yet still 'midst cares serene. 
To please delighting, and detesting strife. 
And following reason as the rule of life. 
Which soothes, allures, subdues, refines, andchai 
Wins from our follies, and our rage disarms. 
' How hartih then sounds the Vixen's angry voice ! 
Complauit her pleasure, misery her dioice. 
Each theme of woe in ceaseless change k rung ; 
Perpetual motion hangs upon her tongue ; 
While all around her flippant anger feel, 
Or fly the worse than thuader-4tunning peal. \ . 
'TIS this the child's and husband's life annoys, 
And nuxsB poison witii domestic joysy 
Drives to the bowl to drown disgust and care. 
Incites to crime, and closes with despair. 
Thus Discord urges into ruin's road 
While happy homes secure from vice alntnd. 

But man, wild, active, versatile, and bold, 
What pen his various nature can unfold, 
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; hii aotioas, character, and mieiiy 
ramaUze the vast aod changeful aeene ! 
{ him here, l^e Village for his stage, 
«nery Nature, and the plot the Age, 
ragi*€Oioic subject for the Play, 
.etors of all stamps, from grave to gay, 
bustling, strutting, pompous, loud, and vain, 
iple merit's large and lowly train, 
not the moment lost, as these we scan, 
ebest ** study of mankind is man." 

t eomes the lawyer ; 'tis an honoured name, (9) 

gloiious on the roll of Fame, 

iar for wealth, which birth cannot bestow, 

tery wreath around a lordling's brow ; 

: Q^om the fane of Science borne, 

ary vigils eam'd, by wisdom worn, 

Kirt vast, in which the honours blend 

lOor^s champion and of freedom's friend ; 

tstice fails the sacred name to save 

profanation of tlie fool and knave, 

jackdaws still, the peacock's pomp assume, 

TUt in pride with half a pilfer'd plume. 

I's vicious nature is the primal cause, 

i caird to being government and laws, 

simple systems once, but grown at last, 

!n and arts increas'd, confus'd and vast. 
D3 
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The shields of weakness, terror of the strange 

The guards of right, and puniieAiers of wrong, 

Their um is justice, equity their end. 

The common good the point to which they tend : 

But such the fault of languid oe (tfmind. 

So various the concerns of human kind. 

No code can circle their prodig^pus range. 

Apply to all, and follow as they change. 

To break them, therefore, and he still secure. 

To find out legal ways to grind the poor. 

To cheat the honest and the rogue to aid, 

Has grown an odious pettifogging trade. 

Prompt with demurrers, skilful in abatements. 

To circumvention train'd, and bold in statementi 

Each villain's hireling, us'd by ev'iy knave, 

Of meanest wretches e'en a meaner slave. 

To rob too cowardly, too proud to steal. 

The pettifogger preys on public weal. 

And makes some Justice, a commission'd fool* 

For paltiy aims a secret legal tool. 

Or deeper cheats, to gain him larger fees. 

Performs by quibbles, sophistry and pleas. 

As princes, heedless whether wrong or right. 

Their forces sell in foreign wars to fight ; 

So he, for fees or popular applause. 

Fits oat his arguments for any cause. 
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like lureUng Henbns itai enlist! for pay, 

I^or cares wlio fidls or oonquen in the fray. 

IVks law's pUttn letter stere him in the (JMe ; 

Its ipirit then mutt take the lettet^s plaee ; 

Bot if the wfkit shall oppose his aim, 

"^ letter then must perfiset rey'renee elaim. 

^ deelaratioD do dear proofs deny, 

^^ Reason give his sophistry the lie ; 

''^Reason 's &lse and not to be believ'd, 

^ev'ry witness perjurM or deceiv'd. 

^ Qotwithstandiog his absurd harangues, 

Neglect attend him or dark want o'eihangs, 

^ictitioiis indcM'sees his costs may swell. 

Or clJQiits under par their notes may sell ! 

Or if by clients, whom hk frauds have wam'd. 
Avoided, fear'd, despis'd,abhor'd, and scom'd, 
Tet may his malice rob some wealthy foe, 
Whilst perJQiy aids to lay the yictim low. 
U yengeamce urge or avarice allure, 
Xo virtue's safe and no estate secure. 
O'er your whole life the never sleeping spy, 
Wlulst memoty notes, directs his piercing eye. 
And if, perefaanoe, with careless feet you stray 
From law's oft doubtful and much winding way. 
At once the villain, dead to honest shame. 
Urges his bloodhounds on your wealth and fame. 
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Turns pimp to eatehpoUs and would take with joy 
From off a hangman's hands his Yile emi^oj. 

When bleas'd with soul and gifted with a mind. 
And such there are, we honest lawyers find^ 
Those whose high office is to guard the laws. 
And vindicate from wrong the righteous cause. 
We yield the meed of merited applause : 
Yes more, e'en those whom headstrong passions Qi*gi 
To tempt of daring vice the utmost verge. 
Who, great in crimes, in their eccentric course, 
Superiour art display or mightier force. 
If Genius beam its animating fire. 
We cannot help to pity and admire ; 
But when thick skuH'd, dispassionate, and mean, 
A creeping villain or dull rogue is seen, 
If not from sense of justice quite exempt. 
We load the wretch with hatred and contempt. 
A lawyer he ! O no; he sinks the name 
To lowest depths of infamy and shame. 
Much more the humble appellation fits 
Of petty scribe of low, vexatious writs. 
Whom ne'er a single ray of fancy warms 
To cheer the gloom of precedents and forms. 
Extortion's drudge, a mere machine, which Jews 
In works too vile for them, may freely use. 

Provok'd by insults or some trifling wrong, 
To vengeance urg'd law's m.izy path along, 
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The fredkl litigant reaolyes to fit 

Th* offending neighbour with a ** special vfrit.'* 

Yaros, & lawyer skill'd in legal arts, 

Of high repute for management and parta, 

Of boldest eourage to maiDtain a lie, 

lb reasoning sahtle, in evasion dy. 

To feeling dead, in principle a knave. 
Forever craving as the insatiate grave. 
And now mayhap by hanger urg'd to seize 
On any job which gives a chance for fees. 
His client's bnming fary feeds with oil. 
Urges the suit and lights him to the spoil. 
'Squire Qwk, the Justice, to dispense the laws 
Sits in the pride of pow'r to judge the cause. 
Grave as an owl in solemn state presides. 
And as sly Vann bids, the cause decides : 
Vain all autiiorities, and justice vain. 
Not Dexter^s self a single point could gain : 
Cold as the snows which freeze around the pole. 
No eloquence could warm his frigid soul ; 
Dark as the shades of Milton's Stygian night, 

* 

His mind admits no glimmering ray of light ; 
Too dull for reasoning and too proud for shame. 
No power can move him from his steadfast aim. 

Resoh'd, in follf's and in knavery's spite. 
In other courts to vindicate his right. 
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Th* aggriev'd Defendant, now on fortune's \diee1. 
Still by reviews, new trial, and appeal, 
Throogh every change of law is whirl'd around, 
\nd whirls and changes still, but gains no ground. 
At last his wealth, by fritters worn away. 
By lawyers' fees and witnesses in pay. 
Through long delays although he wins his cause. 
He falls beneath the bulwark of the laws : 
Yet blame not them, themselves most wise and pure. 
But those who use them to oppress the poor : 
They're speculators, usurers, and knavei^ 
And those who condescend to be their slaves. 
On whom Should rest th' accumulated weight 
Of private anger and of public hate. 

On some, although these galling censures fistll. 
Thank Heaven, their truth will not apply to all. 
MLany with minds by law's great science fill'd. 
And in its various practice deeply skill'd. 
In virtue's cause their eloquence employ. 
Virtue support and vice alone annoy. 
The learned judge and upright juror stand 
With those the faithful guardians of Uie land, 
Arise the firm, safe barriers to wrong. 
Afford the weak a refuge from the strong, 
•To all alike their equal rights extend. 
Nor shrink from rank, nor to the wealthy bend. 
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U -why reaoet to litigating skill ? 
ij rob your purses to indulge your will ? 
^^^^y wield the weapons of protecting law 

^^ wage OD social peace offensive war ? 
^^^^y feed Jhe drones who riot on the spoil 
^iur folly yields, though gathered by your toil ? 
it hoDOor reign and treacherous falsehood cease, 
-^nd truth preyail, and industry, and peace, 
^^lioae Idlers then shall starve, or like you now, 
XJtc by their hands and flourish by the plough ; 
Andy truly,- he whose honest labour rears 
One sheaf of grain, or one poor acre clears, 
More praise deserves than all thepamper'd race, 
Excrescent crouds of business and of place. 
Who roll through life in luxury and ease. 
And only flourish by the State's disease. 
Will verdant foliage spring, or blossoms blow. 
When round the plant the fungous blotches grow. 
Or bending boughs be hung with stores of fruit. 
When wasteful saplings all around them shoot P 
Observe the Oak, with useless limbs o*ergrown. 
By wlurlwinds shaken or the storm o'eilhrown : 
Learn firom its fall the certain course of fate. 
And timely check our own exuberant state ; 
For this g^eat right no art or influence moves. 
That all remains which public will approves, 
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And what it chooses ahull be prrni'd away 
Not Jeff'ries' self eoald save or Baeoo sti^. 

Happy my eountry, thus to be seciffe. 
While other realms such monstroas ills endure. 
There rank and power and wealth have rdgn'd soi 
Freedom a name and justice but a dream. 
And from the time when gOYemment began. 
Folly and force eontrol'd the rights of man. 
By lulling art dull reason has been hush'd. 
Plain, honest right by privilege been crusii'd. 
Now cruel Dracoes bloody code prevail'd. 
And now retaliation's rule avail'd. (10). 

To keep pure morals and to make men good . 
Is much the province of the penal code ; 
Still has it been to many States a curse. 
Than perfect license infinitely worse. 
In Albion's Isle, in rude and early times, 
When villains bought a license for their crimes, 
When each atrocious and destructive vice 
Was settled at a known and easy price. 
When murderers IdlPd and pilf 'rers mig^t lurch. 
Yet find a saci*ed refuge in a Church ; 
What then did Law but hang upon the poor. 
And bid the wealthy culprit be secure. (11) 

When legislating Madness makes the laws, 
Adjudging Folly will decide the cause ; 



THE VILLAGE. 49 

*"* tliat corruption, -which in evil hour, 

Allows the one, "will give the other power. 

Hence Truth and Reason kept alike aloof, 

From legidation, trial, judgment, proof ; 

^tenn, blindibld Justice gave her scales to Art, 

•^ Perjury held the -weights on either part, 

^Ht]» had ^etr rank, and Bribery its seat, 

And Power could always sueing Right defeat ; 

^e ordeal's issue was of guilt the test. 

And he judg'd perfect who could juggle best, (12) 

Or by judicial combat his the wrong 

Who yielded to the skilful, brave, and strong. (14) 

Not only tbere did lif^ulness rear her throne^ 
Europe and Asia have been all her own. 
And Infidel and Christian, Turk and Jew, 
Have been her slaves, to all her mandates true. 
She hook'd the tenters in the Russian's frame. 
Screaming and bleeding over Wolga's stream. 
There in cxtremest torture to remain. 
To -writhe in agony and die of pain. 
She tau^t each nerve its proper pang to feel. 
The living buried, broke upon the wheel, 
Knouted, empal'd, and drove to toil in mines. 
Where hope ne'er dawns and scarce a sunbeam shines. (1 5 ) 

Iter's the Bastille, the scc^e of groans and tears, 

The object of a nation's h^te jand fears, 

E 
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The seat of sofiering^ Pandemonittm's conrty 
Abode of horror, and oppression's fort 
The lawless << cachet" it was hers to stamp. 
To keep the dungeons noisome, dark, and dam] 
On the chain'd victim then to turn the key. 
And guard him there till Death should set him fi 

When treacherous Mettus broke his fiuth wit 
"Twas she who pass'd his miserable doom. 
Invented torments never known before. 
And Umb from limb his mangled body tore. 
With human flesh she Roman Shylock's paid. 
And bartcr'd sacred rights in shameful trade. ( 

In Eastern realms with Sultans she has reign'< 
As sovereign judge the criminal arraign'd. 
Wielded the sword, the bastinado usM, 
Aw'd subject nations and the world abiis'd. (18^ 

Here, then, in Law the friend and guard we 1 
Elsewhere a mere destroyer of manldnd : 
Yet even here her blessings to secure. 
Manners must aid and morals must be pure ; 
For when in States neglected virtues faint. 
And catch from vice its all corrupting taii^t ; 
In freemen's hearts when love of country fails. 
And careless negligence of riglit prevails. 
Law then in vain its medicines applies. 
And lovely Freedom pines away and dies. 
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**o law and lawyers then we bid adieu, 
*^ turn to yonder sacred dome our view, 
**t^ impious laymen to religion's shrine, 
^^X3fa pcUifog^ng quacks to the divine. 
^is his, with wakeful care and pious zeal, 
^O watch o'er private good and public weal, 
* The physic of the soul" to all dispense, 
'^Dd cure the ills of pas«on and of sense. 
^o crosier here, no diadem he bears, 
^or Virtue's honour is the crown he wears : 
K'o trembling slaves his dread commands attend, 
llis favour court or to his fury bend ; 
For troth bestows the only arms he wieldi^ 
And all his power is that wluch reason yields : 
His mode of torture 's not the rack and wheels 
But stings of cousoieuce which the guilty feel. 
His end 's not Mammon's goods, but heavenly love 
And ^^ue's joys in realms of bliss above. 

Tet imperfeeticm is the lot trf'man. 
And error seems a part of nature's plan. 
E'en those who guide the travellers on their way. 
Lost and bewDdcr'd, wander most astray. 
And drawn by passion or by pleasure led. 
Through devious paths to ruin's steeps are sped. 
E'en in Rel^on's consecrated fane, 
Fcdly and ^ce the very altar stain ; 
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Unholy lips the hallow'd cup partake^ 
The sacred bread the hands of sinners break, 
Hj'pocrisy prescribes to your belief. 
The very Sacrist is himself a thief. 
And Superstition^ with his thousand cneedsy 
Frowning on Reason as for Truth she pleads. 
Spreads wide confusion and to rage excites. 
In discord trihraphs and in strife delights. 
But cloak'd H}'pocrisy and witless Zeal 
And Superstition, with his heart of steel, 
Their Inquisitions here shall never raise : 
Ne'er shall their torturing faggots round us blaze 
Till peace and love no more shall tnith adorn. 
And fiiithf ul Histoiy's voice shall cease to warn. 
Loud now she warns and pictures every clime. 
From Cain's first offeriiig, through the lapse of til 
By Superstition whelm'd beneath a flood 
Of sufferer^ tears and slaughtered victims' blood. 
At History's call his horrid Imps appear. 
Hell fills the view and Ruin stuns the car. 
With pomp and spleiidour myriad altars rise. 
The wine is offered and the chiliomb dies. 
Fell Moloch, glowing from infernal fires, (19) 
His human tribute fitNn his slaves requires. 
Extends his brazen arms with ample grasp. 
And kills the harmless infiuit in his clasp. 
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J^Urfe. rfthe dead their dire revenge dem«d, 

^ slaughter urge, and arm the warrior't hand ; 

^trocluslost, more furious than a fiend, 

^hilles rages for his fallen friend, 

«smear8 with goi'e the widely spreading plain, 

nd heaps the pjre with bodies of the slain ; 

hen thinks the warrior's ghost in peace shall rest, 

-^nd the curst rites by smiling Heaven be blest. 

A^oracious Saturn gorges infant food ; 

The Earth 's (me censer made of human blood ; (_ 

The Uruids rear their wicker idol's frame. 

Pill it with men, and light the &tal flame. 

Their groves of oaks, whose dark and solemn shades 

No genial ray, no solar beam invades. 

With bright and deathful coruscations gleam. 

And their caves echo as the victhns scream ; 

Till all consum'd, their dureful rites are past. 

And gloom and shade again the scene o'ercast. (19) 

The vii'giu bom, the Heaven descended child. 

At length appear'd ; tlien Pithless men rcvil'd. 

Then Herod slew, intolerance began. 

And Superstition wag'd new wars on man. 

The Christian crosses then were stcep'd in blood, 

Mar^TS-expos'd to be the tygei-'s food. 

An impious sx>ort their cries and sufferings made. 

And Art and Force against their cause array 'U. 

E2 
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Almigbtj Truth prevaird, and mail'd in state. 

Bade safe defiance to the ihafts of Fate, 

With Great Coostantine shar'd the Imperial throne, 

And claimed the ccmquer'd irorld as all her own. 

But Bigoby and Pride imd fell AmhUion came, 

Usnrp'd her sceptre and assam'd her name, 

OppressM mankind, made waste the suhject lands. 

And laid on sacred Arts destroying hands. 

The stately c<dumn and the princely dome. 

The splendid fane and moniimented tomb, 

In ruin fell ; while Sculpture stood aghast. 

And wept despairing for her glories past 

Fair Nature's rival, lovely Paintings view'd 

To all the winds of Heaven her labours strew'd ; 

Then broke her pallette, let her pencdl fall. 

Mingled her tints, and fled beyond recall. (90) 

Pierc'd by no genial ray of mental light, 

Solemn as death, and dark as storms of n^^ 

One black, portentous, universal cloud 

Inwrap'd creati<m with its ample ^roud. 

No Muse's voice did listening Echo hear. 

No sounds repeated but the shrieks of fear. 

Save, as by muttering Monks their beads were stnmg, 

The cell and church with Av^ Marys rui^ 

Or clmster^d Nuns in penance wa^h'd and pray'd. 

Chanted *< Te Deums " and their masses said. (93) 
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^o rob numkiiicl of every gtimpae of hope, 

Mother TjphoD, rote the aeeursed POpe, 

^^^^imi'd thst to him Sanit Petei^s keys -were giTen, ' 

^o biiQ beHmgfd the eiutodj of Heaven. 

^^i^nen obtain'd Mdvatioii — by their pone, 

'^'Hl reakns were damn'd by his avenging oane. 

^"^ hoty 'warEf the bannered eroas anf iirl'd, 

^« half dispeopled the emsaded world, 

With j^toiw ffturdBrv iiU'd the faithless lands, (22) 

A.iid gain'd the Savkmr's tomb by blood stain'd hands. 

^logs he deposed and haughty Emperors brav'dy 

Their pride repressed and distant climes enslavM. 

IVotesting realms he blasted by his breath. 

And doom'd, by thousands, heretics to death. (25) 

To doabt, was seorpion stings of power to feel. 

To stretch on raeiks^ or break upon the wheel. 

Or prove the direst pains of torturing fire. 

And in convulsive agonies expire. (24) 

Kind Heaven relentbg look'd on human grief. 

And pitying sent, in Luther^s form, relief.* 

By Virtue led, his mind with wisdom fraught. 

** Good will to roan and peace on earth** he taught, 

ReaaOD deUnhted, on his accents hung : 

His warning voice tlirough groaning nations rung : 

Resplendent Truth flash'd through the awful gloom. 

And Freedom rose majestic from the tomb. 
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But still resistuig Superstition lowered. 
And still the massy Inquisition tover'd. 
The wasteful carnival of Death was kept. 
And Ruin o'er the struggling Nations swept ; 
To fatal wars destroying Alva flew, 
Unpitying, tortur'd, and unsparing, slew ; 
FeiX>cious Charles his worthiest subjects kill'd. 
And Grallia's streams with human blood were fill'd. ( 

E'en here, our bigot sires, widi cruel hand. 
In hierarchial fury rul'd tiie land. 
Still blush their sons, as fitithful records tell. 
How "Friends" were scourged and Salem witches fell 
Thank Heaven 'tis o'er. The direful scenes are pas 
And gentie toleration reigns at last. 
The various sects in this one tiTith agree. 
That God commanded conscience should be free^ 
With equal eye he views us fr6m above. 
With boundless goodness, and unchanging love. 
To love each other is God's grand behest, 
Man's liighest duty and religion's test. 

Ye holy Pastors, wherefijre then contend 
Your creeds to spread and dogmas to defend ? 
Are ye not all commission'd from above. 
Heralds of peace and ministers of love ? 
Qne God ye worship and one Saviour trust. 
And all alike are children of the dust 
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^^ faithless hearer, listeomg as you preach, 
^^>] wondering at the mysteries you teach, 

train'd to doubt, and thence advancing fast ; 
peonies a perfect infidel at last, 
^^liy to vain tenets strive recruits to win 
-^^ther than save immortal souls from sin ? 
^ee, while ye waste in vain disputes your time, 
■^ow the vast earth is overrun by Crime. 
•Arm'd in his cause, or following in liis train, 
To spread his conquests and confirm his reign, 
Hehold what hosts acknowledge his command. 
What myriad victims fall beneath his hand. 
SlilTd in the art the grand campaign to plan. 
See Dissipation lead the powerful van. 
War, like the Indian, by deceit and stealth. 
And yap the works of innocence and health. 
Then ope an easy and a certain way. 
Through which Diseases rush to seize their prey. 
With secret dagger arm'd and lurking round, 
Mask'd from the sight and fearing every sound. 
In midnight silence. Murder aims the blow. 
Which lays in death the screaming victim low ; 
Whilst vile Ingratitude, too proud to own. 
Too mean to pay the generous favour shown. 
E'en for that kindness which his life prolongs. 
His friend betrays and bene&ctor wrongs. 



5S 



TFIE VILLAGE. 



/ 



Ambition with a blow hews kingdoms down 
And nations wither at Oppression's frown ; 
Cowl'd Superstition dances round her fire. 
And Hate and Envy pestilence expire. 
With these all Crimes triumphantiy career. 
Fair Hope dethrone, and erown Despair and Fear. 
Champions of Truth, then turn on these your rage. 
Turn on the daring Yioes of the age. 
By christian charity allur'd to peace. 
Let furious sects tiieir wordy war&re cease. 
And this cme efifort be their only strife' 
To mend the heart and rectify the life. 
That task to aid the Muse her tribute brings. 
And thus her monitory lesson sings. 

* Though Pleasure may your steps attend. 
And love and wine their joys may blend. 
And fortune add a faitiiful friend ; 

What then ? 

Thievish Time may cease his stealth. 
Age may bloom in rosy health, 
And Avarice wallow in his wealth ; 

What then > 



* Hie hint of the foUowiiig triplets is taken from a latin In» 
tion co;>ied by John Adams, late President of the United St 
froro over the door of the cell of a monk in Spain. 
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^^n^e laurel wi*eath8 his brows surroand, 
"^^nbhioii is with empire crown'd, 
^UQe its st>ace and earth its bound ; 

What then ? 

^^ould Death relenting cease to doom 
* oath and beauty to the tomb, 
In all the pride of early bloom ; 

What then? 

^11 nothing: Power is but a name, 

Tleasnre is a taper's flame. 

Dirt is Wealth, and breath is Fame ; 

What then? 

0, then, in Truth's delightful bowers, 
DeckM with amaranthine flowers. 
Strive, as joy wings all the hours. 

To live. 

0, then, in virtue seek the charm. 
Life's goods to crown and ills disarm. 
And teach, at last, without alarm. 

To die. 

Thoughts such as those, in eloquence array'd, 
Enforc'd by reasoning, and by zeal display'd, 
To simple truth at once can charms impart, 
Illume the mind, and interest the heart. 
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Why tAkOW ReligicMi always ia a veil, 
Confin'd to platforma, and the Church's pale f 
'Tis nonsense all — idolatiy of shapei^ 
Which heated Fancy fix'msand Folly apes. 
Religion mocks those images of au*, 
And^ thron'd with Virtue ever good and fair. 
Proclaims their empire one, their reign the same. 
And human happiness their only aim« 
At Virtue's shrine would man his homage pay. 
Each moral ill would vanish soon away ; 
Earth would become a pai*adise again. 
And pei^ect bliss renew its heavenly reign. 
But hold, yon retinue of death and woe. 
Reminds that man no perfect bliss can know. 
Although a thousand natural ills might cease. 
Should love prevail and innocence and peace ; 
All nature bids the sons of toAn despair 
Of life removed from want, disease, and care. 
He, the professor of the healing art. 
To whom belongs the all important part 
To prop decaying health, to soothe our pain,. 
And find an an^dote for every bane. 
He knows full well what hosts of ills destroy. 
On life's wide field the proudest hopes of joy. 
How health 's attack'd and strength and ^uty fly. 
How genius is cut down and virtues die, 



THE VILLAGB. 61 

lii|^ energies of mind and sonl 
e tyrsnt Death's supreme control, 
too and feh it in the blow 
d at once a friend and brother low.* 
n's dread sommons 'tis in vain to brare, 
th ean help and no phyrician save ; 
an angels frcm the storms of fiite 
i final &brie of the human state, 
ring Miseries dare not seize their psej, 
by powers divine, their<hopes delay ; 
to whom the healing art is giren, 
ash has practis'd, and whieh came from Heay'n, 
m diseases and the life defend, 
fulfill'd, their powers and duties end. 
by Rudi and sanction'd from on high, 
lot then the wrath of God defy, 
! to tamper vith this sacred art, 
e its hallow'd fane imposture's mart, 
le and science wage a constant strife, 
experiment and sport with life ? 
d by arts, to which no merit stoops, 
le crowd are much precession's dupesj 

ite paid in the foregmng lines by an aaooyBious writer 

med olyect may seem improper ; but it is hoped UmK 

rill excuse a few lines indulged^ private fteling aaong 

ated to general amusement. 
F 
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Alike deTOur the promise and die pill, 
Whieh eheat the h(^ and only help to kill ; 
Till poiaoD'd, murdered, by the artful Quacl^ 
They die in all the tortures of the rack. 
See how the vain pre^der hustles round. 
And rings his ceaseless jai^on's empty sound. 
While eager patients seize the tempting lure 
Of boasted knowledge, of most wood'rous eure. 
And potent nostrum, which to all he deals, 
And which cadi ill with equal virtue heals^ 
Fills the low current of Consumption's veins. 
Or heavy Drop63r's bloated pleth'ry drains. 
Warms the cold limbs of Palsy and of Age, 
Or quenches Fever^s most malignant rage. 
Excites, electrifies, and fires the frame. 
Or lulls the nerves and cools the kindled flame. 
The wretch has vouchers too^ by blockheads girei 
Who ow'd their cures to nature and to heaven, 
Preserv'd in wrath their cursed scrolls to fill. 
To furnish victims fiir the Quack to kilL 
But grant his pills, althpogfa with poison rife^ 
By chance have sav'd and tortur'd into life ; 
Where are the dead, in Nature's spite laid low ? 
Where are their proofs ? To chamel houses go s 
Peruse th' advertisements of mouMeriog bones, 
Kead affidavits graven on the stones. 
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I death to anxious truth deeUre 

I deaay'dy and strength and youth eame there ; 

ietiOQ then lament the hour, 

sted life to stupid knaveiy's power. 

pericnoe toil'd through every age, 

I lore the scientific page ? 

section conn'd the human frame, 

17 nerve and shewn its use and aim ? 

; ohymjstf s analyzing art 

searchM and decompo8*d each part, 

I alembic drawn th' elixir free 

's mixture and from error^s lee ? 

the novice, by no master taught, 

ileam'd and with no science fraught, 

office e^er presume to seise, 

eir rites, and trifle with disease ? 

old law apply its harshest scourge, 

: correction the foul evil purge. 

learning (aiiS, and grant that schools 

ill oft their graduated fbols, 

i genius, like the meteor bright, 

St the stars with more consuming light; 

ze my Pei-sian homage pay, 

devoutly reverence esueh ray : 

most in fancy's regions flames, 

er science plodding study claims : 
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€reiuus delights to eoll the Eur hued flowers ; 

Soience the herbs, to learn their healiog powers : 

Grenius herself a Homer^s fancy fir'dy 

Strung Ossian's haip^ and Bums's lays inspired. 

But heavenly seience only can impart 

The great arcana of the healing art. 

Oy then, when untaught flatterers appear. 

Let Prudence frown, and Doubt refuae to hear. 

Notes, which the truant little loves to hear. 
Ringing from yonder dome, salute the ear. 
The youth flock forth, some frolicsome and gay. 
Sport all their care, and all their object play. 
With pranks and tricks and fun delight to raise 
The laugh of pleasure and th' acclaim of praise. 
Pliant of limb and innocent of heart. 
Health and content their active games impart. 
IJg^t study forms their minds by slow degrees, 
With force to conquer and with charms to please ; 
While gentle Discipline, with fit control. 
The conduct rules, but ne'er degrades the soul. 
Some fir'd with young ambition, grave and slow. 
Con o'er the morning lesson as they gO), 
And every power, with glowing ardour strain. 
In the rank'd class the highest place to gain. 
The master's smile of approbation cause. 
Or win their school-mates or the world's applause. 
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w<t, Mdk CMUttUon't breath which bUz'd, 
Ui« |Hnr, holier flame b railed. 
re4 l0ve of aeieiiee'atid the arts 
ui vidb 4i%btfiil glow their youthful hcaiis : 
Aidaifllllt tunp bumi on ; wkh eeaMleas toil, 
glean from tearuhig*! field the ample spoil 
fits, hevarc ; the pale or heoUc cheek, 
auguid eye, the unstrung muscle spi*aL 
: too muah to iiKluleuce luelinM, 
trough too ite«ly tensioii of the miinl, 
fadiug bloom of rosy health declal^^ 
leave your wocping friends iu dark du«j>nl' 
roal gloom scorns hanging o'er your liuiC^ 
e melancholy fits her deepest weclt, 
late, with gay antivipatiuos blest, 
oiuling hope with anxious cai'c 's ui/j>- <. - 
not then so rash, wasto nui so s>u(i:i 
{nant Heaven's iuvaluable boon, 
gift of health, the meaa of ricbi.h* y, 
eAil actiou, aiw! of sweirt cuipioy . 
not too fiist Tour aearcb ol vi 'ntfl'Mt: 
pore too long the plcasiug mAu...-. 
lov and then ailiietx ^aiucb uL , 
hall aud leaiw:-.^. -wivsuJi^ ai.i- > 
kh new arrugiii siiu.; nc.n. > 
Riiud^wkb wiuril iutv> . ,- . 
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The late lean Umbi their fair proportions gaio, 
Andhlooming strength expel disease and pain. 

What yarioos natures are within that sehool. 
From wise and artfnl to the almost fool ! 
What different tempers at that centre meet* 
From fieree and fiery to the mild and sweet. 
The moral elements of good or ill 
To rage in storms or gentle dews distil. 
To fill mankind with horror and alarm. 
Or virtue save and free the world from Iwrm, 
As education qualifies, combines. 
Prepares, directs, disposes, and refines. 

It is not nature, fortune, food, or clime 
Or casual circumstance of place or time. 
Which makes man wise, or good, or brare, or greats 
Fit for the field or qualified fiir state. 
Those ne'er create ; though sometimes thejr oontnA, 
Support the faint or sink th' aspiring soul. 
Exalt the cruel Nero to a throne. 
Or pull the gentle, generous Louis down. 
'Tis Education's skilful, plastic hand. 
As the mind <^>ens and the powers expand. 
Which moulds their varying shapes,, directs their coarse. 
Imparts new . charms and adds redoubled force. / 
'Twas that which wing'd great Newton's mental flight 
To ererr star which decorates the night. 
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lek the Comet, open Nature's Uwa^ 
ink all being to ita great Firtt Caxiae. 
18 that inspired immortal JMaro's song, 
as that whieh thunder'd from a Tally's tongue. 
y learned Aristotle' s precepts tanght, 
Homer^s Terse inspir'd with daring thought, 
e Macedonian, bred to endless fame, 
read through the world the terror of his name. 
Ad gloomy monks his education rol'd, 
petit maitrea had the hero sehool'd, 
Hiat had he been, except a furious priest, 
>r drunken rake, &ir Honour's scorn and jest P 

What if a Shakespeare, scorning yulgar rules, 
FlusM to immortal fame without the schools 
A ttodions mind was his, replete widi thought. 
And e'en widi lore scholastic deeply fraught : 
SUU though Us fiiney, like Jcfaorah's will. 
An universe of spaee with worlds could fill, 
Tet not from nothing was the fabric made, 
Learning materisk found and rules lent aid. 
Had Shakespeare's self from school made books been kept 
His powers had languish'd and his genius slept 

Such and so vast is education's force. 
To form the character and trace Kfe's course. 
Here, all alike her liberal gifts may share, 
From the \yoac foundling: to the wealthy heir. 



68 THE VILLAGE. 

And scarce a beggar but tbe praise may olaiot 
To read bia bible and to -write his name. 
How jocund pass theyoothfnl years away 
Beneath her pleasing care and gende sway. 
Conscience has tlien no worm within the Ivreafl^ 
Revenge no furies to disturb the rest : 
The fiercest anger trifles soon api)ease. 
And every novelty has power to please : 
No strong afflietionB cling around the heaK, 
No deep concerns distressing fears impart ; 
The friend departed draws a£fection's tear, 
Which flows no longer than the hearse is near;- 
Some sport soon ^es the wounded heart relirf 
And drives away the evanescent grief. 
E'en now, while memory's retrospective eye, 
Beholds the*9cene and calls forth many ngfa. 
Kens* the wide field of early joys laid wast^ 
And dwells, Vegi-ettiug^ on the pleasing paaC^ 
Yet, as at intervals, the eager gaze 
Rests on the'pleasures of life's morning daya^' 
Observes the school boy tricks, the sportive aims. 
The roguish plots, the hard contested games. 
Reflection brings a soft, aaoothing charm 
To chase each sorrow and each cttre diatunn. 

Stern, but not cruel, although l^ind yet 'grwre. 
Strict and severe yet not the pasnon's slave. 
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eonirols the school^ 
^iVlth power despotic but with gentle rule ; 
^*lie Babel jttrgon, and the wild turmoil^ 
*^^e playful discord aud the augiy broil, 
-^^d by bis finown, or feartul of his hand, 
^n quick iobmissi(m yield to his eomioand ; 
^lis snule Attentkm studies to obtain, 
Ajid rich Improrement treasures up her gain. 
Ilieir tasks perlbrm'd, the liberated boys 
J^ain return to playfulness and noise, 
fieneath.thdr captains, whose soperiour parts 
Iq wrestlings boxing and gymnastic arts, 
HaTe often won the loud, approving shout, 
Arrangf d on sides, appears the sportive rout 
Quiekly the snow form'd battlements iuise, 
And swift the storm of concrete weapons flies. 
Perchance some wounded warrior sobs aloud ; 
The taunting shout resounds from all the crowd. 
To monm his tamisfa'd fame he skulks away, 
And leaves to hardier lads to end the fray. 
The battle rages fierce, the parties close. 
Fast fall the champbns, weltering in the snows ; 
Till fugitire, at length, the weaker yield. 
And leave the fise possession of the field. 
Not greater gloiy did Atreides daim. 
To Trojan heroes was not greater shame, 
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When conquest round his brows her laurels bomi^ 
And mighty Dium's ruins strew'd the groondy 
Than these young, bloodless combatants demand^ 
Than feel the soldiers of the yanquidi'd band. 

Such are the scenes which youthful years present 
A healthy body and a mind content. 
In learning's fields enrich'd with golden finut. 
Taste culls the flowers and science digs the root. 
And claims the stores of long revolving time» < 

By letters hoarded up from every clime. 
Yes from the Press and graphic traces flow 
The noblest joys mankind possess below. 
Mind had been shrouded in the gloom of ni ght, 
'Till those created and diiFus'd the light 
Then passed die dismal sceue, the clouds were elear^c 
And a new world of intellect appear'd. 
Blest be the typographic art, which brings 
To present view the time-hid coui-se (^things. 
Speaks for the dumb, gives shape and hue to mindy 
Ears to the deaf^ and learning to mankind. 

This sti*ange, preserving, multiplying art • 
Can life coeval with old time impart. 
Make wisdom present in each hour and place. 
And spread its commerce through the human race. 

Embalm'd in gum and aromatic drug 
And hid in eaves in deep recesses dug 
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Old Egypt kept her fklten leaden' forms 
From foal eorruption and deyouring worms. 
Twas moekery of Death, who laugh'd to view 
The ahrivell'd mummy, to his likeness true : 
But by the press, his slaughtering arm is foil'd, 
And half his trophies from the tomb despdl'd : 
In Tain he lets his deadliest arrows fly. 
The poet, sage, and statesman never die. 
The fiiithfol press in all their native eharms, 
Their wit, their life, their very soul embalms, 
C^ves them to all to imitate and love. 
Correct the heart and intellect improve, 
Qow pure the sources of perennial joy 
With them the hours of leisure to-emplqy. 
To joke with Swift, to moralize with Youn^ 
And list to all the strains each bard has sung. 
Do yoQ delist mid rural scenes to stray ? 
The sprightly Thomson will direct the way. 
The various view in pleasing landscape trace. 
And add to natures charms redoubled grace. 
Or does it please you rather to explcnre 
The fisdry realms of legendary lore. 
Or o'er the map of man your eye to cast. 
And roam with history throughout the past ; 
[n all those aims, the guiding^ aiding press 
Will crown your labours with the wish'd success. 



\ 
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Ere anj toeial intereoone begtn. 
Ere arts redaimM and leanimg polkh'4 man, 
Nature't tmtntQr'd and feroekms ehild. 
With brother hmtes roam'd ofer the ioreit wiM. 
The sturdy hunters commm dangers jofai'd. 
And matnal wants m social bonds combinM : 
Then arts arose and science soon appeared 
To decorate the fabric God had reared : 
In power and wealth enlighten'd nations g;rew. 
Empyreal heights unpinionM Genius flew. 
The soil was till'd, the seas o'erspread with fleets, 
<' Heaven, earth, and ocean plundered of fhiear swec 
O that those times, proud days of Greece and Room 
Might have esoap'd their melancholy doom. . 
Cui-st be die fiend, who broke the lyric strings 
And dash'd the waters of Pieria's springs 
Who drove Bellona's car o^er wmlu of mind. 
And brou^t primeval chaos on manlund. 
The Goths and Vandals first the world o*etl«n. 
But Superstition elo8*d what they began. 

Wliy did great Bacon waste his powers away. 
Shut from the joys of litis and light of day f 
Because, in eruel Superstition's eye. 
Philosophy was crime and truth a lie, 
Nature a witch, and he an impious wreteh, 
Wlio dar^d her movements search Or aspect sketcli 
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~^^Vhf WB8 immortal Galileo's life 
"^^th idiot ohurehmeQ spent in dangerous strife f 
^^fieeanse he eoold not stop the rolling world, 
^^8 roaod the son its nipid course it whirl'd. 
^Beeanse to teadi the eternal laws which mov^ 
*The (Mrbs revolving in their Sf^eres above, 
^as impidis heresy, beyond all hope 
Of e'er receiving pardon from the pope. 

Coold learning flourish mid such scenes as these. 
When nought but furious bigotry could please ? " 
No! Crenios fell by tyrants at its birth. 
And Freedom fled, desponding, from the earth : 
Freedom retnm'd, with Science hand in hand 
Spreads their mild sway o'er nearly every land. 
Freedom and Science are two faithful friends ; 
MThere one resides the other close attends ! 

Hence e'en in Allnon's Bceotian clime. 
Thro' fogs and mists they've reared their power sublime ; 
The joyful muses raise their sweetest strain. 
And all the arts are followers in their train. 

Hence, in those realms, with every boon endow'd) 
Which Nature's bounty ever yet allow'd, 
Whero Sultans reign, whose force aiid will are law. 
And despots make on man perpetual war. 
Oppression all his energies curtails, 
And stupid, barbarous ignorance prevails. 

n 
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Hence too, in this, oar dear Columbia't tUme^ 
Blooming as spring, and durable as timey 
The stately tree of science and of art 
Shall wave loxoriant over every part 
Like India's orange, rich with flower and fruity 
Its top shall tower and deeply sink its root ; 
Its loaded branches amply shall supply 
Food for the mind and pleasure to the eye. 
While distant realms shidl envy and admire^ 
Yield us the palm and to our &me aspire. 
The human mind shall here pursue its coarse. 
With steady aim and all subduing force. 
Till folly's fortresses be batter'd down. 
The powers of errour all be overthrown. 
Barbarian ignorance from her seat be harl'd. 
And truth triumphant rule the happy world. 

On these high themes the Muse delights to dwellj 
And with spontaneous praise the pseans swell. 
As when the breeze, the gentle breeze of spring. 
Touches the harp, it tunes the trembling string. 
So, when Columbia's future glories rise. 
As o'er the mind th' enchanting vinon flies. 
Then music wakes and then the soul of fire. 
Though faint and feeble, boldly sweeps the lyre. 

But other scenes demand the humble song ; 
They woo thee, Satire, and invite thy thoug. 
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^ ! «id to lash blmd folly from the stage, 

^nd mend by stem severity the age. 

^ ! drire the fiend. Intemperance, away 
IBre Tiee attack, or rain seize the prey. 
See where the reeling monster stalks around. 
How God's redoubled curses blast the ground : 
See how the air, oormpted by his breath. 
Is fiird with every plague of woe and death. 
All penury's ills his wretched follower feels, 
And every crime is dog^ng at his heels. 
In yonder mart, where luxury resort^ 
And avarice vends what vanity imports. 
Where loungers loiter, and the fool repairs 
To waste his hours and run in debt for wares. 
He sits at hmne, ahd, life and sense to drown. 
Brims the deep bowl and guzzles poison down. 
Though drunkards listen or attention flag. 
With nonsense still his noisy tongue he'll wag. 
And, (^n drinking, still grows wise and great. 
Settles all questions in the church and state. 
Hiccoughs an oath, and stammers out a song. 
Then strives to rise, and falls his length along. 

What hosts of slaves his livery assume, 
live in debauch, and stagger to the tomb. 
Misfortune seeks in spariding cups relief. 
The dream of pleasure in the drowse of grief ; 
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Whilst opiate drams, a moment aoodung carer. 
Lull him m crime, hatroase him in^lespair. 

The witching potion feverish genius takes. 
Which warms the heart and jolly laughter wakes; 
While, all the mind to' wild excitement wrought. 
Wit points the joke and fanoj lights the thought. 
'Tis as when lightning blazes in the storm. 
Yet clouds convolving all the heavens deform. 
While terror trembles as the thunders crash^ 
And death exulting rides the meteor flash. 

But not the pleasures of the sparkling glas^ 
.Which jocund friends in social circles pass ; 
Not rare carouKils where the free and gay 
Toast sainted worth on freedo>j\'s natal day ; 
Not those we blame, but pleasure's vile abuse. 
The drufiken revel, and the riot loose. 
The wastp of time, the loss of fame and wealth. 
Domestic comforts, innocence, and health. 
O ! ere the poisonous beverage ye sip. 
Ere yet the witching draught pollute your lip ; 
Pause and reflect ! of wife and children think. 
By every sober joy, forbear to drink. 
With rosy Naiads to the fountains go. 
And quaff the ciystal streamlets as they flow. 
Or taste P6mona's cup, where rich and clear. 
Is preas'd the varioos fruitage of the year. 
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Or the full horn of Amalthea dram. 

And Tital health shall flow in every Tern : 

No heavy gloom shall cloud the dizzy brain, 

No qualms shall rise nor |>enitential pain. 

Bat active yoath witli manhood march along. 

And grey haired age remain as manhood strong: 

Xill ripen'd life, th' autumnal season past, 

"Will gently sink into the grave at last 

Than fool Intemperance not a smaller pest, 

fiehold another fiend the scene infest, 

£ach village haunt, and mar each social joy. 

Harass mild peace and harmony destroy. 

^18 gabbling Scandal. From her jaundic'd eyes^ 

D'o act escapes ; no passing whisper flies, 

But what her quick and ever listening ear, 

As echo faithful, never fiuls to hear. 

Her constant efforts no repose require. 

No walls discourage, and no vigils tire. 

No place is safe ; amongst the graves she prowls, 

Loiks in the ways, in every circle scowls, 

Her folio journal, with exactest care. 

Swells with each trifle, lighter than the air. 

Then opes the page to every curious eye. 

And smiles in triumph, as succeeds the lie. 

By falsehood coloured and with nonsense fraught, 

Lo ! what a mass the envious hag has wrought. 

G2 * 
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Here tittletattle fills the ample page ; 

There youth is libell'd and abos'd old age ; 

Here, trac'd in gall, appears the beauteoiu &ce» 

There sneers aad jests prc^ane the loveliest grace ; 

Here innuendos stun the fairest fame) 

There bold aspersion blots an honoured name ; 

In every line is envy, ^ite, and rage. 

Folly indites and malice fills each page. 

Foul Witch, avaunt, compose unsettled peace. 

Repent thy fury and thy nonsense cease ; 

So shall the friend again repose on friend. 

And jarring feuds in social blessings end. 

Confiding Love with constant Virtue reign. 

And Mirth and Pleasure frolic on the plain. 

Yet O ! beware of Parly Spirit's rage. 
The source of direst ills to every age. 
The lowering cloud o'er Freedom's brilliant star, 
Heavy with ruin, black with civil war. 
As where in deserts of Arabian lands 
Some gushing spring spouts up amidst the sands, 
Its dewy freshness feeds the towering palms^ 
And clothes the spot with all of Nature's charms ; 
But when the hot Sirocco rushes by. 
The withering beauties catch the blast and die : 
BOf midst a world of tyranny and dread, 
VHiere blooming Freedom ditx^ its flowery head 
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^ ^^^ bleai'd land, its blushing hoDOurs blow, 
''^^^ ripening fruits in rich loxurianoe grow ; 
^^^ Party Spirit's pestilential power 
• ^ts the fidr growth and bl%hts the charming flower, 
*=4ile factious feuds and unforgiving hate 
half the civil honours of our State. 



^^ Ins and Outs a constant wM&re wage, 
^th all tiie malice of vindictive rage, 
^^ith all the ardour avarice inspires, 
^"^^ all ambition's stimulating fires. 
^ O either side unnumbered followers throng, 
^^me right in modve, most in action wrong, 
"^ttailants fience, accoutred cap a pie, 
^ti pride's and prejudice's panoply. 
VVith loud declaiming demagogues at head. 
Or now and then, perchance, by statesmen led, 
liesolv'd, though conquer'd, still to scorn to yield, 
They take with clash of arguments the field : 
Truth tilts with Error and she hurls amain 
Her fiiroeful weapons, but she hurls in vain ; 
On Folly's mail they &11 with thundering sound. 
And blunted fall unhonour^d by a wound. 
Should sage Experience show her reverend form. 
Thus would she lull to peace the raging storm. 

'* Contending fools ! your tumult cease. 
And Eear the words of Age, 



1 
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Return to matnal love and peace. 
And banish Party Rage. 

When tyrants, grasping lawless power. 
Stretch forth the iron hand ; 
O, then your hurtling vengeance shower. 
And drive them from the land. 

When fore^n foes the ocean sweep 
To rob the freighted waves, 
Let thundering cannon rink them deep 
Within their watery graves : 

But let not War's accursed thirst 
' Be.slak'd with blood of friends. 
And Nature's holy ties be burst, 
As sire with son contends. 

By History's all instructive page 
The ills of Faction know^ 
And learn from ci\il discord's rage 
\Vliat crimson torrents flow. 

See Henry's lily tinted rose 

And Richard's ruby flower. 

On English grounds their bloom disclose, 

Bedew'd with human gore. 
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^ee Freedom from her empire hurl'd 
On dread Pharsalia's field, 
-^nd the proud Mistress of the world 
ITo Usurpation yield. 

Xji priscm, exile, woods, and glens^ 
"Xhrou^li Fortune's changes run, 
¥^erce from foul Mintumia's fens 
And arid Lybia's sun. 



Marius now, in evil hour, 
li^dst Punic ruins mourn. 
And now, by rising Faction's power 
To empire's honours borne. 

A seventh time Lord of wretched Rome, 
His sevenfold fury glows 
To seal in general death the doom 
Of rivals and of foes ; 

But Faction, led by passions wild, 
A frequent change requires ; 
A party's Idol 's soon revil'd. 
And yields to new desires. 

The tyrant falls ; but Faction rears 
Another Moloch's fane ; 
Triumphant Sylla soon appears 
And fixes Terror's reign. 
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The yirgin's Bereama^ the matron's moans. 
The fieree, tomaltaoas fight. 
Ten thousand vietimB' dying groans^ 
And onjyersal fright, 

Here self destroy'd Despair, a eanCf 
And Cbundnr brib'd and hush'd, 
There Law beneath Preseription's force 
In moumfol ruins crudi'd. 

With goaiy heads the Foram fill'd. 
The streets besmeared with Uood, 
And mangled bodies of -the klU'd 
Damming the Tyber's flood ; 

These were the ills in ancient Rome, 
Which flow'd from Faction's rage. 
And such has been the constant doom 
In each succeeding age. 

When Titus brav'd Jeruslem's Powers, 
And storm'd its triple wall. 
Battered its high and solid towers 
And shook it to its fall ; 

Had harmony within prevail'd 
And jarring fiu&tions jdn'd. 
In vain his legpons had asaail'd. 
In Yain the world combin'd. 
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The wood'rous fime of Israel's Caod, 
StQl towering and sablime. 
Unhurt by battering War had stood 
Through all the rounds of Time. 

Holy of Holies, so shall stand 
Your Freedom's saered fane. 
The pride, the safety of the land 
In solid pomp remain, 

Tj^ Factions meet in clril war 
To tear its pillars down. 
Till Usurpation conquer Law 
And cUdm its regal crown. 

hi Union is the cable's strength 
By which the anchor 's cast, 
With flexUe power and ample length 
To hold your safety fast ; 

But all the cable's threads entwin'd, 
Strong as the golden chain. 
Whose wond'rous tenure holds combin'd 
The Heavens, and Earth, and Main, 

Are torn apart by Faction's arts 
And disunited stand. 
The Ship of State her mooring starts 
And wrecks upon the strand. 
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O then your factioas discord oeaae 
And hear the words of Age, 
Return to mutual love and peace 
And banish all your rage. 

Such is the lore by reverend Wisdom taught, 
' From observation leam'd and searching thought. 
In vain ! her vdce, unheeded as the wind. 
Touches no string upon the vacant mind : 
In party strife the friend divides from friend 
And severed kindred sullenly contend. 
Here let us seek this direful Discord's ;Miurce 
And follow down the poison'd fountain's course. 
Pure, abstract virtue, to mankind not given. 
Since Cato's death, has been confin'd to Heav'n : 
Some secret hope of profit or applause, 
A primum mobile, a moving cause. 
The moral system of the world conti-ols, 
And marks th' eccentric eoui*se of human souls. 
Mankind are selfish, love of public good 
Is little felt and seldom understood ; 
But once in f^^es as the comet bright. 
Flash forth the transient glories of its light. 
Emblaze Columbus with its lambent flame. 
Or rise to light our Washington to £ame. 
Then stream away in realms of space afor 
To shine agtun, a fair, millennial star. 
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'*ine, nobly selfish of their own respect, 

^^Q just and honest, faithful and con*ect ; 

^half of Uiose, although a sinking land 

iould ask their purse or claim an aiding hand, 

"ould fear to danger to oppose a shield, 

id shrink unpaid a sacrifice to yield. 

Some meanly selfish, a moi*e Tenal crew, 

ith nought but power or riches in their view, 

kile frowning Virtue interdicts in vain, 

e basest means the fovourite end to gain. 

patriot merit slander's shafts they aim, 

ith Tacant heads and noisy tongues declaim, 

ery the statesman, puff the stupid knave, 

pport the traitor, stigmatize the brave, 

U wisdom folly, honour's self de&me, 

scdour truth and every thing misname. 

id why ? Forsooth a rival to disgrace, <p 

> win a salary or to steal a place. ^^ 

Where public favour no distinctimi shows, j* 

) rank indulges, and no title knows, 

here equal rights, as common blessings, fall, 

te solar rays and evening dews, on all ; 

liere wealth no power or privilege insures, 

id office opes to every one its lures, 

** Censor Monim" each the other eyes, 

rraigns his life, and every erroor tries, 

H 
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While Degradation pulls the felon down^ 
And Accusation wins the laurel crown. 
Hence riyal crowds in competition strive 
To bask in honours and by office thrive. 
Who wins the eager and tumultuous race ? 
Sure, Merit only should be paid by place. 
Alas ! Caprice^ too oft, elections rules. 
Too oft preferment falls to rogues and fools. 
Judge not by honours, learn the thing to scan 
And separate the officer and man. 
Creature of form, exterior, and parade. 
Too oft, the officer by fraud is made ; 
Some fourteenth CkMian, potent in the State, 
Formed him his tool and placed him with the Gre 
But let Discernment nuse the veil of Art, 
You laugh with scorn or with abhorrence start. 
How fell that badge, due only to the brave. 
Upon the shoulder of yon recreant knave P 
Forsooth by gaining each unwilling friend 
His suit to aid and character commend. 
Wlvat plac'd that lump of almost lifeless clay, 
A soulless creature, in promotion's way ? 
His place was won by sycophantic guile. 
By claims unfounded and by beggary vile, 
Or Wealth perhaps by influence might gain 
What only modest Merit should obtain. 
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^«^ino8iu flaent pleads his Party's cause 
^idst gaping crowds and thunders of applause, 
"^tid shews to biass'd minds, as clear as light, 
^hat truth is falsehood] and that wrong is right. 
He scatters dc^pooas coin'd in folly's mint, 
Ajid proves assertions by a lieing print. 
Id tides of eloquence invectives flow. 
Bear down the fame of every party foe. 
Drive documents to wreck, sweep facts away, 
And drown poor Reason in the wordy spray. 
Were his the power he'd drench the land in blood. 
And slaughter half its sons — for public good : 
Like other madmen still bethinks he 's right, 
And still, in Nature's and in Reason's spite. 
Assumes the patriots and the statesman's name. 
And sighs for office, influence, and fame. 
Full oil he wins them, while th' admiring crowd. 
Of one so bustling, positive, and loud. 
Measure the knowledge by the self conceit. 
And think the puflPd up nothing truly great 

The minor elves of Party Spirit view. 
The pedlers of old lies vamp'd up anew. 
The whippers-in of voters gone astray. 
Runners ol faction, zanies of the play. 
Yet blame not them, they know not to explort 
The paths of learning for the Statesman's lore. 
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News-paper columns their researches hound ; 
On hearsay evidence their creeds they found ; 
They have of knowledge and of truth no test 
Except the Village Lawyer or the Priest, 
Whose hold assertions have with them more weigl 
Than all Montesquieu thought or Histories state : 
Sense first may douht, hut repetition hlinds, 
And hears at length conviction to their minds. 

Aloof, the Patriot eyes the scene below, 
With calm contempt or with indignant glow* 
His wide philanthropy spreads unconfin'd. 
Beyond a Party's hounds to all mankind ; 
flis liberal mind a general system frames, 
And in that system knows no private aims. 
No views to self, no patronage of friends, 
No mean contrivances for paltry ends. 
No factious tumults move his steadfast soul. 
No lures entice him and no threats control ; 
Through changing times, midst all the scenes of S( 
As stem as Justice and as fixM as Fate, 
He stands sublime and nobly stems the storm 
Of Folly's rage and popular alarm, 
'Till, all his greatness by the world confess'd. 
Feared by the vicious, by the good caress'd. 
He meets at last the meed he spum'd to claim. 
The uoaooght prize of office and of fiune ; 
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. ^^ office adds to him no higher grace^ 

^ ^ he reflects Ids brightness on his place. 

♦'Jfiusive blessings widely swell around, 

"^ftd public weal with party spoils is crown'd. 

Ye virtuous Yeomen, Guardians of the land, 

^e yours the heart, the ever ready hand, - 

Sach worth to aid, such wisdom to select, 

Sach truth to shield, such honoui* to protect. 

What though no gay armorials declare 

Of titled knaves that he 's the legal heir ? 

His rank is first by Heraldry of Heaven, 

To whom the powers of intellect are given. 

What though no pomp his humble state allows ? 

He 's truly rich whom virtue's wealth endows : 

Plao'd on the level where your fortunes rest. 

He knows your wants, he feels when you're oppresi'd. 

Enjoys your good, participates your pains. 

Sinks as you fall, and as you prosper gains. 

Such, your wise choice, in happy uiiion blend 

The servant, statesman, patriot, and friend. 

Your forms of government, by Wisdom gpven. 

Have met the approving smile of favouring Heaveu : 

Your rightful heir, posterity demands 

Your sainted Sires' entailment at your hands. 

guard it with the Vestal's sleepless care. 

And leave it e'en more perfect and more fair. 

H3 
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Reader farewell ! The humble lay is o'er. 
The ** Vaiage" bard's faint voice you'll hear no more. 
With bleeding heart he tlirows his harp away, 
To toil in Law and climb its rugged way. 
Accept, thou Muse, his long, his sad adieu. 
O, might he still the pleasing task pursue. 
He'd stiive to reach at last your sacred spring. 
And strike with abler hand the tuneful strings 
Yield worthier offerings and a temple rear. 
Which Time might reverence and Oblivion fear ; 
And when, by heaven's irrevocable doom. 
His frame should moulder in the silent tomb. 
His voice might then from Echo's caves resound. 
And Virtue listen to the grateful sound : 
But BO ! vain dreams ! away ! the client calls, 
The vision flies, the air built fabric falls. 
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PART I. 

SKETCHES OF SLAVERY. 



(1) 
SscT. 1. THE origin of slavery was such asis suited to 

ihe continued infamy of its character. At the age of upwards 
of six hundred years the temperate use o£ wine, to restiB^ the 
perishing stamina of life, might properly be indulged. It hap- 
pened, however, that on one mcaaion, the venerable Noah 
had drank too deeply of the fruits of his first XHMtdiluvian 
vintage, and as he lay in his teut, sleeping away the fumes 
of intoxication, in a situation which the filial piety of Shem 
and Japheth led them to veil with averted eyes, his unfor- 
tunate son, the progenitor of the Canaanites, detected his 
situation. At that luckless moment the Father <* awoke 
from his wine," and, in the sudden flush of shame and anger, 
the terrific denunciation burst from his lips ; — ^"Cursed be 
Canaan, a servajtt of servarUa shall he he unto his breth- 
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ren." Thus do we find, that, ia fulfilling the wise ^parpo^ 
of Deity, the most pious of men have hecn made the iostT* 
ments of his wrath, and as Adam, by eaUng of the forfaiddfi 
fruit, called down that corse which renders life short, fi 
th^ second father of mankind, by his unhallowed drtuf^ 
brought tliat, which renders it miserable. 

The horrours of slavery have been so often painted in tb 
vivid hues of fiction and the dark colours of history, thattb 
mind turns with disgust from the too familiar view, and kii 
tated sensibility shudders at the i*epetition of the nanx 
The masterly geniuses of Wilbei*foixe, Pitt, and Fox hit 
illustrated the subject with all the ornaments of eloquenee 
and exhausted the powers of reasoning and descriptioQ in & 
playing its character. Like Michael and his angels the 
stood forth in the cause of justice and virtue, and their ti 
umph at last put an end to the brokerage (tf blood, andtli 
traffic of the common birthrights of humanity. Those wl 
delight in the history of human deiiravi^ and tragic waSk 
ing, will find enough to satiate the keenest appetite in tl 
addresses of those philanthrophiststo the British Parliamei 
ou the question of the abolition of the African slave trad 
In denouncing that trade, the writer is not actuated by tfa 
enthusiasm, which can see in the negro, not only man i 
graded into a slave, but man, capable of the intelleetoal € 
eellence of the European, palsitnl in all his energies by % 
toa«h of oppresskm. He cannot see in him the being d« 
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, ■*W by Montgomery, with " power on his forehead, beau- 
ty in his face." On the contrary while he acknowledges the 
r kh^ inhabitant of Congo or Guinea as a member of the ho- 
■» fintemity, he still asserts his natural inferiority of intel- 
leet To ^ maik those whom God marks" is clasiBed among 
^i^^risms which sage observation has discovered, and, 
■Kly, there is no portion of mankind whme physiognomy 
kehsi impressed with more striking indications of mental 
■beeUity than that of those beings. Yet so powerful is ed- 
ucation to supply with learning where there is a deficiency 
of genhis, and strengthen by art what is weak by nature ; 
tlttt, if we could see the Negro rising from his native degra- 
didoo, by the power of imitation, of instrucUon, or of reflec- 
tion, we should acknowledge liis capacity, and look to the 
fittorefor his improvement : but, wherever we examine, we 
fiadoDly the slightest traces of invention, of investigation, of 
ttt, or of comlnnation of thought. In his wild state he is a 
9*gsrioiis animal, active and ardent, but apparently guided 
^ iDstinet as much as by reason. In his domesticated state, 
Oithe country of the European, within the hearing df the 
^^ of pulpit and forensic eloquence, and in the sight of 
^ operations and effects of every art, we never see him ris- 
ing above the barbarism of ignorance. With regard to him, 
Biedioeri^ becomes excellence, excellence a prodigy, a 
Cliristopbe tlie hetx) of history, and a PhilUs Wheatiy the 
OHise of poetry. An instance cannot be found, since the 



96 APPENDED. 

fint diseoYery of the Western coast of Africa, of one of Ifkl 
habitants or their descendants exerting comprehensre 
energetic efforts of intellect Bat thcj are men, and nopleti 
private advantage or public policy can justify their endiK 
ment, or palliate the enormities committed in stealing tbci 
from their native country, subduing them to obedience^ in 
working them as if they were beasts in human shape. A pa 
ticular description of those enormities will not be attempto 
but a general view of their nature and extent may periMf 
be interesting, and to some readers instructive. 

(2) 

Sect. 2. It is stated by Mr. Nccker, the celebrate 
French financier, tliat the French colonies in 1784 containe 
nearly five hundred thousand slaves. Before the abditioo * 
the slave trade to the British colonies in 1796 eighty thOQ 
and slaves were annually exported from Africa to be ca 
signed to servitude. In 1768 the numbers amounted to ^ 
wards of an hundred thousand, more Umn half of whom wei 
taken for the West-India Islands. They have been sooi 
times procured from a distance of many hundred miles 
the interiour of the country, over the sandy and heated dc 
erts of which, they have been driven by the dealers, yok" 
together in files to prevent tlieir escape, and compelled 
the same time to bear on their backs the provisions, vlu< 
the barrenness of the country they passed through, prevei 
ed their obtaining on the way. Tliis would not be io ma 
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•ilcQiated to exeite our eommiseratioDj if it ii true that onlj 
crinuoalB and those who have been taken prisoners of war 
Ittve been subjected to this fate. Histoiy shows the fiict to 
beveiy different The women of BengueU allore men to 
^bdr arms and then betray them, that they may be trans- 
fierred from their embraces to the chains of slavery. A 
Coogoese << will sell his wife, son, or daughter, for a few 
beads, a piece of cloth, or a bottle of brandy.*' The num- 
ber of slaves annually obtained from them alone are estima- 
ted by Mavor at fifteen thousand, who go from the Paradise 
of Afiica, from indolence and plen^ into every species f^ 
calamities. The Whidahs, who according to rank have 
frwn forty to four hundred wives each, and frequently "two 
^iUKlred little children in otte family," sell all of them ex- 
^t the oldest. ** The usual articles of commerce on the 
Ivoiy coast are cotton cloths, ivory, gold dust, and slaves.'' 
The inhalntants of Zaara ** sometimes seize and carry ofT 
tile negroes widi whom they go to traffic" and sell them. 
Criminals, insolvents, and prisoners of war have been held as 
^es in Africa from i*emote antiquity ; but the commerce 
with the Europeans has most lamentably multiplied their 
UQmber. The most trifling offences have, since tliat time, 
been made punishable with slavery, which before was the 
consequence only of the most heinous crimes. The judge, 
who received a part of the price, will not be supposed to 

ba^e been either just or lenient in his admiuistratiou ; yet 

I 



98 APPENDIX. 

there has been no inquiry ivhether the condemnation 
right or iniquitous. Corruption may have been seated on tiK 
tribunal, or Perjury been the witness on the stand ! Heedlea^ 
of that, the European has taken no concern but f(x> the pr^e 
of the ardcle, and allowed no scruple of conscience to beeX" 
cited by the cause, which sent the poor Negro to the msrk.' 
et of human flesh. Wars have even been wantonly waged 
by the chieftains, at the instigation of the commanders of 
European vessels, who loaned the Negro warriours the antis 
necessary to enable them to kidnap their unoffending nei§^ 
hours, and then purchased the plunder on their own terms, 
or, with equal want of honour and honesty, seized on itbf 
force. Having thus made up their cargo, having stoved 
away sometimes eight hundred naked captives in a vessel, 
chained together by pairs, hand to hand and foot to foot) 
they spread the sails to return to the christian country of 
theii* homeward destination. The miserable Africans, torn 
from every thing which was dear to them, separated forevtf 
from their families and friends, galled by their iron fetters 
and handcuffs, debilitated by the spareness and nauseated 
by the quality of their diet, agitated by fears for the future, 
and having all the ties to life broken asunder, often resolv 
ed, in the settled melancholy of their hearts, to put an eD< 
to their lives bjr suicide. The most dreadful severities havi 
been used to reduce them to submission, but frequently ii 
vain. Thoy have plunged into the ocean for refuge, or pci 
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■tedin their relaaal of food until they perished of hunger 
o^the dejeetion of ^irits vhieh hung upon their health has 
VMted their lives. 

(3) 

Skt. 3. The manner in which the AfHean slare is treated 
itereiy where neariy the same. Small and ill furnished hoT- 
eb tte assgned for his residence, and an allowtmce of food, 
often insufficient, serves for his support. He is worked he- 
yond his strength, and is whipped hj the overseer without 
laercy and without provocation. A premature death is the 
necMsary consequence of such hardships. In the West- 
Ibdia islands, particularly, a terrible mortality has prevailed. 
** Poorteen thousand wretches, that are now in the European 
colonies of the new world" says the Abbe Raynal, *' are the 
QnfintunAte remains of nine millions of slaves that have 
been eonyeyed thither." A seventh part of those who are 
imported there are calculated to perish every year, some in 
the seasoning, but most of ill treatment. The sufferings 
which the last has produced are such as it might be expect- 
ed a cruel, voluptuous, and stupid Creole, who is too wealthy 
to economize, too passionate for reflection, and too hard 
hearted for sympathy, would inflict on beings whom he hates 
and despises. It is idle to talk of legal restraints upon men 
whose crimes are witnessed only by accomplices or suffer- 
ers, of the former of whom the testimony would be evasive 
through interest and corruption, of the latter excluded by 
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law. Indeed, when you have given power, yoCi will leg 
in vain about its exerciae, and, if you tolerate serri* 
you cannot separate from it the borrours of harh 
tyranny. To detail the examples which proTe the 
of these remarks, would be a distresoing and voluro 
repetition of the experiments of ingenious cruelty oi 
fortitude of broken hearted despair. Of all the pi 
ments by thumb-screwing, whipping, burning aliye. 
none it so dreadful as that of gibbeting, which is some 
practised. This is done by placing the devoted wret 
an open cage, which is attached to a tree, where he rei 
gradually dying of hunger sometimes for nine days, 
the insects in swarms sting and consume his body, & 
his eyes, and penetrate into his ears, and the vulturei 
ether birds of prey begin to feed upon him before 
dead. While his strength continues he is enabled to 
them away, but exhausted at last, he is obliged to subi 
panting agony to their incessant attacks. Of all th< 
harrowing tortures wluch fanciful mythology has inf 
cm the ghpsts of the damned can any tiling be found to 
this compl^ated misery. No : one moment of this cc 
dated hell would last a whole eternity, if reduced t 
standard of common suffering. 

It is such terrifying condensation of cruelty whici 
pressed down the elastic force of human courage into 
ardly sobmissiOD. It is this which has awed the molt 
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when the tjmmt aeowled, and withered thb itrength of the 
host when the imperious planter raised the voice of oom- 
outod. It is this which kept six hundred thousand Hispan- 
JolaB sUves in subjection to nlnely thousand masters, and 
bashombled mankind to fall under the wheels of political 
Or religions Joggemautic Idols. 

(4) 

Sect. 4. In some parts of Greece where a degree of 
liboly was indulged to the citizens nearly approximate to 
anarchy, the number of slaves was twenty times as great 
as that of the free men. In Athens, on the first day of 
every month, the merchants, the creditors or conquerors of 
men, carried to the forum for sale those whom poverty or 
the fortune of war had placed within their power. Jealous 
of Uiat attachment to freedom in others, which they felt 
so strong in themselves, they practised the same methods 
of repressing it in their slaves, as ai*e used to tame the fe- 
rodkxis beasts of prey. Stripes were the orclinar}^ means of 
preserving a suitable degree of humility. Excessive labour 
and branding were at other times the punishments of offen- 
ce^ and racking on the wheel was applied to extort confes- 
sions oi imputed crimes. Yet, on the whole, the bonds of 
Grecian sci*vitudc were but silken bands. The slave was 
often the tutor and companion of his master. The female 
captive frequently held the conqueror in the subjugation 

of love, and as she was inthralled by means of the irresisti- 

T2 
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M and eompaflure ai ever. The peasant descended 
{uard to all appearanee wounded, for he wept and 
1 his blood, on which fifty strokes of the bastinado 
idministered to care him.*' Merciful God, thou 
whose eommands Moses remonstrated for stupid 
Hid who heardest the expostulation of Abraham for 
iked inhabitants df Sodom, is there no Toioe of sup- 
n fix* the countrymen of Homer, of Leonidas, of 
thenes, and of Socrates which can reach thy throne. 
too long has the yoluptuous Mahometan rioted on thft 
f the land of genius and wisdom. 

(5) 

'. 5. The Spartans, who stood as anomalies in rela- 
erery thing common to other states, are exceptions 
te foregoing remarks. In the austerity of conquered 
they plied the lash of oppression oyer the backs of 
layes with a pitiless hardihood, only equalled by thtt 
ortitude with which they i)aid back the^invadcrs of 
al with death or defeat. Indifferent to pain in them- 
and dead to all the amiable sympathies of humanity, 
led of materials much like their own iron ccan, brief 
oh, and quick and powerful in action, thelp cruelty 
3mpt, constant^ grand, and unrelenting. When the 
«lr qualities of body or mind of an Helot distinguished 
om his fellows, a band of assassins was chosen from 
3Uth, who despatched him in the night. \ secret law 
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rli*!* r«*n:r% n -if»7 iai nx irifa 2k-« Aiia of ihdr 

trv-rj 'r.. -jn'-. 'xratr. r^sruTjs^i t sac* oc rmnqiul and Vif 
€rj:ju:j:<ei rzfTtfn:.^ uniaK xrirax^ESZ^ift 'wrSti die *^ *iM ^***** of 
hvr:.k-. i^T-irt : r'j: iVit: i:.:iki£ s^urc « n«e>doBi nBedme* 
birti;.* CTJt ill reKBU>'>cc. Ttf? aaterbac of right vMhover- 
er of Miile tvkil, V i:hvn "Jie povcr to maintain it, and on- 
^"j&cirsf l1 !4r'j^'i'r& (r.h- ex.taijgk^ the mnv in the toik 
U:j''er tli': pr*^e-i«: ofaril^Uiwi gpwtter mntonnewwii 
girr^n to dcsiructioi, anf^, on a single oeeasian, two thousand 
rielois (lisn|»|iiart-d a'ld vf-re been no more. The mnrder 
fif tixo tliousand slaves roigf^it have troubled the senative and 
hesitiitirig teudcnicss of an Athenian, but tlic sallen laconisn 
of tlie repulilir. of Lycui^is 'would have settled the quesdoa 
with three wordf> of debate, and its unsasccptible hardihood 
have executed the resolve without one emotion of haman 
compassion. Under such a policy, how g;reat must have been 
the miaery endured by those exiK>se<l loits action, intheloog 
■nd daily intercourse with so accomplished tyrants. 

(6) 

'• 6. In Rome slaverv' was incorporated into almoit 

fiunily. To gratify the ostentatious vanity of a single 

> many thousand slaves were sometimes retained, tf 

of his wealth and mi^ificeiu:e. S<une baif 
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dreds re^^ in the same statelj palace with himself^ as a 

part of his household, to discharge the menial offices which 

hiBluxurjr or oonyenience required. Others exercised the 

Bteral or mechanical arts, and every depigment, in its na- 

meroos sahdiviuoits, had its pai-ticular ministers. A porter, 

tkttned at\he door, received the guests ; a hufibon amused 

them with his tricks, and crowds of domestics awaited, in 

fcar sod trembling, the commands (rf* their master. " When 

t noble of Rome" says Marcellinus, who wrote in the impe- 

lialage, « has called for warm water,if a slave has been tardy 

nhis obedience, he is instantly chastised with three hun- 

^^ lashes." The ergastula, in the precincts of the man- 

■ion, were filled with workmen in chains, and the labourers 

iothe vine]rardsand plantations might move by the clanking 

tf their fetters. To complete the cUmax of atrocious cru- 

^fy,die i^ed and decrepid, who had worn out their strength 

*> lerrice, were carried to an island in the Tyber to perish 

^ hunger. The deficiency which their deaths occasioned, 

^^IB easily supplied from the provinces, or by the debtors, 

'"Enidered excessively numerous by usury and extravagance, 

^^ whose lives and persons were placed by the laws at the 

^t^tire disposal of their creditors. The Romans, for a long 

^tne, held an absolute dominion over their slaves. In one 

^vtance, as if the unrestrained passions of men would not 

^^ny them far enough, a special decree was passed by the 

Senate for the legalizing of injustice. It provided that 
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whenerer a Patron was murdered by his domeatiesi dl a 
those who lived under his roof at the time should be ezeea- 
ted for not having prevented the crime. Tacitus, in Hie Mfr 
cise and simple style, for which he is remarkable, relates m 
instance of the application of this law. One of the sermfl 
of Pedanius Secundus, in revenge of the refusal of a piB^ 
chased manumission, or urged by jealousy, on finding lum ft 
rival in love, was guilty of his munler. They were all eoB- 
deraned to make the atonement of death hy^ the hftodi 
of the executioner. The people interfered in favour rf 
the innocent men, who were exposed to punishment, vd 
seditiously prevented its execution. The affidr fell n^ 
der the cognizance of the Senate. The danger of innomr 
tion, the insecurity which would result from a want of ret* 
fusibility, and the necessity of making a partial sacrifice to 
the common safety, were all urged agtunst the unfortomic 
slaves, and these arguments, aided by the authority of CaKH 
Cassius, prevailed against the murmurs of those whose pit 
was excited '' by the numbers, or age, or sex, or undoabtei 
innocence of the greater part of the slaves," They wer 
executed under a military guard, with which the wh(4e wa 
to the place of suffering was enclosed, to secure them froi 
being rescued by the populace. 

(7) 

Sect. f. The oppression of the Roman slaves produ6( 
many commotions both in the provinces and the oiq^ital. 1 
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Siofljr, at two difierent timet, they broke oat in rebellioot, 
ulttch were onlj qaelled after terrible stnigglea, whieb eoit 
tbe insnifieiiti the enormous expenditure of a million of 
lies. But the moat formidable of all the rebellions was that 
lAieh was raised in Italj by the celebrated Spartaous, a Ca- 
pBsn gladiator, whose great spirit spumed the servility of his 
Mkn. It happened at a time when Rome was at the height 
of her power, but it made th^ roisti'ess of the world tremble 
ftr her safety. The little band of twenty eight fugitive slaves, 
vho first engaged in the revolt, by a series (tf victories be- 
CHoe inereased to an army of an hundred and twenty thous- 
iid men. Their early good fortune seemed, however, only 
the preparative to their more complete destruction . Rome, 
It bit, found in Crassus, a general wortliy of being opposed 
to the acoomplished chieftain of the rebels. A battle, which 
left forty thousand of their numbers dead on the field, gave 
a fiftal blow to their hopes. If we credit the account of 
liry, in preference to that of Plutarch, we can enumerate 
thedeathsof sixty thousand more, in the different engage- 
ments which took place. Six thousand, who fell alive into 
the hands of the victors, crucified along the road from Capua 
to Rome, were the additional memorials of the evils of slav- 
eiy. 

(8) 

SxcT. 8. In Europe the feudal system has been a system 
of slavery, and histoty furnishes many particulars concern- 



/ 
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iog it ; bat the aabject is too extensive for oar oireiuuaibed 
limits, and we shall advert only to a single eonatitiiait p«f 
in its wide field of objects. 

In those ooontries where that system oontinnes the ftral 
laws remain in unabated v^;oar, and the ohase^ the 
^ franchise of princely pleasore," may be ranked 
the existing appendages of slaveiy. Not only 4die pcopei^ 
in the soil, but of all wikl game, is considered m vetted ia 
tiie sd^reign, and a trespass upon it by the igndUe and mi* 
qualified, as among the greatest Of crimes. Bi^Mf ^ 
charter ef the forest, the King of £kigUnd could have rnfyr 
est wherever he pleased on the land of his snljeets^ mk 
aome of the royal huntsmen actually laid waste orteeMC 
tracts, razing the dwellings of men to give phtee to the v^ 
treats of foxes, and driving the flocks from the fields ^^ 
the deer might fatten on the herbage. The moat outnge- 
oos tyranny was practised. To kill any of the beasts of 
chase was a capital offence, and even the vdnged creatioB 
was interdicted by King John. Courts were oonstitated t» 
enforce the forest laws, and the fines imposed became a 
branch (rf* the revenue. One of these courts, now iiomiiial> 
ly existing, was instituted for the particular important par* 
pose of cutting off tlie claws of mastiffs, to prevent their 
chasing the deer. The nobility in England however lopped 
HNvay the forest laws to insert on the stock the game laws, 
little less noxious in their influence than the pestilentahade 
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»rigiDftl grow^. In the petty subroj-alties, denom- 
manon^ woe to die unqualified sportoman who is 
n the game keeper's department, and few compara- 
ave the qoalificatioDS required. While a freehold 
mnoal value of forty shillings, authorizes the tenant 
bis tofiirage in the election of his parliamentary rep- 
ttve^ his estate must be increased fifty fold before he 
iture to kill a partridge, without the hazard of cor- 
or pecuniary penalties. The exemption in fiivour of 
rom the Hxib Arparent of an Esquire upwards, 
nte but in a trifling degree the hard operation of the 
Bws. little indeed have those countries to boast of 
«edom, where the subject, who kills a pheasant in 
■ field or keeps a gun peaceably in his house, may 
ligned for it as a criminal, and adjudged guilty of a 
wrong. 
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PART II. 

SKETCHES OF THE FOLLIES AND CRUELTIES 
GROWING OUT OF PENAL LAW, WITH AN 
INTRODUCTORY SECTION UPON LAWYERS. 



(9) 

SxcT. 1. BEING aboat to expose the evils which the 
ilsnrdity of penal codes has produced in other countries, it 
i&lg^ be yiroper also to take a mere general view of theif 
•fftemsofeiyil law compared with our own. In such an 
^aounination we should find an ample source of proud satis- 
^MtiOD : yet it would be absurd to deny that many grievances 
^row out of the imperfection of our own laws, and still 
t&ore fma the manner in which they are administered. 
"This cireumistance has heaped a mountain of odium upon the 
lawyers. A prevailing prejudice or vulgar artifice has long 
icndered them, as a body, the object upon which wit has 
proved its adroitness and blackguard ribaldry tested its pow- 
ers. The shafts of satire, which should only be directed 
against follies and vices, are thus glanced upon individuals^ 
the profesuon is wounded, and innocence suffers with guilt. 
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To give to Csesar that whkh b Cea&i^s is a precept 
hoi J writ has rendered sacred. We shall observe it 
we pay tlie tribute of our respect to the talents, the lei 
atid the virtues of the lawyers. We shall not depan 
it when we say that the system which supports them, 
existing cireumstancest is fatal to public welfiuv. 
muscle and nerte in the body politic b tortnred by its] 
Vet it b a system sanctioned by law and supported'bj^ 
By tlie other professions means will be used to oitr 
unwaiy and destroy the feeble ; but in those eaaes t 
feet is calculated to be injorious only to few and n 
them be avoided. In the present instance the evil ei 
wltli the diffusibility of air and spreads with oootags 
fluence. In a country whfere every airangement 
ciety depends upon public sentiment there must be in 
revolutions. Facts furnish tlie proof of it. The eLsti 
once in thb country a predomini^ng influence, whi 
long been declining, and the hemisphere of die lawyi 
rolled round to enjoy its day of popular favour. Bodi 
es of men have superiour means either for ben^tii^ 
juring society. The ambitious part of each, if trust 
far, might be dbposed the one to erect its Inquisitio 
the other its Bastille, or they might unite to rear a t 
where a simultaneous homage should be paid at the a 
Ged and the Idol of Mammon. 

l<he opportunity which the lawyer ei\joys to obta 
|busc public eonfidenee shows the necessity of an am 
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inttioB of eharteter and a ^igkl eemonhip of oon- 
No rito atl o n in ISe preienti a fiurer Tiew of tlie 
I and paMions of the human heart than that of a 
; Moe more eondueive to giving aeumen to obaer- 
ingeiiiiiCj to reasonings and promptitnde in the exer- 
in the mental reaooreei. The thoQig^ of man 
their porpoaea under a eovering transparent to his 
I heknoira how to torpify tlieir powers^ while he 

the stores of their Uhorious industry. His ad- 
Ihe proteetion of innoeenee, hot it is also tlie seeu- 
ho villain. In the eontinual intercourse with men 
»t on his soperioor aequirements^ though he cannot 
em hf authority, he leads tiiem hy a hiind deTOtaon. 
w doea he apply tlie fearful power, to which the 
le hows with such deferenee and awe ? Toooften toa 
iallianee with its folly ,r-<to the unholy embrace of its 
oo. The multitude knows it and feels it It smarts 
le eODseiousness of its humiliation, Imt it knows not 
rite from its nerreless abasement; for legislati?e 
id ftitened the ehain ere "^tokmaaal ararke ex- 
isaerifieeor profosnonal ambition secured itstri* 

Sophistty too haa its means to beguile, artifiee to 
Bad in^aenee to awe : eztrapprofeasional interfer- * 
iarily brow beaten, and the ebullitions m the masa 
ncrally settle ere ihe seom oPoormptioii can he 
iMway. In short, it is evident that the seat of J^ 
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tke n too modi like an Arena finr ftrensie ^bdktin^ 
ikill triumphs over rig^t» whaee fikcts are hidden henciA 
the ek»k of firmalitieay and where the expanse ef redroi 
is worse than aoquiescenee in injuiy. U is not however !•> 
tended mdiswiminately to eensure the lawyen^ TImj 
mere on an orb which has aequired a momentum of niotN% 
derived from the impulse of popufaur nee or erroor, and thi- 
tendeney of their own interest or eouTiotipn of rif^ Tet^ 
ifthey had as strong inducements to oreateastoreastaMi' 
form, and were to derive as great benefits firom pveventiBl 
litigation, from expediting decisions, and from ameliontiig 
the erils of ooereive justice, as from an opposite taagntf 
sorely, no one will doubt that happiness would he mflra 
widely diffused, and technical mysteiy give plaee to 8ui4)li* 
eilj and light Happily, the fiieility of reformatiaQ is a oodp. 
stituent excellence of our goremment. We have nooe of 
that Median stability, which sanctifies fi)lly and perpetmtea 
the curse of legislative madness. Any humble indrridnal 
has a right to lift the veil, hung over the sanctnary of pio> 
fessional influence, and to expose the impostures of the mi|h 
isters around the polluted altar. Painful indeed would it he (0 
the people to break down a profissskxi, which they cannot 
but admire and revere, which possesses all the endowmenii 
which adorn humanity, and all the virtues which ezah it; 
yet^ unfortunately, are placed on a sphere of action where 
those endowments are peipetuaUy maraoding on the ezeel^ 
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i link rut tiidr wny. CoiddAiyitoaicf ji^ 
I be aAofted vhiek tlMiildraidar th* wholes 
intarated to iMim Aprifite riglit ortedfMi A ] 
dMi iPQMld be vrMeifWaA telentieadkireiiyirattld 
9 be tfie hircliiigs of eonii|i(ioii. WkhcMUbere point- 
the eoune to floeh a retoll^ we leiife tbe far eg oi eg 
Hionftfbr dw reieelioii of the reader, and firooeed to 
le eomfenlhre UeHingt we eojogr under a wiiead- 
iMioD of a BuU and e^foilable peaal eode. 

(10) 

'. 3. Isk iStie origin of iociefy, iiig^ and wrongy as 
i qoafides, were blended in ondistingnuhed confbfioii. 
itioii was the evidence of property ; force was tlie 
its tenure ; dominion was the privilege of strength ; 
&m was the fate of the feeble. The master of the 
herd culled the fruits of his choioe. He ranged the 
1 royal license. The gregaricns race, sensible of 
dependence, became also consdens of common 
Confederate strength, at length, conquered mdivid- 
rps^on and established law ; but the experience 
gave it birth took little care for its improvement It 
n capricious as folly, versatile as the fbrm of Phiteus. 
e modes of dress, it has changed with fashion. It 
n disobeyed by its officerai, eluded by its subject^ 
9d by its ministers. It has been made the slave of 
the agent of iniquity. In short It has been perverse 
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inerroarybittimtteadjmrefiirBUitioii. Soeh ii tiw gsMnl 
duvMter; but theie truti are more potieiilaiijr MlgMi 
ftr ^e d e sc ri pt i on of criminftl law. 

The criminal law should regard the whole tamwmitf 
with an eqoal eye of parental tenderness. There Ao«M 
be in its oompositioQ nOTindiedvefiuy^nor ondne teaM 
ty. While its steady justice prodooes fear, itaeqnitable Isn* 
itj should cherish love. In judgpnent it should remeate 
mercy. The law, as did that of the Jews, which reqpiini; 
an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth, fimnded on tk» 
narrow principle of revenge, is neither ealentotud iar m 
atonement or a preventatiYe of an injury. Its penalties m 
often disproportioned to the offence. Is the eye of fUP* 
blind age of the same consequence as the quick sig^ited oi^. 
gan of yoothfiil vision ? Is the limping member of the hik 
and decrepit equal to the vigorous and muscular limb of Ihi- 
hale and active ? Surely not The rule of retaliation then' 
face meets an unequal meaaore of punishment. It ia aba 
often inapplicable, and it excludes the consideration of sipr 
eumstances which vary, by a thousand diades, the blaelniesi 
of guilt. When by the impulse Of just indignation, iara 
moment forgetting the law, you chastise the wretBl^ wbti 
assails you with opprobrious language, who slanders jam- 
friend, or injures your honour, shall youreoexvebaaklhiB 
blow with the force with which it waa applied? It woadd be 
most unjust 
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ber ptMwipk, >■ abwird mtiiit ofrettUatiooy pkmt 
lie nMcfofieoeet under the Mune bm of HfiTfikwi 
. imdhtHtgnMung leTerily. The petty pilferer 9mA 
man liig|iinjfiiiiii» tbe moit ▼enkd aii4 the noil 
sdy MonditMned oriminel are hurried feogethery bgr 
le ■entenee^ to the nmebloek. Howefer nolitiow 
uninportaut as they may be, Hiay aeem lo dw ri^- 
e of thia Draeonian lyatem deaerfioip of the highrat 
aent^ whkh ihould be faiflieled on the moat deep and 
fted^it ia not the leaa pemieiooa thua to lewl and 
id them. Crimea beeome aa iodifierent hi the mym 
ttrpetratoraa in that of hia judge, and he eummita 
to hia eoontry aa readily aa an ■■aawit on hia neigh* 
Moat legialatorsy conrineed of the abiurdity of aueh 
igement, have rettriated the univeraality of ita ao« 
t hacve not deviated enough from the degree of its 
. They have not had enou^ of the apirit of phihMi- 
t» temper their stemneaa. Henae, wherever ve 
syond the limita of our own Elysian fiekhy we aee 
da of victims thrown into the kiathiome dungeon or 
tarturing gripe of the executioner, whom the aahi* 
ity of our laws would have reaeoed, reformed, and 
ed. Laws which have been enaeted fbr temponuy 
n or to subserve the passions of the powerfid, have 
mtinued fbr ages to ruin and distress, wliile the 
if the suffering have been unheard or diaregardad. 
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Badaihaibeeothelegiilatioiiy yet tibeeaeentionlMilieai 
■till wane. While icmie lews luife renudBed a mere dni 
letter, the monmneiitB of the IbUj of llioie who ilwiwi 
theoiy odiert hsve been adminiiliered widirigQiir. But Al 
great evil has been that aibitmy judges httvv oftdeMM 
lotBipretatkNiiy and eetabErtied their ■ovei'eigii will w Ai 
paramoont authority. 

The efltabliahment of Pemtentiariei^ whieh esiat in Banff 
and generally in die United Statei^ it one of the laifMt 
itridet ever taken in the mareh of jodieial impravenHt 
and none can hereafter be made to equd it, until jintiae Mi 
be permitted to weigh tiie motiTe with the aetion, anddfr 
dnet ftom ponishment aooording to the tempt atiBn tl 
erime. This is done, in a meawre, in eertaai eaaee, by tte 
discretioBary power vested in the jodge. In other '■■i*— % 
as in the sentence for capital crimes, that dirine prim^le 
is lost sight 0^ and no aHowance is made, althoog^ the kgii 
conTiGt m^^ periiaps be amoral saint, as if a mother Auril 
rob for the preservation of her famishing efaildren. fu 
this reason and others still stronger, the pnniduncntlqf 
death should be abolished in fevoor of that by laboiuv wIwb 
the convict remains a durable example, and the State deiivvs 
a profit from his penance. 

(11) 

Sect. 3. In Great Britain under the Anglo Saxon hws 
every kind'of crime had its price. The commisHoii of nnr* 
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■OB i Me ffri lwtMtha talM netivad, ibrwlilih« 
)tmd warn, tmmdin$ to th* nak of tiie mnrdered, waia 
iBdMnrtB. TIm Ufe cf » King cott twehe thooMml 
MN^md eo«moQBMnmightb«UUadfiDrA UtdenMre 
hiaa tiwnwiad per head. Woniidt wen nted aoMidfag 
tlfadrlflBgthy farMdtby and depth, and e?€rj limb wts M- 
at a eertain equivalent Theft and vobbefy, de&- 
and other erimei^ were alio eheapij* boog^ off. 
Ihe ehMfo waa not enhaneed fay oiroiimataneea of aggra- 
itfaaiyMirdinihiUiedbjrthQae of extenQatkin. Froneven 
UiMiaerable a atiA e th m the ofiender eonld oMapetotlw 
ttf vaflbga of a eborah, obtain imponity fay the ihelter of 
lMMaalnaiy» and aeenre lafety by a fli|^ ftom hisooiintiy* 
ntoalaao of eonftnionwhioh mint hare ezltted, theimeea- 
i^ to the poor, and the Uoenie to the rioh which mint have 
WwHod pan bo hnagined only with honour. 
Gipilal pwoMunenta wore oee art onally inflieted at thia 
MB^ aad flmiaoDtly afterwarda. A ihort intennlMiQny 
ovovor, waa prodoeed by the introdnetion of Tarions kinda 
rinrtttallnni. wUoh, for a while, took place of the punich- 
MMt by death. Sometimea the criminal wai even obliged 
rBWtUate bfanaelfl In thli way wai puniahed the ■teaUng 
om the lead minea in Derby by a law of Edward lat A 
■nd of the unfortunate eulpiit bebg nailed to a tabic, he 
ff*«hMMi in that iitoation, until he roleaaed himself, by ont^ 
B( It off with the other. Would not luch depriiiitioni be 
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wonethtntbe loMof Uit? Could tbe wretdi whoie hud 
wu terered from hk army or who vm eompdled» m mm 
nmetimesihe eMe, to abjure hia eoontrf, dq^rmd of Ae 
yeiy feet wfaidi ahould have sapportedhU wanderingi^ tew 
done otfaerwiK than have euraed e?erj hour of hm 
enee* 

Reviewing indeed the whole historjr of tlie Englirfi 
law, wefinditmarkedby anabaordaeverity. No 
one hundred and Hzty of the various aetiQD% whiah fion 
the frailty or depravity of human nature^ a man ia liable l» 
eommity have been {H^oiiounced by ■tatutlbs.tobe fidooie^ 
without benefit of elergy. One hundred and azty oibiMi 
have been deelared by parliaments as capable of no eaipia- 
tkm but death. The stealing of twelve penee, the eottiig 
down a eherry tree in an orchard, bebg aeen fior a moadi 

I 

in the company of gypsies, and many other trifling aatioaf 
are found in this melancholy catalogue. How vastmntbe 
tlie bulk of accusing testimony which this wanton waate of liis 
has affivded. In the single reign of Henry 8th, aeveaity4vo 
thousand persons were executed. Such was the delay of jut- 
tiee before the time of Edward 1st, that one half the priMNi- 
ersare supposed to have died in their confineraent,befoK trial 
The picture can be contemplated only with horrour, yet ham 
deepened, how consummated, when the sbadea of ^{grant- 
ing cruelty are added to complete the description. It wai 
not enonffh to send the victim into eternity ; the departure 
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of bis MNil matt be sttended with agony. YengMiiee eoold 
toot be appea le d by death. It delig^ited^ as the tjger widi 
Ma prey, to proloog and multiply its pangs. The most em- 
el ef all the poniriimeDts, the pehiefiirte & dure was mfliat- 
ed oo those, who, having been arraigned, refiised to plead : 
Remanded to thdr prisons, tliey were laid naked on their 
'%Mks^ on the bare floor. Thdr legs and arms were stretehed 
Mt whii eords, and a weight as heavy as they eould bear 
"Was pteeed i^on their breasts. The only nooririiment al- 
liNred them was three morsels of bread on the first day, and 
Ihroe drani^ts of standing water, found nearest the prison, 
•im the seeond day. This aheraate allowanee was oontimied 
Ifrlhem until they answered, or death put an end to their 
.mOenoffL There were numerous instances of persons pre* 
isrriDg this awful eatastrophe, rather than be esposed to a 
awiiTifition, which would have been fidlowed by a fivfeitnre 
•f their estates. Such disinterested love of their deseend- 
«rta deserved a better fiite. By a subsequent al t e r a t kmcf 
te hnr, if a eulprit refuses to answer, he is proeeedcd 
againat as if he had pleaded. 

On cOavietionof high treason, the per8on,if a woman, 
asBtoMed to be burned ahve. If the offender was a 
he was drawn to the stake, where he was hanged. He was 
sat down and his bowels taken and burned ^idiile he was yet 
alive. He was then quartered and disposed of at the Kin|fs 
pleasure. Forfeiture of property, and comiptiQQ of blood 
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carrieddown the oune (tf'poTerty and disgraee to hii poiteritf. 
The victims of this barbarous mode of exeeotioD have beea 
most nomeroos. Treasons have been any thing and ewof 
thing. When undefined, an arbitrary discretion has na^ 
fiuled to abuse its prerogative. When defined, a eonstmefm 
perversion easily extended its limits. The steaHng of cattle 
by Welshmen, calling the king opprobrious names bj poUis 
writing^ the believing that Henry the eighth was lavfiiPjr 
married to Anne of Cleves, and many other things^ eqasDf 
important, have been pronounced to be deserving the pen- 
alty of treason. Words alone, loose, unpubUshed, and irret 
ative to any act, have produced eondemiiations fir tbit 
offence. 

(12) 

SxcTT. 4. It is only a long and various experience irbkh 
«an give perfection to laws. In their origin they are tude^aad 
they keep pace with the pitJgressof soeiety in improvement 
With a barbarous people, they are of a eorrespoodeot eha^ 
aeter, few, simple, and inartificial. Such was the state if 
law with the ancient inhabitants of Great Britain, more ptP> 
tisolariy, however, widi that part of it whidi related tft 
eriminkl trials. The person accused had only to summoa 
his friends or vassals, and, if his influence or power eouM 
bring a sufficient number to his aid, he was sure to escape 
a pemdty . They appeared as the compurgators to attest ia 
his favour. Having placed his hand upon theirs, hetwon 
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bf €Sod md hf the luoids whkh were under his that he was 
idt goihy* If the number of hands was suflHeient, and if 
ione, Arinking from the oath, were withdrawn, he was ac- 
^joitted. When we eonsider how low, at that period, was 
be prioe of perjuiy, for even then, although corruption was 
UttiiAeiently advanced to have generated that monster, 
te Pope, jet money could procure acquittances and abso- 
hidons^ we cannot suppose that there could often have been 
i&dkiesu&f. Indeed peijory seems to have been one of the 
Bsosc common vices of that vicious age. The manner in 
i^nh testimony Was given on those occasions suffidently 
effaraes it. Hosts of witnesses were drawn up, under the 
bsBoers of the respective parties, to swear rig^t valiantly 
igainst each other. Their exact subordination, their promp> 
tilnde in the use of oaths, and the undaunted boldness of 
Iheir mutual rencounters, furnish excellent patterns for the 
Ikeipiine of military corps. The credibility of the wit- 
ness was measured by the rank which he held, and the meiv 
its of the cause were decided by simple addition. The oath 
Df a>Thane was considered equal to that of six Ceorls, and the 
King akme could outs wear the Thanes by dozen s. Withottt 
reeurring to history, it may readily be inferred that a mode 
of trial like this was giving a perfect impunity to all who had 
iMies by which to bribe, or power by which to control. It 
was constituting an Aristocracy, which like eveiy govern* 
meat of the wealthy and ennobled few, subjects the many 
to every outrage. 
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The poor, findfing that they eonld more euDj bribe a 
priest tiinn porehate so many witnesses as were often neee^ 
saiy, saoeeededatlasttointrodticetheordeaL Thcyfoimi 
it modi easier to perform the mockery of obCsinmg die eii* 
deuce &om heaven, than to proetire it from man, and tfaew' 
fore sabmitted to the tribunal. If this is not the true retf* 
on of the adoption of trial by ordeal, it is neterthelesi-a bh^ 
qral one. The question is however of nd importanoe. 

Ordeats were of various kinds, of the principal of wbisiia 
very brief description is subjoined. 

In the ordeal of the cross the guilt or imtoeenoe of the i^ 
eased was determined by lot If the priest who drew tte 
lo(% took the one on which the figure of the eroaiwassK* 
pressed, it was cousidered as the verdict of God that thed^ 
fimdant was not guilty. 

The ordeal by bread and cheese, called the C oi —ed» wsi 
principally resorted to by the clergy. From the saerednea 
of their profession, they considered themselvea rerjjfOtAf 
entitled to the most safe and convenient mode of trial. It 
was supposed, if the accused was guilty, that God would 
send the angel Gabriel to stop his throat with the feed of 
which he impiously dared to taste. The heavenly meMsa* 
ger seldom appeared, the bread and cheese was iwallowed 
without obstruction, and few convictions of course took 
place. 

The ordeal of cold water, if less pleasant, was certainly 
not much more dangerous. It was accompanied by a^s- 
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ietj nf aets of nleiiuiiiation and deTotkmy tml was 
•Ity uaed by the eommon people. The priaonery boiuid 
land and foot, was thrown into the pool, uhieh the pcieit had 
djured by all that was holy, if be was guilty, to throw him 
Mek upon its surfaae. From principles of speeifie ffTKn- 
^, it was seldom or ncTer so cruel as to reject him, or tore- 
3Me to Tindicate his innoeenfie. 

The next important judge on this mystic bench was fire. 
rhe person who could plunge his arm in boiling water, han- 
fle red hot ImJIs of iron, or walk on fiery ploughshares, 
vkfaout injury, was pronounced immawilate. That this of- 
iBn happened, and without a miracle toOi I could easily show ; 
int the detail of tricks of holy juggling and legerdemain are 
no eootemptible for a moment's attention. 

The trial of jealousy among the Jews was a species of or- 

feal, which, if it bad been a mere human regulation, would 

isnre deserved to be spoken of very dilTercntly from what 

tabonld be, when eonsidered as the mode of prooeedingb as 

he form and manner in which the Deity himaelf was pleas- 

d to administer justice, by means of the miraeiiloas water, 

riuMli cau«eil<Ae curse to the goilty. It is well tliat the In- 

■aliteawere not so jealous as some in later timea have been, 

r Ihey wonld have been impoverished even by the little of- 

eriag of a tenth of an ephah of bari^» whkh was carried into 

he court of the priest It may also perhaps be said that there 

Ave been some, who have had reason to r^foice that they 

L2 
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hsve not been eompeUed by their eatf hoilMaidi tobe dMtf - 
ed ** wAA the wUh of cwrdng^ and to have drank tba 
dmght of bitterness. 

(»3) 

8bct. 5. That TinUsh fiitalism which gave birth to the 
trial bj ordeal, although it has longsinee eeaaled to have AiC 
effeet,yet still exists to prodaee other evils. ThesolfBer 
believes himself as safe amidst the storm of war as in the 
peaeefol eoltore of the fields; the merchant that his venel 
may ride as safelj to its port amidst the commotion of the 
elements, as when gentle breezes waft it on, and men, la 
varioDS stations, that all their concerns are directed, not \^ 
their own controling pradenoe,batb7 ft saperiomr destiny. 
<< It is the will of Heaven." <• It was so tobe,** an the rarijf 
replies to account for all their disasters. . I answer it is not 
the will of Heaven, and it is an insnlt to the Most Hi||h lo 
say that he is tlie author of evil ; that he sanctions folly, v 
creates the mi8chie& which follow afterit. When yoa have 
lived the sluggard's life shall you call the pressore of pover- 
^ by the name of misfortune? If so, as well may yoa prss* 
trate yourself in humble devotion to the catchpoll, aa to At 
Angel from Jehovah. When year body has beoomedii' 
eased by sensual indulgence, shall yoa say that this malady 
came winged like Meroory, the swift avenging minister of 
celestial anger ? As well might you assert that the Mtrac- 
tion of gravitation is the action of Faiiies. Tlie tmth iH) 
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^rafideaee never interferes for the eountcraction of iti own 
hn. Tlieeliainafeeuses and effects is not broken to an- 
i*er importWiate )^yen^ the design of vhich shooU be to 
Aiiten the heart, nor to answer purposes of human inven- 
tion. The govemmeut of the universe is a tyttem. Its 
Wiqg and its nodes of beings its action and pasaon must 
kie been eternally the same. Infinite Wisdom gave 
to duB wonderful oomnlication of machinery self moving and 
popetnally acting powers^ like itself without beginning and 
vidioiit end. Sofiuraa we ean trace the operations of what 
h exiled Natnre^ the exemplification of this doctrine is ap- 
pareut. We can trace the cause from the effect, or pros- 
peeliwily view the result of action. If we contemplate th^ 
vegetable world, we know that all its hues and shapes spring 
Rrom the aeeds^ vivified and nurtured by the earth they are 
plaecd in. Even fiur this early process invariable laws were 
eatabfished. The vine does not produce the bramble nor 
die aeom any thing other than the oak. We know what 
Bi^porti them and what destroys^ why the foliage decays in 
winter and revives in spring, how the fiuit is generated and 
when it shall ripen and fidl. There is much however which 
we do not know ; but we are continually making discove- 
ries, and every discovery confirms this great truth, that ev- 
ery effect proceeds from a natural cause ; in other words 
that God, baring established the system of things, does not, 
by a paiticular agency, distinctly manage and guide the 
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events which take place. How ahsard then to expect thst 
he will interfere, or to believe that he has interfered ; ci- 
eeptingsofar as we learn fhim theholj^ volume, with the 
ocmcems of men in their present state ; that he predesti* 
nates men for misfOTtane, or sits upon an earthlj^ tribam^ 
to decide upon the goilt or innocence of the accnsed. Thii 
prejadiee is the mere trick of artful men, seelung to pio< 
mote their own interests. If they have an otigeet in view, 
they will tell yon that the Almighty ecnnraands its exeeatim: 
if on the other hand they wish to stop yon from proceeding 
they wUl threaten your progress with interminable veB> 
geanee. Every drcamstanoe of success or advenaty is used 
to encoarage or intimidate, and Superstition becomes tfae 
mlii^ motive (faction. 

(14) 

SscT. 6. The military spirit of- the Normans introdoced 
into England the trial by judiml combat. This will be best 
described by the copy of a part of an indenture betweoi tvo 
combatants, which I have extracted from a note to Scott's 
Lay of the Last Minstrel. 

^It is agreed between Thomas Musgrave and Lancelot 
Carleton, for the true trial of such controverues as are be* 
twixt them, to have it only tried by way of combat, before 
God and the fr(^ of the world, to try it in Canoobyholme, 
before England aTid Scotland, upon l*hurs(lay in EUistfi' 
week* being the eighth day of April, next ensuing A.D.I 60i; 
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niBe of the desk and one of the tune day, tD H^fA 
)ty tobe amed irith jeek, steel eap, plahe rieevet, plaite 
thea, plaite sockets, two basleard swords, tlie blades to 
« jard and a half a qoart^ of length, two Seoteh day- 
or doiki^ at their ginlles, and either of tiiem to pronde 
or or weapons for tfaemselTes aeeording to this indea- 
**— Seoit has spun oot the idea siig|f;ested hy the abofve 
tore into a long and feeble description of a single com- 
iid manj other poets ha^e arailed themselTes of diis 
heme upon which to display their talents. They haf« 
f9t in this, as in almost every tiling else, been left fiur in 
aek groond hy the saperiority of Shakespeare's geniua. 
II therefore present to the reader his aeeount of a jodi- 
9ombat taken from the Tragedy, King Lear. Tha 
peshaving been exchanged, and the herald having sound* 
« trumpet, Edgar thus addresses his antagonist 



• •••»•••»• «I protest 
aagre thy strength, youth, place and eminence, 
apigfat thy victor sword and fire new fortane, 
ly valoar and thy heart-— thou art a Traitor; 
.be to the Gods, thy brother and thy father ; 
ospirant 'gainst this high, iUustrious prince : 
id, from the extremest spward of thy head 
> the descent and dust beneath thy feet 
most toad spotted traitor. Say thoo, no. 
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Thii sword, thii arm, and my beat spiriti, are bent 
To prove upon thy heart, whereto I speak, 
ThouUest t 

fidmundy— 
Baek do I toes these treasons to thy head ; , 

With the hell-liated lie overwhelm thy heart 
This sword (^miiie sliall give them iastaot wsiy 
Where they shall rest forever. Trampets' speak." 

(They fight Edmond fidls.) 

(15) 

SxcT. 7. To speak of the la-wa of a ooontry where the 
sovereign is absolute as in Russia woald be abrard. No reg* 
ulation is there so sacred but Imperial caprice can annul it ; 
no authority is so reverend or so firm ; no snbject^s power ii 
so great ; no tenure of property is so established ; but the 
will of the migh^ autocrat may subvert and destrc^ it In 
such a government there may be customs, but there are fict 
laws. Rude and undigested, few principles, susceptible of 
useful application, can result from the examination. Let 
them therefore rest undisturbed by curiowty, unmolested by 
censure. Not so with their punishments. These are fruit- 
ful themes for reflection. It is well to see how a repoe, 
generally inhabited by more than twenty millions of people^ 
has suffered under the tyranny of one individual. 

The punishment ofdeath has been abolished from R'lssiA. 
It was formerly inflicted in a manner of which the descrip- 
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it enough to make one shudder. It was • pnetiee, 
with the enlightened founder of RoMiui improvement, 
rthe Great, to suspend robbers, by iron hooks fixed to. 
ribs, bjT hundreds and even thousands at a time. In 
ituation, they hung^ sometimes several dajrs, writhing 
mixing spasms until exhausted and dead. Breaking on 
heel and impaling through the aide were also formerly 
;. Women, who had murdered their husbands, were 
d alive to their shoulders,, and left in that state of su- 
e horrour, until. Famine gnawing within and Deoi^ 
pting without, animal life became extinguished by suf- 
;. We are perhaps less shocked, at first, by the ac- 
of this barbarity than we should otherwise be, from 
dea that its terronrs would preyent the occasions of its 
Bation. The truth is that the frequency of the ocea- 
would be regulated, not by the restraints which should 
aposed, but by the temptations which should induce, 
prospect of enjoyments at hand and thA hope of irnpn- 
rill always produce a preponderance against the de- 
lations of the law. 

liough the punishment by death has been nominal^ 
ihed, yet the single and double knout are often fiital. 
' are made of hard thongs from the skin of the wild ass. 
plaited whip of two feet in length and two and a half 
s in circumference is added a leather strap of the same 
h. These are fastened to an handle one half as long 



) 
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and altogether of alxMit the weight of a pooiid. Three tr 
four blows are capable, by skilfal applicatioD, of prodndig 
death. The executioner, however, has not alwi^ the hi- 
manitjr to apply the requisite exertioo so soon. As Btsnf 
hundreds are sometimes given, and the lacerated wret»hrf> 
ten survives to be lacerated still more. The botshen cit 
out his tongue, and he is banished to toil in die minea of ft> 
beria. The account given by a French writer, whose uni 
I do not recollect, of the manner in which the knout wasia* 
flicted on a young and beautiful w(»nan, Madame L'Apsip 
chin is deeply affecting. He describes her aa mnoeeitiiBd 
lovely, the pride of the court and the ornament of socidy* 
He presents her pale and in tears, exposed oneovered to dis 
profiuie and eager gaze of the multitude. The grs^ of ens 
executioner holds her delicate limbs in eonfinenkent, whiis 
the lash of another lacerates the poor victim with merdlflK 
blows^ which cut their way with bloody effect, taking ooti 
atrip of the skin the whole length oi the back eath tinflit 
is repeated. Cutting out the tongue and banishmcntclolt 
the story of the fair sufferer's tormentk This trsnwillfT 
happened in the reign of £lizabeth. Another, which took 
place within a few years, may be repeated wkhout the dM* 
ger of becoming tedious even to lliose who duqt haveiaflt 
with it before. It is from the pen of the distlngniihttt 
Robert Ker Porter, who, haviug observed that the eonviitii 
first bound to a block, proceeds « The first stroke was strode 
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ih i ^epc rt ed Itih tore tiie fledifrom the bone. A 
ondielipied between eadi; ndfordiefinttenQr 
the poor mfferer roared mott terribly ; but MMm be- 
fiunt andiwky the erj died awiy into groans i and a 
lofeet afternothiiig WM heard bat tiie blood J pladi of 
nt on die aenaeleM body of die wretched man. Al^ 
an bonr had been oeeopied in striking theie dreadfid 
and more dum two hundred were gifen Mm) a rig- 
I made film the head officer of the polieeandthe 
1 was raiaed a litde from the block. Not the smalls 
of life seemed to remain : indeed so long did it ap- 
hare fled that daring half die lashings he had sonk 
I low as the ligatores which bound him woald allow, 
ecotioner took his pale and apparently lifeless body 
beard, while his assistant held an instroment like a 
rith iron teeth, and placing it a Utde below his tem- 
ndk it with the utmost fivce, and drote its pointed 
ito the flesh. The opposite temj^e and forehead 
d the same application. The parts thus plersed 
len nibbed with gunpowder^ Co remain, should the 
dsofferer surriTc^ aperpetnal mark of haTingan- 
e the punishment The sofierer was then restored 
s swoon by the aeuteness of a new torture, occasioned 
bg off his nostrils with pincers, and the next day was 
1 from his afflictkm by death. 

M 
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The pnnishment hy the double knoat w«s still more ex« 
erueiiitSng. The hands of the prisoner were tied behind ha 
baek and a string being &stened to them he was puUed fitn 
the ground. Hangmg by his arms, twisted from their sock- 
ets, lashes were added to complete the tragedy of anfeeGng 
barbarity. Felons, after recsetving the knoat, hare their 
nostrils torn with pincers and their faces marked with hei^ 
ed iron. Chained two by two, a jonmey of nearly five thou- 
sand miles carries them, if th^ have not perished of fr 
tigue and hardship, to the mines of Nershinsk. Those goH- 
ty of misdemeanors, are whipped, sentenced to hard labooror 
sent to Siberia. In Tobolsk alone, a part of Siberii^iB 
177^ were twenty two thousand convicts. Some are oe0B- 
pied in hunting and some in other servile employments : il 
gain but a miserable subsistence. Crimbals condemned to 
pubUc labour are shut up in prisons or led by soldiers to thdr 
woriL. Iron fetters are an additional security to preveit 
their escape. Their food is bread and water, or such tA- 
stitute as convenience, not humanity may provide; Men of 
learning and those who have enjoyed the ease and comfiirti 
of opcdenee suffer alike in kind and degree as any otben. 

(16) 

Sect. 8. The Roman punishments were different at (H' 
fereut times, always fluctuating with the form of government, 
and conformed to its character. Their severity under the 
kings may be judged of by that inflicted by the order of 
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I HoitOiii% npOD the Alban gonad, Mettni Pnffetiu. 
«iierd m the war with the Fidenatn, hid formed lunM 
erous designs agaioat hit BomanaUiet. Having been 
. bj the aoldiert^ the enraged kingreaol¥ed to make 
memorahk merifiee either to his joatiee or revenge^ 
his mind had been distracted between the Bomans and 
nemiesythat his boify shoald be tomaaonder in diflSer- 
eetioos. Such is the reasoning whidi livy pots into 
Ktth of Hostilios. 

onibrtttoate Foffetios was stretched with bonds to 
siirepared to be driren in different oomtcs. The 
«B given to the horses and the limba and h c er a ted 
rere dragged At their heels. << At ta dietis^ Aibane^ 
es/* says Virgil, in his description of the device, which 
I had wrought oil the shield of JEoeaa, representing this 
ion. In tlie treatment of this tragie scene, the poet 
i historian appear to have changed characters. Yir- 
th the cold insensibiUtj of a doU narrator, makes a 
ble apology fi)r craelty. livy, with that fioe feeling 
is the real inspiratioD of the Muses, notices that all 
Itheir eyes, that they might not witness the horroura 
ipeetaele. How coold the author of the £neid have 
ted thi^ happy exhibition of national humanity ? 
law of the Decemvirs, which confirmed and rendered 
rder than before the slaveiy of the insolvent debtors in 
was cruel beyond sufferance. After thirty days from 
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tke proof of the debt»tlie penoa of bim vko owed -it v 
potinto the eoftody of the oreditDr. He wtt reqnired 
provide for his priioaer hot twelve omwes of liee for Uidi 
IjroUowaiiceof foodyond mii^t kMd ha limhs with fiftn 
poondi weight of QhaiM. HisemaoiitedMidinimlwHwd 
w«i expowd in the marlKt ptaee,to osoile tteeompMM 
of his friends. And if not redeemed widiin sixty dsjjn^l 
^e piQrmentaf the demand, it m^jfat be eaaeelled eitfaeri 
the forfeit of his Ufa or his Uberty. He .mi|^t he sold < 
iUveiy beyond the Tyber, or, if his onrelendng iiiidii 
like Shylock chose the flesh, they were aUowad to dimoi 
her his body and apportion it amongthem. Many p«tosi 
ineredulous of suoh enormity, have denied the possiMKly< 
its bdng aothorized by legal provnoot : biitVMhislhBJil 
oral sense of the lav. 

(17) 

Sect. 9. The punishments in Eorope ondeir the f»ft 
system, were every where arfaHrary and severe. Very ■ 
te difference is found in the iiarts of the general syMtt 
The Bastille in France however was more partieidaritf A 
tinguished as the favourite seat of suffering, as the olJMt^ 
peculiar horroor. On the I4di of July 1789, the long smod 
ered vengeance of the people thundered about Its tuAVft 
battlements. The proud and formidable edifiee, wltMi hs 
been impregnable to the attacks of time and war, likfe tl 
walls of Jericho, foU prostrate at the sound of die tnnap 
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«r libertf md Hie thout of the mnltttiide. Man^ innoeent 

■ten, theie hid from the world, had wasted their lives in dark 

•^ nlitaiy and noSaonie eells. No endenee of guilt was 

mnfiriary foreommitmenty no proof of inooeence was heard 

iraeqaittaly no habeas eorpos proeored aliberation. The 

kUre tk eaehei was all the warrant, seeret ex parte inquisi- 

Hon ftll .the triaL The cabals of a miiiiater, the intrigues of 

Anjal mistress, or die Tindietive s^rit of a corrupt nobility 

$at the most part furnished the lictims, and the interested 

fidelity of dependent agenti severely executed the will oi' 

Irinmphant mahee. 

The detail of particular instances of the cruel sevcrit}* of 

^ponislimeats, of which so many have occuri'ed in Finance, 

will oot be expected, I shall tlierefoi'e only advert to tlie ap> 

plieatioo of the torture of the brodequin to the fanatic regi- 

aidcy Ravaillae, which cannot £ul to excite an abhorrence at 

his punishment almost equal to our detestation of his crime. 

When the third wedge wasdriven an universal sweat started 

qpoQ his body, and he fainted away by the extremity of his 

mffisting. Having recovered his strength he was carried to 

the seoffokl and his flesh was torn by red hot pincers from 

.hbhreasti^ his arms, his thighs, and the calves of his legs. 

Itatermitting applications of melted lead^ boiling oil, and a 

■Balding composition of pitch, wax, and brimstone were 

made to his wounds. He was then drawn at intervals by 

.four horses for half an hour, and still exclaiming that he had 

M3 
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nothing more to eoiiieM» the mob rmhedupoq^liua •odfi^''* 
him in {kieces. 

(18) 

Sect. 10. The inhabitants of Oriental Conntries, vab- 
miadve in slaveiy and tjrannical in power, cannot be suppo*' 
ed to have escaped from the evils of afbitraiy laws, joined to 
an abanve administration. The Mahometan Empire is Mitt 
extennve. The daricening crescent, like a retiring eon* 
et, still gleams terrific over wide spread realms. Tlie 
jadges of law, in the different circles, from the Mafti to the 
Pacha, and from the Bey to the Cadi, all represent the des- 
potism of the «* Shadow of God oir Eauth," the " Miohit 
SuLTAir," wliose will is the decree of Fate. Were thejthe 
sole proprietors of life and property, they could not act with 
more absolute license. The Executioner attends the Judge, 
and the' same moment witnesses the accusation, conviction, 
and punidiment Having amassed hy injustice and extortioB 
a sufficient amount, the Office is compelled to suffer in hii 
turn. His wealth constitutes his crime, and aKat-sherif 
for his head closes his administration. 

The bastinado, an expression derived from the word bas' 
ton, signifying a club, is a punishment frequent there and 
common also in China. It is sometimes called tympanum, 
because the patient is beaten like a drum. The Mandarin 
inflicts it at pleasure and often receives it himself. To for- 
get to salute tliis imperious officer is one of the offences 
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^kieh requires &e bMtiiiado. Theeomiet b thrown vpoB 
In belly and hb feet are tied to a stake. When he has re- 
eved a few hundred hlowi, by the kindneas of the Man- 
d*rio,he returns him, on his knee% the most humble ac- 
Wrledgfinents for the fiivoor of his notice. 

The punishment also of the ten thousand slices^ which is 
ItoiDj the cutting them in pieeeSy is there inflicted on par- 
risidei. 



-«r-- 



PART III. 

CBES OP THE FOLLIES AND CRUELTIES 
OF SUPBRSTITIOX. 



(19) 

r.t. AMONG Die grealeflt of the fbUies of which thft 
: Hottdieii were goHtj in tiie religioiiB eapseity, was 
■Miffleettothe Oods. Atfint a rimple offering of 
ill of tfaeeardi was conaidered as the most aeeeptable 
t. The earliest gathering of the harvest was oon- 
on the altar, the air was perfomed with incense, and 
Kind sBKdced with the libation of the choicest winea. 
ition alwajm leads lAawl^ on, when it tends to a devi- 
tNo the charms of simpUflity and nature. Those pleas* 
I innocent rites were tberdbre long preserved ; but 
ilication of ceremonies was at last introduced, and the 
e of living animals was sabstitnted for that of inani- 
eings. The practice, if not nniversal, was at least 
rve. The EtUopean, considering that the fleetest of 
i should be consecrated to the rapid God of day, of- 
90 the Son a pair of white bonea. To the Moon they 
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• offered a pair of ozeii, thinking that the anittal 
rowed the earth, helortged to the star to which it is w 
The Peraiana, as well as the Bthiqpeans, waniuppi 
Sun, the objeet in the whole natural world most wot 
adoratioa. Xenophon Itafiirms as that they offered t 
holoeansts of horses. The Danes and Saxons, a peopl 
drank blood from the sculls of their enemies^ also o 
bloody sacrifioes to appease and propitiate their Godi 
Odin they gave the horse, dog, &e. to Frigga swine, : 
Thor fiit horses and oxen. The Greeks sacrificed hoi 
the Sun, the forioas aninoals to Mars, the ¥nie brc 
goat to Bacchus^ stags to Diaoa, dogs to Uecate^ and tx 
of the Gods a peculiar victim ;— 4o 'the infernal they 
black, ones and to the celestial white ones. M^^fic< 
every thing else, they were not less so in their saci 
and instances have happened of whole chihombs and 
tombs being offered at once. A thousand or an hund 
the fiiirest of the flocks and hqids fell ou as many alti 
if by a single blow. Pythagoras is said to have 
ficed a hecatomb to the Muses, through joy andgratiti 
having discovered the forty-eighth problem of the firai 
of EttclkL How happy had it been if all sacrifices hat 
fi)V.aimilar causes. j 

The immolation of human victims was but a higher 
in the class of follies. It., was a species of sacred hoi 
which has cot off" iu thousands. It has existed in aim 
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■ aoQiitriei^ and under anodier name; but of die nme 
eTyliMeoniinitted moat horrible rayaget in Chriiten- 
Mihoo baa ranked Moloeh next in rank among the 
t Hen to bii aatanie Majestj. On earth be has eer- 
oen ** the atronges t and the fieree* tpirit" to whom 
srifioe was offered. The poet thus tpeaka of him. 
at Moloeh, horrid Kmg! beunear'd with blood 
mian aaerifiee, and parentt* tean^ 
igh, for the noiae of drams and timbrels kmd, 
rehildren's eries unheard, that past through fire 
ragrimldoL** 

idol is eonsidered bj some to be the same as Saturn, 
a children were alsoofllered, until the custom was 
d by Hereules. The Idol Moloeh is said to have 
ade of brass, plaeed on a brazen throne, and wear- 
gal erown. His head was like that of a ealf, and his 
ere extended to elasp the victims, destined to becon- 
ij the flames. Solomon, seduced by the persua- 
his Moabite wives, built to him an «higb pbce^in 
, in tiie valley of Hinnora, where the sens and daug^* 
die Jews were burnt in the fire. This caused the 
ation of the Lord against it, that thencefixth it should 
Jed the vaBey of slaughter ; Jor ihe§ thdU hwry in 
tiU there be no mere room." The Franks, who paa- 
Italj under Theodibert, threw the women and chil- 
o the Po^ as offeringi of the-iSrst fruits of war. The 
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JDluies and Sazoog, on the eve of a dangetaoa vai*, 
avert a national calamity aacnficed humaii viotiina, 
Ethiopeaiu nmaolated to theiim and moon their pn 
of war. in Athena a nian and woman, aa oepreaentali 
each sex, were fiarmeriy eomynitted to the flamea fcr < 
toiy aacrifieea to avert a peatUenee or famine. Hi 
-whose descriptiona of manners, although embellished 
the omamentB of fiction, were nevertheless sketched 
the pencil of truth, has given an interesting account « 
Grecian sacrifices. The occasion was the funeral of] 
clofli, and exemplifies each of the kinds of sacrifice. 

** An hundred feet in length, an hundred wide^ 
The growing structure spreads on every side ; 
High on the pyre the manly corse they lay. 
And well fed sheep and sable oxen slay : 
Achilles covei^d with their fat the dead. 
And the pil'd victims round the body spread i 
Then jars of honey and of fragrant oil 
Suspends around, low bending o'er thepUe. 
Four sprightly coursers with a deadly groan 
Pooi^ forth their lives and on the pyre are thrown. 
Of nine lar^ dogs, domestic at his board. 
Fall two, selected to attend their lord ; 
Then last of all and horrible to tell. 
Sad sacrifice; tvfelve Trojan captives felL'^ 
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le mntmgementM made, the whole was abandoned to 
Ma. However the pomp of eeremonj maj ezoite 
miraftioo of feneh a teene, yet a momeDt'B reflnctioii 
with pitj and disgust. In Carthage, on a sfaigle oo- 
diree hundred of the flower of her joudi were offer- 
le Gods. The Deity, Satom, who had been the de- 
of his own children, was glutted bj their presents of 
xmI. Many other instances are recorded of no infe- 
trodt^ of superstition. Arislomenes, a Messenian, 
!d three hundred men to Jupiter, among whom was 
sn King. In Arcadia, was an altar detficated to Bae- 
1 which young girls were beaten to death with rods, 
tcedemonians, in honour of Diana Orthia, also scourg* 
dren sometimes to death. The Druids of England 
;d not only brutes but humAn beings. They formed 
idols, so large as to contain a great number of per> 
Flaying filled with them the enclosure of the Colos- 
3y set fire to the wood which was piled around it, 
whole was reduced to a heap of aslies. Malefiw- 
y at first were condemned to this bonfire of Death, 
ocent persons were afterwards seized upon for fuel 

the destruction. The Mexicans, the most dyili- 
he barbarous nations, were nevertheless devoted to a 

in the highest degree ferocious and sanguinary. 
ist of blood was often offered to then* Gods. They 

an Idol made of seeds kneaded with ^e Uood of 

N 
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cbildreny whose reeking hearts were the glftsthey 
it TUOoek* the God of the Waters, was propitii 
simihur oflferiogSy and Quitzaleoabytb^ God of War,!^ 
thesaciifiee of five boys and the same iraiid>erof ] 
the tender age of three year% before the Chieftainad 
lead their troops to battles. The religioiis rites of i 
ruvians and of various barbarous people were alike h 
as those already described. 

The saerifices of the heathen may be censured i 
danger. They worshipped gods baring a oorpores 
ence, having appetites to satisfy and angry pasnoni 
pease. The folly of endeavouring to affect the la 
means of the former, naturally grew out of their gi 
prehension of the divine nature. But in speaking 
Jews, we are treading on holy ground, and with re| 
them, the principles of right and wrong become ini 
for we are repeatedly informed by Moses that God ] 
ally spake to him, commanding lum to build altars ai 
up sacrifices. It may be difficult for short sighted i 
to comprehend how the smoke of flesh and wine she 
a << sweet savour'' to the Lord, who is a spiritual an 
corporeal or sensual being. It should however be 
lected that mjrsteiy and solemn ceremony frequent 
duce a confidence in the minds of a multitude, with y 
qjght be necessary to impress the Jews. On this pi 
iwgm^ tho propriety of the muiute formaliues oi 
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^ fbUowkiff it m example. Of the Tarioos oblatioRS of tbe 
levs none was more solemn than- that used at the eonse- 
ii'rtion of tfie priest When Aaron and his sons were con- 
W wwted , the sin ofiering and the burnt saerifiee having been 
l eifotm ed, and the ram of consecration slain, ** Moses took 
of the blood of it and pot it upon the tip of Aaron's riglit 
Mr, and apon the thumb of his right hand, and upon the 
great toe of his right foot.*' He did the same bj Aaron's 
iOMy iprinkled the blood upon the altar, burned the burnt 
ofct ' iu g^ imred the wave offering, and, by a variety of other 
fitea, completed tiie sanetification and consecration of the 
These offerings bemg prescribed by the Jewish 
are to be treated with reverence ; but there 
ii ODO saerifiee spoken of in the Bible, which, as it was not 
iieqfaired and could not have been acceptable, excites our 
deteatatian. It seems that Jephthah, being about to engage 
m a war wkh tlie Ammonites, made a vow that if ^e Lord 
wioaldgivehim the victory, he would offer up for a burnt 
offering the first person who went out to meet him on his 
return. His arms were crowned with success, and his af- 
leetionate daughter, an only child, was the first to greet ham 
home. In the gaiety of her heart she went out with tim* 
hrels and with dances. On hearing the vow which her fiith> 
or had made, the heroic rirgin submitted voluntarily to her 
fiite and offered herself as a lan^ for the slaughtep. The 
firtiher did as be bad vowed ! This story is very similar to 
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that mentkmed hj the ancient poets, and |»ailieiilarlj 
ed by Fenelon in his " Les ATeatiires de Telemai^< 
Idomeneusy king of Crete, who promised the sea.god, 
tone, that if he would save him from a dangerous tso 
he would offer him the first liifing being which diould 
his eje on ^e Cretan shorel It proved to be his son, 
went out like Jephthah's daughter, to congratulate hi 
his safe return. He executed his tow, but the Cn 
more just and more humane than the Jews, were so e 
ed at his rashness and orueltj that thej drove him froi 
kingdom. There is another piece of Je widi hisUMy re 
to this subject remarkably cmrespondjng with profane i 
Abraham was commanded to dfer up his son, Isaac, as a 
offering to the Lord. Having ctNistructed m altai 
bound the intended victim, a voice fi*om on high an 
his arm, then raised to execute the dreadful mai 
Looking around he beheld a ram among die bushet 
substituted him as a more acceptable present The c 
erpart of that event is found in the account of the T 
war, whidi gave rise to more prodigies than any thin] 
in the annals o£ mankind, except the passage of the I 
ites to the promised land. Agamemnon, having give 
fence to Diana, was ordered to sacrifice his beloved da 
er, Iphigenia, to appease her wrath. He consented, 
chas, the priest, took the knife in Ins hand, but as h< 
about to sti'ike the fatal blow, she disappeared, and a 
av^ beautiful goat stood in her place for sacrifice. 
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(20) 

SiCT. S. The fpirit of religious peneeutkm has been 
ne of the fiercest demons for the destruction of man. The 
pooh of its general dominion may be conudered as coeval 
rith its attacks on the primitive followers of Jesiis. Before 
bat time, it is true that it had broken out in the propagation 
nd preservation or suppression of Systems, and Prophets 
nd Philosophers had fallen before it ; but its malignity had 
Iwayi been drcumscribed : its empire had been never 
table. The opinions of Grecian sages, who carried moral 
xeellence in thecMy and practice as far as uninspired hu- 
aani^ could do, incufcated the necessi^ and propriety of 
niversal toleration. Knowing the fallacy of human reason, 
n which alone they depended, they did «ot consider that 
tiere was any impiety in denying their tenets. They re- 
eived opposition with patience. They listened to con- 
radiction and were willing to be convinced. Hence, not- 
irithstanding the lethargy of scepticism with which some bc- 
ame affected, proceeded an activity of inquiry and eo- 
u^ment of mind which has astonished every succeeding 
ge. Hence too, the liberality of feeling and sentiment, 
(rhich, with a few exceptions, distinguished that people, 
^or were most of the ancient nations less tolerant, although 
LOt equally entightened. Even in Egypt, where the Sects 
rere almost as numerous as the species of animals, a mutu- 

1 harmony prevailed. The worshippers of Apis lived in 

N2 
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peaee with those who adored the Onkn, and these 4SA nuH 
quarrel with the sabjeets of the lehneuman God. - Nor, afiber 
Ghristiamty deseended on the globe, was the flame of po^ 
seeution kindled agamst it, ezoe|»t hj that heaven forsakei 
pef^le, the Jews, mitil oorruptioD had tainted its parity aai 
State Policy had taken the alarm. Under tiie Empersr 
Nero, the conflagration of Rome was charged against the 
Christians, whose obnoxioos tenets had then rendered Ihea 
the objects of odium. The feithfnl records of the times pro* 
nounce their innocence. But the monster, to whom thees- 
hibiti(m of suffering was a spectacle of amusem^it, 
demned them to punishment. Wrapped around with 
bustibles, some were set on fire to serve as torch liglilsii 
the darkness of night ; some were thrown to the Jmngiy 
and voracious beasts of prey, and some peridied on the 
cross. This last spedes of punishment completed the eft* 
max of pain and ignominy. Its application tOr^e Sanoar iL 
men, of which the excruciating pain caused thisblened suf* ^' 
ferer to cry out : " my God, my God, why haat thau fif^ 
sdken me^ has made it so well known as to rendar a paiti^ i 
ular description unnecessary. 

The persecution of the Christians after Nero was e^iaia- 
ly dreadful ; but has been much exaggerated in the legeads 
of monkish 'impostors. In making the pn^r deduotiott 
from those fables, in the immensity to be thrown aside, we 
sometimes almost forget the niiass which remains. The 
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i«f dw «fil wtfaoritgr weighed nuMt keaTiljr upotk 
tkenewieet TlieEdiet of Dioeletiui, eommaoding the 
atgialntetto compel the ChriitiaiiB toapostaej by every 
Uid of tormeiity luidweU nigh proved fatal to their cuoie. 
The initniaients and methods of torture, which are most ire- 
fnut^ mentioned in the aeeounts of the martyrs, ai*e swords, 
liMLb caa tiwrgd hot chairs, chains, wheels^ racks, iron daws 
to hook with, fire, boiling lead, scourges, the stocks, impri»> 
starYin^ hanging hy different parts of the body with 
attached to other ports, flaying alive, and crucifixion. 
Many were tlie fidthful who attested their constancy and 
sioeerity by death. Opposition, armed with power and an- 
tkority, strove in vain for more than three centuries to stop 
die ever growing prevalence of gospel truth. At length, in 
&e fimrth, ChrUtianUy vdth Gonstantine, aacended in tH- 
wmpk the thfne rf' the CteaaiTB, It became now the mis- 
ifKtjane of Paganism to suffer ip its turn, and to experience 
&e recoil of those blowa^ viiiioh it had inflicted on its before 
de^Hced and humble enemy. An exterminating war was 
waged agpanst every memento of polytheism. Pagan Arts, 
Literature, and Science were all deemed impious, and, as 
fiur as possible, were all destroyed. The most perfect 
woriu of genius, the soulptored marble which seemed to 
breathe^ the canvass which appeared the execution of na- 
ture herself, the splendid and majestic fabrics of the arch- 
itect, the labours of the poet, orator, and philosopher fell 
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losHfaer. An age of dariuien sueeeeded, horrible « tint 
wfaksli brooded orer matter, ere the 1111^^1117 ^ gave ex- 
istence to light. A gloom of bariwrout {gnoranee oter* 
spread the earth, so profound, that the simple rudiment sf 
learning, the alphabet, was wondered at, as a edleetion of 
eabalistie figures, and he who eould radely traee its eharae- 
ters was considered master of the grand areana of knowl- 
edge. Such was the effeet of intolerance. But ** there ii 
a spirit in man," and it is in Tain -to attempt to extingoirii 
or control it There is a point of forbearance bejooil 
which patience will no longer endure. When the smotiier> 
ed flame gets air, it boms with more fury from confinement 
The unrestrained tyranny of popery was altogether innf- 
erable, and produced an effort, which, at last threw off ita 
pressure. The struggle was terrible, bat the cause was 
glorious, and inspired an ardour and constancy which ensnr* 
ed success. Triumiihant Pivtcstantism has done modi fir 
mankind, but she also has been gui Ity of peraecutioD. The 
Catholics liave been in their turn despitcftilly oaed. At 
this day in Ireland they are seeking relief and compUdning 
of privations and hardsliipHy which disgrace the government 
which sanctions tliem. 

(21) 

Sect. 3. Although piHisperity may not always be fijund 
to contauiuiatc the purity of the individual subject, yet M 
instanco prokiMvcanuot be found, iii M-hich the virtaes of a 
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iMiorpivtjiMve Uen aUs to imitt it»€MniptMgiBi»> 
«Mie. ItliM an aHaiemeBt Idr ambkion and afanae^ta 
powecfiil» avittluT viU aMKiMrviaet wiA hypomr* 
aad ofiur thfiniflTfa fiipr adiaiawMi to Ums Tipiy tfrmyniiiai 
Iriileof (ha l4V(i'« aofiintod. Hiiijiig praaured a yait ligr 
fevoar, Ijbkejr awntaia K by firand or Ibrte, ajMi fetak) tha 
hapmiiac auaa when llie ywHtiai vhioh made k raveread 
mm tiimH. Thus k wai wkh the ehriitian ehunh. Be* 
Ite aanipj of atate k forgot the hoaulkj of the flu» 
•knaiavadlediA. Itaa af a iB Mdto the aMumeia af tha 
iwaaMirl the pride and amei^ of a tynmt^ aad at 
httt was represented by thepersta af the Pope. This aaa^ 
tUttf pr e da eed by tlie tumatond nnMn of shnreh and sttte^ 
nagnlivtiy i^aeiibaay and positinrely by perseeotioiiy has 
dapriyed the world of more human life than pvobahlynaw 
aiists on its whole sarfiMe. InakMst all the wars of Eo- 
f«pe^ whether religioas or politieal, he or his ernkmries 
ipcre deeply eaaeemed from the origin to the conalosion, 
fipomthesaiaQie totiieimmdUtionoftheviotira. Heereet- 
edtibeaross of Christ on the banner of war and ealled upon 
in the name of God, to boteher hk brother. The 
and the hermit, the distraeted fimatic, who wiAed to 
lay np a stoek of graoe in advanee, the profligate and erim^ 
ad, whose eonsoeaees dunned for negleeted arrearagei^ and 
the chivalrous spirits of the age, who sought only fame, 
iaAed to the standard. Whether stimulated by piety qr 
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•nriiitioBy iphsuMr n ponnit of fiirtiUMy w of 
tnd dk pw M i tf ii Pi ^ or jieMkigto tiie re qa h i t kw of Aiikr 
niMter, all engaged with a limilar seaL In thU maiiBen 
at eigbt aiMeeariTe periods, immenae armiea were levied kt 
Ike reaeue of the aepnlehre of our Scvioiir from die haiidi 
of the mfideb. By the mad emaadea of theae umgiakA 
Iroopi^ the Pope alanda aeeoantaUe fin* te blood of at leart 
ionr millkma of -men : nor eonld the Ihrj of ftnariniini be 
glnltedliytheapoil of Europe and Aaa, but Ameriea toa 
waadeatmedtoaiifi^. Thedjinggroaoaof miUioBa «f Hi 
famoeent nathrea hare home teatimoay to the eiterminali^^ 
tpbek of ^ p«pAl aotfaority. 

The evila reaoHmg from the union of chardi mad ititb 
do not more eyidendy appear in traetng the p i ^reaa of the 
aroflBy than in mariong the deaotated eooraeof the ereaeeat 
The govemmentB of Mahometan eoontriea macf be eoMid* 
ered aa almott mere hierarduea. The grand aeignior BM(f 
be regarded bat aa the hig^ prieat, and the minor officers as 
anbordinate aervaots in the temple. The gofvemmentaof 
the Druids of aneient Germany and Great Britadn, oraf the 
priesti of E<gypt were little less simf^e/ Aa to the miodi 
of men, the effects were similar : the profiwndeat igtiOBanaa 
has prevailed in all. As to the morals, the religion of Ma- 
homet is cakolated to encoorage sensuality and feroei^ 
more than any other. The mussulman offers yon the Ko* 
nm with one hand and holds a scymetar (o your neck 
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Uie other. To deny iiat the book » the miereatod and 
etamal word of truth, written with the finger of God« it to 
defy the reogeanee of the fiollower of the prophet He 
faol^ your life to be the forfeit of mfkle%. Soeh ii the 
vigr in whieh he has apreadhis rei^jioo ofer a great part of 
the globe. Sueh is the eauae of numerous and long pro- 
tneted wan^ and of ealamitiea immeaaurable and eountless. 

It might be useful to trace throughout the effects of 
bierarehy in the influenoe of oracles, mysteries, pretended 
wiraftlff^ &c. as applied to the purposes of civil govepn- 
ment ; but the investigation would lead too much into detail 
for the design of this work. The eiuunples stated are sub* 
jeets for much reflection and sources of much instruction.^ 

On the whole, the effects of a church establishment, 
whether under the management of Bramins, as in lndi% 
of the Mobed of Persia, of Pootifis, as in ancient Rome, of 
Qraeles, as in ancient Greece, of the Lamas of Tartary, of 
^ Mahometan Imans, or <^ the Jewish Rabbins, have been 
orery where the same. The doctrine of each has been, we 
are the only true believers ; aU others are mistaken^ repro- 
bate, to be persecuted in this world, and to be damned in 
the next Says the Mahometan : *< God is one and Ma- 
homet is greater than Jesus ; believe or you shfdl be utterly 
cut off by the sword.** *' Blaspheming heretic," replies 
die Catholio christian, ** God is three in one : acknowledge 
thb truth or you shall die in torture." Again says the Ma- 
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iiometni ; « you must perform a |nlgrimage to II 
the eternal wmth of Heaten ^U be yaar pmnM 
« Alas^" exelaims the Amerieaoi ^how mb Ibetf 
boundlefa ocean separates me from the tomb, a( Uie 
et : besides how am I to kuow which of yoor sf 
the true belieyers." Last eomes the eireomcised Je 
impiously asserts that both Jesos and Mahomet are 
tors, and that the Messiah is not yet oome. Thus a 
eles, creeds^ dogmas, bulls, and protestations, eoni 
wfurihg with each other. Such are the claims <>f 
infallibility : such are the foundations of quarrels^ 
have disturbed the peace of the world. 

(22) 

Sect. 4. Frequent as have been the instances o 
ons massacres, I shall nevertheless select but one j 
history as an example. It will be sufficient to ^ew l 
potent is the attempt to control tlie conscience, ai 
falladous are the projects of tyrants. 

No person ever persecuted the apostates from the 
more than that most cruel of bigots, Philip the secon< 
of Spain. He stimulated the blood thirsty priests 
quisitors even beyond their wonted ferocity. He vok 
presided at executions, he gave no peace to hereti' 
though they were found in the most retired solitude: 
American provinces. He sent his armed Myrmido 
France to aid in the massacre of Uie Hugonots, am 
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Eoropeiii commotion by hisintrigaes to establish the saprem- 
aey of the Pope ; hat the weight of his vengcftnce fell 
hesvifcflt on the Protestants of the Low Coontries, then de- 
pendcneies of his empire. The duke of AWa \ras a fit 
agent of the iniquities of such a itaaster. His cruelties rous- 
ed the proTineials to insurrections. The hope of relief and 
Hberty enabled them to overcome the best disciplined and 
before noeoiiquered armies. The baffled, mollified com- 
mander soUeited a recall, and had the satis&ction of reflect- 
ing that an administration of only five years hud enabled 
him to effect the extermination of eighteen tliousand here- 
tics, by the gibbet, the block, and every barbarous mode of 
execution. Confiscation, impiisonment, and torture were 
the items to fill the account For the purpose of ttill more 
distressing the Dutch, Philip interdicted their trade with 
Pcirtitgal, vliieh had been to them not only a mean of 
support, but an ample source (rf* wealth. The consequence 
of all was that the course of their industry and en teipiis e, 
instead of being stopped, was only diverted. Their trade, 
instead of pouiing into the harbour of lisboo, swept round 
the Cape of Good Hope, and filled all the ports of the East 
Indies. It gradually circulated over the world, and render- 
ed a country, stolen from the sea, the centre of commerce 
snd the seat of the arts. From this cause, Holland obtained 
its ibdependcnce, and established a government, which by 

»jme has been considered as a model. 

O 
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It is difficak to find a reaaon, exoept it be a liliiid fi— tji 
Mun, why the Protestants were so nrach . the oibieetB of •£• 
um. It is natural to suppose that sofereigns woald biie 
perceived that dieir own wealth, power, and gloiy veie 
Ibonded on the nambers, the attachment, and prosperity ^ 
their suljects. But it seems to have been fiur otherwise. 
They appear to have taken more pleasure in the d fcsU m 
tion, than the preservation of lives, and when thej suffersd 
the persons whom caprice rendered obnoxious, to prpsene 
their existence, tliey have embittered it by every dbtreii. 
The persecution of the Protestants was not confined to Hol- 
land. The cruelty of Philip was too insatiable to be tiroited 
to his owq dominions. In the court of Versailles he found 
oongenial tempers. They .united in the moat diab(difiaL pro- 
jects. Charles the ninth havipg been left the heir of tbe 
throne of France while yet an infant, Catharine of Medeeis 
was invested with the administration of the realm and the 
goardianship of the king. Uer wayward policy filled the 
•oontry with the most dreadful c(Knmotions. A war>of 
Catholics and Protestants raged with all the fury whi«^ jnu- 
tual injuries and fanatic zeal could give it. Its varied hir- 
nmrs were consummated by the assassination of the duke of 
€ruise, the soul of the Catholic party. A peace was agreed 
upon, which secured to the Protestants the most desirable 
terms of accommodation ; but in the transient interval of 
war, k terrible storm was gsthcring over tlieir devoM 
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Eitery meduxl vas uted to lull siifl|Meion, and inspire 
m' QOoMeiiee whieh shoaM make sure their dcstruetkm. 
The sangunsry Charles, then arrived at the sixteenth year 
of Ma age, aaeompanied by the intrigodng Catharine, held 
«t Bayonne, an interview with the Queen of Spain and her 
mfaiiiter, the Doke of Alva, at which was concerted that ev- 
er to he aeeuraed eonspiraoy, denominated the Boly League. 
They determined, by a single blow, to exterminate the 
whole Hngonot party of France. On the night of St Bar- 
Iholoiiiew's festival, when all was joy and unsospieioas eare- 
on one side^ and apparent friendship on the other». 
i eonmeneed the execution of the fatal scheme. Scarcely 
a Hogonot was left alive in Paris, of whatever deseriptioo, 
wheth^* the tenderest infant or the most hoary headed 
frther, whether of that sex to which the French had 
always been so loyal, or of that to which only they could 
have had any cause for hatred. *' The river Seine was cov- 
ered with dead bodies and the streets ran with blood." 
In die city alone between ten and eleven thousand were 
murdered, and some by tlie hands of tlieir near relations. 
For seven days the slaughter was oontiiiuud and spread 
diroagh the realm. ** Kill, kill" exclaimed the king^ and 
Ms example added force to his precept. Sixty thousand 
are supposed to have perished. So unexpected was the 
event that no resisunce was made, and only one man was 
known to dio, like a warriour, with his sword in hand. Bou* 
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en, Lyons, Orleans, and other cities suffered proportionanj 
yn6k the eapital. In some, the water was so tainted with 
blood that it could not be used, aiid the sonrivDra of the 
carnage suffered much from the vrwat of it In honour of 
all this damnable villany medals were stnick in France with 
the inscription *< Pietas excitavit Jostitiam," gnd in Spain and 
Italy public thanksgivings were celebrated for the ** Triun^ 
of the Church MiUtant" The Protestants were every 
where roused to revenge. The kingdom eontioued to he 
harassed by civil wars, until, by the magnanimous poliey of 
Heniy the Great, the different sects were placed on equal 
ground, and christian charity, enacted into a law^ restored 
that peace which intolerance had so long driven aw»jr. The 
well known Edict of Xantz reconciled the long oppreaaed 
but then respited Protestants to their government. By 
the encouragement of personal protection and security of 
property, they )>ecame as distinguished in arts as they liad 
been valiant in arms, and as persevering in industry as they 
had been firm in religion. On the death of Ck>lbert, theen- 
lightened minister of Louis 14th, who had been their patron, 
persecution was again let loose upon them. The Edict of 
Nantz was revoked, and they were leduced alrooat to tho 
state of outiaws. Nearly six hundred thousand persons fled 
from the kingdom, carrying away their wealth and their 
more valuable skill in the arts to enrich the neighbouring 
Countries, which were thus discharged fix>in the contriba- 
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tkms tbej had long paid to France for her nMnuftetores of 
dSkf of wxMd, of linen, ko. hj being then enabled to sopplj 
tbemaelves wKhout Some were prevented from emigrat- 
ing by the ordinances passed against it These could excr- 
mm their religioiil, even in private, only at the peril of their 
IhriM, and all, who refused to be converted, were sentenced 
to torture and destruction. " A twentieth of the whole 
hody was put to death and a price was set on the heads of 
tlie rest, who were hunted like wild beasts upon the moun> 
twos." 

(23) 

Sect. 5. At a period, when mankind were at least in 
an nnpolislied, if not in a barbarous state, it could not be ex- 
pected that a religion containing many sublime mysteries 
ahould not be misanderstood or perverted. Sects of various 
tenets continually seceded from the christian church. "Some 
were (^the most gloomy character. (>>nsidering the senses, 
like the serpent in Eden, continually whispering evil to the 
soul, they have kept up a merciless war against them. They 
have applied every mean of fleshly mortification which 
could be derived from abstinence, penitential discipline, and 
especially from celibacy. The more the corrupt body was 
macerated by hunger and thirst, cold and heat, nakedness^ 
watching and pain, the more, as they thought, was tiie ce- 
lestial soul purified. They ranked self denial among the 

best of the virtues and happiness among the worst of sins; 

02 
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nor eouM they belieTe that any homage was aeceptable to 
God, except that of a renaneialson of every duty to aoeial 
man. F(^y is usually a fickle and pasnoa an absolute mai> 
ter ; but in the present case a strange reverse has taken 
plaoe. The propensities of nature have been put at defi- 
ance, and folly, vrith steady hand, has held the reins in the 
loi^^ career of eighteen centuiies. To the proselytes of the 
miUeiieent doctrine I have described, the smile of beauty 
was the temptation of the Devil. They fled her society 
and led a life of strictest celibacy. Some, retiring to tJie 
caves 'of the desert or climbing to the summits of pillars, 
passed their lives in solitary suffering. Some, without an 
object, wandered about the roughest and wildest places, 
made the bare earth their bed, and partook with the four 
footed race of its pasture and its roots. Some passed whole 
years in the speechless silence of the dumb, and some, roorr 
worldly and more artful, obtained a livelihood in different 
eountries, by working fictitious miracles, selling the relics (^ 
saints, and practising various pious frauds. Of those relics 
a sort of politheistical worship, which had taken place of 
that of the Deity, prevailed universally, from the age of 
Constantine to the reformation by Luther. So great was 
the traffic in sacred remains, that new saints were conjured 
up without number, and so easily was credulity imposed up- 
on, that the bones of a malefactor have been sold for those 
of a holy martyr. More worthless rubbish has, probably, 
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been bartered to work the forgiYenen of aka, to heal dis- 
eases, ko. than would have fiUed the pool of Siloam to the 
brim. The trade was luerative and therefore, Uke eyery 
other profitable concern, it was pushed to the utmost; n<Hr 
is it wonderful that imposture was so suceessfol, when we 
consider the ignorance of those who were duped and the 
deep and complicated stratagems of the deceivers. Mira- 
eles became almost as common as the ordinary operations 
of nature. The dead were raised and the sick healed bj 
the virtues of the bones or the ashes of the sainted christians 
«MT the mystic efRcacy of the dust of Palestine. 

Whether to render the practice of deception eauer or to 
extend and facilitate the exercise of their wild imaginations|, 
the monastics, at last, in the fourth century, established C(»- 
Tents and formed into societies. They erected their tene- 
ments in the most gloomy places or scooped them out from 
the flinty rock. A multitude of devotees, dwelling in their 
feella, in the sacred precinct of a church, formed a sort of 
ei^, of v/liich the abbot w^fi^solute master. The smallest 
(Uaobedience to his commands or the most trifling deviation 
from the rules of their oixler were ranked among the most 
odious of crimes, only to be expiated by fasting, flf^llation, 
and imprisonment. In these societies pride as well as piety 
encouraged the most enormous severities. Their dress was 
8av£^, and their diet was spare as the allowance of famine. 
Their life was one intense labour of devotion. The listless 
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hoars of the day were passed in conteraplatioa and prayer, 
and twiee every night was sileoee disttirbedhy the anmnMiDS 
to worship. 60 stinking a eharacter of abstract virtae ezieit- 
ed the highest admiration, and so great was the v^ieratioii 
pMd to it, that the monks were esteemed as the immedMite 
incegerents of heaven. Their prayers or benedietkms wore 
considered worthy of being purcliased, and presents were 
heaped upon them from various quarters to secure their fa- 
vour. The tide of wealtli rolled on rich endowments uat9 
the lay world was impoverished by its prodigal mawfi- 
cente. In England the possessions of the church compre- 
hended at one time a third of the kingdom. In the other 
Catholic countries it was a dieap estimate to consider a sev- 
enth (tf the property as its own. Power is usually the at- 
tendant of wealth. In the present case an almost universal 
dominion fell into the hands of the monks. The caUnet 
council of kings was drawn from the clmster, the shaven 
head, which had been wrapped by the cowl, was adorned by 
the mitre, and the austere hermit took the lead of armies. 
The monastic life became an asylum for tlie poor and a the- 
atre for the ambitious. Persons of all ranks and ages be- 
came eager to take the vow of [loverty, obedience, and dias- 
tity. Swarming from their hives, they spread into almost 
every town of the Roman empire, and gradually adventur- 
ed, in the rage of proselyting, into almost every accessible 
part of the globe. 
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lu Rassia, fiiter all the restrictive regnlatioDS of Peter the 
Gireat, thirteen tliousaiid monka and nuns remained in the 
oonrents. Seventy tliousand bondmen supplied them with 
the necessaries and luxuries of life. In Spain, by the ac-^ 
eount of a late \n*iter not less than three thousand monaste- 
ries are the monuments of Uieir attachment to celibacy. 
They are occupied by an hundred thousand monks and nuns. 
E<normons revenues are appropriated for their support. Ib 
Foftngal there are seven hundred and forty fiveeonventSy 
oecnpied by from thirty thousand to sixty thousand monki 
■id nuns. In France the same writer states the number of 
eonrents at three thousand and four hundred. The con- 
vents oithe Bonzes in China have been estimated to contain 
near a million (rf* celibates. 

(24) 

Sect. 6. The power and prosperity of the monks very 
naturally undermined the fo'i.»f'ationson which they were 
erected. The force of popular favour, which had been con- 
.dliatcd by their imposing sanctity, weakened and relaxed 
by their striking degeneracy, would have left them to have 
fallen into utter insignificance, had they not have interwoven 
the civil power into their systems. As the heralds and em- 
bassadors of Rome, their pernicious success had established 
the tyranny of tlie Pope, not only over the things of this 
worid, but also over tliose belongirg to the next. ' The con- 
sciences of men were placed under the Papal authority, and 
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those who refused to be converted were aciiteiiced to be 
hiimed. To disoorer the persons obnoxious to this unhsipiij 
Csite, the monks wore dispersed in different countries, th^ 
loquiation was established, the stake erected, and christen* 
dom lighted with the blaze of faggots. It was in the twelfth 
century when that odious institution was founded by the ex- 
terminating Innocent the Sd, who sent his emissaries to all 
Catholic princes and people. The priticipal subjects of 
whk^h it took cognizance were sorcery and the all compre- 
hensive offence of heresy. So great was the terrourof its offi- 
eers, that do what they might, the man was not found bold 
enough to murmur or remonstrate. Their summons was 
obeyed, like that of the great king of terrours, and silent 
mourning was all that remained to the relative and the 
friend. Almost as soon would it have been expected to 
have produced a rcsuirection from the grave, as to have ef- 
fected an escape fi'om the clutch of the Inquisitors. The 
object of their suspicion or hatred, not informed of die reason 
0f his apprehension and not confronted with witnesses, was 
harassed by secret examinations and tortureil by all the ap- 
paratus of ingenious cruelty, until he became his own aecoi- 
er and confessed any thing to appease his tormentors. The 
rare fortitude was sometimes found which could withstand 
all attacks, preserve its constancy through a long imprison- 
ment, and, by its unimpeachable innocence of the chiu'ges 
alleged against it, at last escape. A worse &tt usoally at- 
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tended it. The auto de fc or act of faith was the oommon 
eatastrophe, which closed the pious office of the InqtaatioQ. 
This was usoalfy oelehrated on some festival day to add to 
the araaaements of the occasion. The obstinate heretic, 
-«-ho refused to ahjure his faith, was led to the stake, with 
eireamstanoes of mystic ceremony and solemnity ealeolated 
to render the exhibition highly iroj^ressive. He was there 
chained on a seat at tlie height of about fiwir yards from 
the ground, when the priests took their leave of liim by 
(Aaritabltf devoting his soul to the flames ofhelL Thsy 
took good care that the pains of perdition should at least at- 
tend ks exit Lighted torches first burned his fyitae to a eoal. 
The fi^igots were then kindled below. The slow fire was 
i^igulated to protract the death, until, at las^ the eaLterior 
tenement consumed, the vitals gnulually perished. In all 
this horrid process, while the victim was crying in the name 
of God for mercy, shouts of devilish joy would hurst firom 
the multitude. His pitiable shrieks were answered by ac- 
tarnations, his struggles were viewed with mockery, and 
liis death produced that sort of regret which is felt on the 
dropping of the curtain, at the conehision of a comedy. 
' Tlicse scenes more frequently were acted in Italy than 
elsewhere. The Italians, however, were a more polished 
and refined people than any other, hot being persuadod of 
their own infallibility, and that all who differed from them 
were enemies also to God, they were easily reeooeiled t^ 
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anj eraelties towards persons so impious. Transported 
by their zeal to do him an acceptable service, thejr indulg- 
ed in excesses from which, but for their blind superstxtioo, 
they would have revolted with horrour. 

A striking demonstration also of the extent to which na- 
ture is controlable by factitious circumstances, appears in 
the effects of the Inquisition on the characters of the people 
of Spain. Before its establishment, they were gay and vol- 
atile as even the French. The sudden erection of ei^teen 
Inquisiterial Courts wreathed the joke around their necks. 
The dispersion (^twenty thousand familiars among tliem,as 
^es, informers, and sanctified catchpolls filled them widi 
terrour. Conscious of theii* danger they always exercised a 
watcfafiil alarm ; and distrust and reserve became perbonifi- 
ed in the figure of a Spaniard. Religious bigotry spread 
its contagion throi^out and that ferooiitj was produced, 
which has massacredfive millions of Americans on their own 
Mative fields, and filled the Netherlands with the, blood ot' 
the innocent. 

The Inquisition has long ceased to be formidable. It is 
now almost annihilated. <<Stat magni nominis umbra.*' 
How soon it will be before it may be restored it is {lainfiil to 
consider and difficult to determiue. Had even this country 
a Pope he would easily procure Inquisitors, who, in the pride 
•.Ojjf arrogated infidlibiliiy, would exterminate sects, and tliink 
they were doing God service by destroying his ereatnres. 
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BntliUiiasiu readiijr mistakes the phantoms of its brain for 
tibe realities ^f truth, and a strong oonviction of the mind 
fiir the influence of the Spirit When a fiuicied illumination 
from Heaven has established the correctness of its creed, it 
tOBsidersit right to condemn all others, to denounce the rey* 
chtions of reason, and to punish the enemies of implicit 
Cailli, pastive obedience, and blind stupidity. The conse- 
qnenee is^ that the neighbour hates his neij^boar and the 
world is full of discord. 

(25) 

Sbgt. 7. The hisUny of heresy, as canneotf9d not only 
vith that of the Inquisition, but also with that of almost all 
dtrifkian nations^ cannot fail to make the affeetioos of the 
American reader cling to his constitution and country vith 
all that apprehensive endearment, vith vhich the child 
seeks shelter in the maternal bosom fixMn the objects of its 
tenrour or avenioo. The offence of heresy is not an acticm 
directly involring an injuty to the person or property of any 
indi^ual ; but it rests altogether on the airy firandations of 
opinioa. To every sect a dissent from the articlea of its 
own creed is heresy. Had all the sects been armed in their 
tarn with the thunderboits of Papal supreqiaey, it is not im- 
probable that a great part of the earth had been untenanted 
of its human inhahitantB. Sect would have butchered sect, 
till the last would have remained, like Noah and his &mi]y 
alhe ark, with the world one bonndlesa waste Batfyrta- 
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natelj it baa ha|ypened, that, vhile Tarioiu ebriadan leeff 
have elaimed the right of condemning to eternal perditioB 
the enemies of their faith, one only to an extennve degree 
has exercised that of dispenring temporal pnnishments fir 
supposed errours of opinion. According then to this sect of 
sanctimonious higots, heresy was a deviation, however inff» 
nderable, from the doctrines of the holy ohoreh of Rome. 
It uras to deny that the bread and wine of the Eucharitt 
were changed into the real body and blood of Client, to eoa- 
tradict the unity of the Trinity or, to speak in less paradooc- 
ioal terms, the indivisibility and singleness of the great Tiv 
one, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, to si^ aught against 
the propriety of celibacy in the clergy, the infidHhifr' 
ty of the church, and above all of the power of his triple 
crowned Holiness, the sovereign Pontifr, to open with the 
keys of St. Peter the gates of heaven, to blot from ^ book 
of the recording angel the sins of the penitent by a dispen- 
sation, or to consign to the devil the obstinate unbeliever by 
a bull of excommunication. Many other points, quite as 
absurd, are considered as equally sacred. The herasiea of 
dissenting from tenets so difficult for belief were ei^jei^ 
adopted by great multitudes of imprudent persons, at least- 
to the annoyance of their peace, if not to the loaa of thear 
lives. To describe all the scliisms which took place, wonUL 
be not only to give a history of ecclesiastical transaction^ baC 
of theological controversies. The object among C h ristiapg 
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'I3Q8 to have been rather a competitioii in the ingenious dU' 
turn of gospel trathy than an exertion to eloeidate its mys* 
■es. They appear to have been constantly hunting for 
^sionsof dissension, rather than seeking to preserve the 
«n of love and eharity, -which shoald have held them to- 
ber in harmony. Henee a multiplication of sects, more 
•lifie than even the seventj-tvofold system of the Koran. 
Jie rage of dividing, the holy testaments of the book of 
hare been so impioosly misused, that wereit possible fiar 
eraon to adopt all the creeds, he would be apei€eot mon- 
r of contrarieties and repugnances. He would beat onoe 
moat thorough infidel and the most orthodox believer, 
ere would be no one part of scripture which he vrould not 
ly, nor one which he would not profess. As a Soman 
;holic he would assert the consuhstantiation of Christ 
h God : with the Arians and Socinians he would even de- 
his Deity. He would believe with the Calvinists that the 
s of eternal salvation are preptjred only for the elected 
f , and with the Universalist that the blood of the Saviour 
leemed the whole human race from the sin of the fail, 
igular as it may be that so many doctrines have sprung 
»m the plain and intelligible language of holy writ, it ia 
(t nevertheless altogether unnaturaL The understandings 
men are as various as their tempers. Their reasoning! 
e affected by then* passions. An exquisite deKeasy rf taste 
some leadsthem to nice distinetioDi^ the Inapprelienttti 
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peroeptioiis of oUien confound the stitmgeit ahadet of dif- 
ference. An argoment to Ae fears strongly impresses the 
imaginations of some ; others are cliarmed 1^ the allurinf 
promises ct hope. It is possible that all may be rigtit md 
at the same time all majbe wrong ; right in principle, W 
wrong in opinion, — ^wrong in persecution for opiniou*8 sake. 
Thiserrour, to call it by tio harder name, has bdeed been 
horribly destructive. There have been several hundred 
Christian sects, to say nothing of the divisions and subdii* 
ions of the Jews, Mahometans, &o. each of which has beoi 
denounced by all of the others as heretic. Heresy b W 
has been punished, not as a definite crime against God,ba^ 
as an offence against the Priest. Whaterer has been cakn- 
lated to undermine his authority has constituted the criaC) 
and the guilty have been burnt as tlie tares which the reap- 
ers in the parable gatliered from the wheat. By one act of 
the English Parliament the Diocesan alor.e, without synod 
or jury, had the power of conriction, and by his angl** au- 
thority to order tiie condemned to tlie flames. Could the 
nature of man, in such circumstances, ailmitc^ impartiality 
or moderation. , 

(26) 

Sect. 8. Witchcraft or Sorceiy is an offence whieh 
would indeed excite our laughter, did not its liistory render 
it too soleiftn. The spirit of the Jewish law, *' Thou ahalt 
n§t 87tjtr a witch to live" has not been peculiar to tliatp«> 
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foliar peq^le. Voltaire, on the credit of an anony moiu au- 
^Ktr, states that aboYe an hundred thooaand persons haye 
Wn oondemned to die for witchcraft by christian tribunals. 
•^ intercourse with beings not of tUs world is even now so 
fienerally believed, that it may not be improper to exam- 

• 

^e its nature and history a little more particularly than I 
^^tlierwise should do. Perhaps there is as mudi testimcmy 
^d as strong circumstantial evidence, in confirmation of the 
^^ty of supernatural appearances as of anjr one thing 
^liich ever existed. Addison, and Johnson, auid Black- 
t^^Nie have believed in Spirits. To differ from such men 
KXay be presumption ; but thought is free, and the mind 
^n no more assent without its own co>i\iction, tiian the eya 
^Cone can see with the visioa of aiiotliur. The evidence of 
^th in human affairs has been too much relied on. Wise 
Xien have been duped by the tales of credulity andimpos- 
-\ise ; the belief of one has furnished ground for the support 
Of others, and errour has continued to grow more and more 
^rmly established. To doubt, except in matters of divine 
aiuthority, is therefore right. In this case, not to doubt is 
not only fdly but impiety ; for is it not a blasphemous doc- 
trine to say tiiat evil spirits are allowed an agency in this 
goodly creation of infinite beneficence ? 

In the early ages, when the means ct aoqturing scientific 
knowledge were very confined, and any extensive diffusion 

of it was altogether impracticable, it was retained only hf 

P2 
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a few. The most interesting of ttndieiy ttmt of nfttand 
philoiophy, and the most mysterious, that of tkeologj» were 
oorobined together. The first ^as poshed to a vide extent 
of improTement, the last to a h^h degree of refi»eiiieut 
The few who possessed them soon fioond that they held 
most powerful agents in their servioe. The extraordioarj 
operations, whieh an intimate knowledge of the qualities of 
bodies enabled them to perform, were a subject of amaze- 
ment to the multitude. The owners of the secret had an 
interest in deception. They propagated a belief that they 
had conciliated the favour of good spirits or had subjeeted the 
Demons. Science, by them, was engaged hi the canae of 
imposture, and completed the triumph of 8upeniitk». 
The art of sorcery probably originated amoog^the Persiaas, 
whoee religion was well calculated to fioster it. The an- 
tliority of the Magi was even superiour to that of the ^JKing 
of Kings." Almost all of learning was in their hand% and 
they kept it a profound secret. Their pofwep was aufrposk 
ed to be preternatural, and its effects became distinguished 
by the denomination of magic. 

Among the Greeks and Romans, the fiiith in nagie teeroi 
to have been universal. Tiucan, a Roman poet of first rate 
excellence, has given the finest and fullest d^«iptioa of the 
power of a witch which can be found. Not having a trans- 
lation at hand, I give the reader a part of the deaeription 
in my own words, taking some liberty with the coastruetion 
and arrnngemeiit: 
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Whflte'er the fiuicy ever dar'd eooeeifc^ 
Or the most wild oredali^ believe^ 
Of herbi, and magie wordi, and wondrooa deedky 
Thetsalia's potent soreeiy exeeeds. 
Not hippomanes nor the philtre strong 
So rouse to love as does her Witch's song. 
The hardest hearts its softening influenee leam^ 
And lawless flames in aged hosotfis bunu 

The poisouoiis reptile and (he beast of prey 
The incantations of the Witch obey. 
The lion and the tyger round her play. 
For her the severed snake together grows» 
Aad crawls unfrozen on the coldest snows. 

The song ttag§ Nslore's course. The listening night 
Be«ms With the radiance of diurnal light/ 
fts pvoper law no more the sky controls, 
The roUbg earth no more whirls round its pole^ 
Jove not coBsenting^ still the thunders roar, 
Clouda veil the Heavens and storms their fuiy poor. 
Again the Hag the witching verse repeatiy 
The eknds are scatter'd and the storm retreat% 
The windsare quie^ yet (he ocean twell^ 
The BOffthen blasis rush Ibrthy unmov'd it dwdls. 
Her star direetfail, Tethys strifes to gaiai 
The song cfaarm'd diore^ but urges on in vai% 
While vesselidrifoakMg with bellying snii, 
And reach tfaeh: ports in 8pite;;of adverM gsks. 
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Stqpp'd as thejT fall the fixed cataracts ttand^ 
The turning nvers climb the acelivons land. 
The Nile alluvioos ceases to o'erflow, 
Maeander straightens and the Rhone grows slow ; 
Evolving fall tb« humbled mountain's tops, . 
Nor now the lofty sky Olympus props. 
Unwarm'd by suns, in winter's deepest ccdds, 
The Scythian snow in rapid thaw unfolds. 
The reeling earth from off its centre rolls, ^ 
And sun beams gleam at once on both the poles. 
The other ancient nations seem also to have had an entire 
belief in sorcery. The accounts of its prodigious operations 
are numerous, and, to a credulous mind, would seem to be 
authentic. Some as wonderful as any reccMxied, are even 
found in one <^ the sacred books of the Pentateuch. When 
Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh and it became a 
serpent) the magicians of Egypt did the same with dieir en- 
chantments, <* for they cast down every man his rod, and it 
became a serpent, but Aaixm's rod swallowedup their rods." 
With the same mimicry they continued to foil the real mir- 
acles of the powerful rod of Moses. They turned the river 
to blood, and filled tlie land of Egypt with frogs. But it 
was in vain to enter into competition with the great high 
priest of Israel. When <* oU the du6t of the land became 
Uce throughout aU the land" they could not do so^ and ac- 
knowledged that it was the finger of God. The magi- 
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clans, In this case, either practised a most wonderful decep- 
tion, or, for wise purposes, roust have received a special en- 
dowment of divine power. The story of the witch of 
£ndor, who raised the good Samuel from the dead to grati- 
fy the curiosity of Saul, is not less strange. It can he ration- 
ally accounted for, only hv supposing that the witch practis- 
ed a fraud upon the enfeebled, agitated, and afirighted king, 
and palmed upon him some living impostor instead of his 
deceased predecessor. It is not possible that God would 
have suffered the beatified soof of his .faithful serrant to have 
been disturbed by the wicked. 

In England witchcrafl has been a subject even of legisla- 
tion, and a law stands on the statute book, making it a capi- 
tal oSence, without benefit of clei^, to conjure with evil 
spirits, or <' to consult, covenant with, entertun, employ, 
feed or reward" any of them. The persecution of helpless 
old women, whdiie witchcraft was charged with pitklueing 
most of the evils which happened to man ot beast, shows 
cither that witches were peculiarly malignant in that country, 
or that prejudice and ignorance prevailed to a great degree. 
The reader can judge for himself. 

Tlierc is another more elevated class of imaginary beings, 
wluch philosophy knows not how to approve, and which 
taste cannot condemn. They sprang from the brain of po- 
etry. They people the air, sport in the floods, and animate 
the earth. Oriental fiiblc has called them Fairies, and Wie- 
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land hM woYen the attribotes of Obeitm their king^ aid 
Titania, bis lovely bride, into a wild and bewitehing tale* 
Rosieruaian philoeophy has pictured them in the forms of 
Sylphs and Gnomes, and Pope has improred the idea to eon- 
struet the machinery of a poem, which has added the fiar- 
est ffower to his laureate wreath. Ancient Mythology gxn 
them " a local habitation and a name,** as celestial or inftfw 
nal Gods and Goddesses, and Homer's verse has givea tibem 
iqunortali^. The iDS{Hred Moses^ with regard to whom 
fiction is swallowed up in trutlih represents them as Angels 
and Devils, and Milton built upon the hint tiie sublimest fab> 
nc of human fancy. How then can we condemn that whiok 
has given force to genius, and for ages delighted minkiad. 
It would be too bold to do it. But we may be pemutted 
to pass a qualified censure, and while we allow Ihat H those 
vagaries of poetry could be confined to the amusement of 
idle minds the effect might be useful, to add that whsa in- 
troduced to the nursery, when operating to fill darkness wifli 
spectres and solitude with horrour, when inducing the belief 
that the fate of man depends on the uncontrolable influeneet 
of supernatural agents, they produce infinite mischiefs. 

In relation to this subject, with sorrow it must be coQfes> 
sed that disgraceful scenes have taken place in America. It 
was however before our happy revolution took place, which 
it is hoped, has shaken the foundation of every enmr. ' Er« 
rooeooB •pinions still exist. It is important to remove them ; 
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for eyUs in pnetiee wfll, at one time or mother, inevitably 

m 

result from mistakes in sentiment. I believe it istroethat 
a lar^ portion even of tiiis enlightened community think 
that eertain individuals obtain an intercourse with evil Spir- 
its. By their aid ihey are supposed to be aUe to look into 
the secrets of futurity, to bring to view the hidden things of 
past times, and to execute schemes of crime and mischief. 

A Spirit, whether good or evil, friendly or malignant^ must 
be a merely incorporeal bdng. Some persons believe in the 
incomprehensible doctrine that the souls of men will here- 
after be united to the human bodies. Rut none pretend 
that the union will take place until the grand era of the 
icf t iwti on. llie idea that the spirits which animated 
boifies, after their dissolution fi^m those bodies, are still 
connected with or c«nposed of material elements, involves 
incredible absurdities. , The primary mode of matter, solid' 
ity, would of necessity be inherent in the nature of 
such spirits. Tangibility and other qualities would also be 
equally inseparable. Is it supposed that these spirits which 
dance on the moon-beam, and pass through wide expanded 
re^ns of space with the swiftness of diought^ which pre- 
sent themselves within the confines of the closest prisons, 
and which are incapable of confinement, have solidity and 
dimensions f Has any one ever taken the weight of a ghost^ 
or the heji^t, breadth, and thickness of an apparition ? It is 
not pretended. I argue £9r the same reason that no person 
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lias ever teen anj. The sense of sjjght is but a ino 
of that of touch. Even therefore aopposing ghost 
it is impossible that they should be perceptible b 
senses. ** like the baseless fiibric of a tisiod," 
seem to the dreamer substantial and palpable ; 
yanishfrom a rational examination. Some pers 
pretended to have conversed with these beings 
worlds. But it is in vain for them to repeat their a 
They cannot be true. How is it po^ible for a be 
ticulate sounds without the oi^ns of speech. T] 
of the alphabet are labial, lingual, dental, guttural 
it is pretended that words are uttered without lipi 
or other organs of speech. As soon could 1 believi 
old oaks of Dodona uttered oracles. 
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